Golf of Aqaba tremor shakes soodwnilsraei 

TEL AVIV (AP) — An earthquake with a magnitude of 
5.1 shook southern Israel Tuesday, but there were no 
reports of damage or injury. The tremor came a month 
after a stronger quake left eight dead in Jordan, Egypt and 
Israel. The Institute for Petroleum Research and Geophy- 
sics said Tuesday’s quake was centred in foe Gulf of 
Aqaba, about 100 kilometres south of foe Red Sea resort of 
Eilat Residents of the Negev desert town of Beer Sheba 
said foe quake struck at 8:22 a.m. (0622 GMT) and shook 
walls and windows. 
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KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — The Kuwaiti government ha* “agreed 
in principle” to restore relations with Jordan, soused since Iraq’s 
invasion of the oil- rich emirate in 1990. newspapers a tog the 
country’s foreign minister said Tuesday, ^hcre » an a ccord 
within the catraet on the principle of restoring relations with 
Jordan” which have remained frozen since Amman was ^censed inf 
backing Baghdad, Sheikh Sabah A1 Ahmad A1 Sabah, foe foreign 
minister , said. He added there were differences ova foe 

te manner" in which to resume ties. On December 18 


EW 


crown prince and Prime Minister Sheikh Saad A1 Abdallah A1 
Sabah, who accused him of announang that rotations would soon 
be restored. But he withdrew his resignation foe same day after foe 
intervention of the emir. Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahma d AJ Sabah. 
Jordan has repeatedly called on Gulf Arab states to restore pcs, 
a nd has made progres s in the rift with Saudi Arabia, which 

in August named its first ambassador to Amman in five years, after 
a visit to Riyadh by Foreign Minister Abdul Karim, Kabariti. 
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King, Mubarak hold talks in Aqaba 


Jordan, Egypt committed to 
safeguarding unity of Iraq 

‘It is up to Iraqis to decide future’ 


By Aytnan A1 Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AQABA — His Majesty 
King Hussein and Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak on 
Tuesday reasserted their 
commitment to safeguarding 
the territorial integrity of 
Iraq and to working towards 
ending foe suffering of the 


Talking to journalists after 
about four hours of talks they 
held during a short visit Mr. 
Mubarak paid to foe King* 
dom, foe two leaders also 
said that it was up to the Iraqi 
people to determine their fu- 
ture and choose foe proper 
solution to their internal 
problems. 

“•We have foe same feeling 


towards the suffering of (the 
Iraqi people). We are all 
committed to foe unity of 
Iraq,” said King Hussein who 
stressed that the Iraqi people 
should have the ability to 
determine their own future. 

President Mubarak told re- 
porters that “there is no dif- 
ferences in our ideas and 
approaches concerning Iraq 
... we both support the ter- 
ritorial integrity of Iraq and 
we both want to work to- 
wards ending the suffering of 
the Iraqi people.” 

“There is no difference be- 
tween me and His Majesty 
King Hussein in this regard,” 
Mr. Mubarak said after the 
talks with King Hussein 
which were attended by His 
Royal Highness Crown 


Prince Hassan, Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 
Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti and his Egyp- 
tian co un terp a rt Amr Musa 
as well as other Jordanian 
and Egyptian officials. 

King Hussein reasserted 
that the idea of federation 
among the three components 
of the Iraqi society was 
brought forward only as one 
of the options that the Iraqis 
can consider in foe future, 
adding that “it is up to the 
Iraqis to decide on this.” 

“Our duty is to help the 
Iraqis save their country** and 
to call on representatives of 
foe Iraqi society to cooperate 
in that endeavour and to 
assnre the Iraqis that “a 
bloodbath in Iraq will not 


happen,” foe King said in a 
meeting that he and Mr. 
Mubarak held with chief edi- 
tors of Jordanian and Egyp- 
tian newspapers. 

Warning that division of 
Iraq would entail harm for all 
countries of foe region foe 
King said: “We are worried 
about foe situation in Iraq. 
Division occurred when its 
leadership decided to carry 
out a referendum” in which 
segments of the Iraqi society 
were excluded. 

In addition to Iraq, King 
Hussein and President 
Mubarak said they also dis- 
cussed foe Syrian track of the 
peace process, inter-Arab re- 
lations and bilateral ties. 

(Continued on page 7) 





Hb Majesty King Hussein and Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak 
Palace in Aqaba (photo fay Boghos) 


hA to journalists after hnlHlwg talks at the Royal 


Syria, Israel resume 
talks in U.S. today 


Israel withdraws 
from around Hebron 


TEL AVIV (R) — Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres said 
be expected results to emerge 
from tiie first talks with Syria 
in six months beginning in the 
U.S. today. 

“We do have expectations 
of the negotiations this time 
from the Syrians, Mr. Peres 
told foe Japan ese television 
network NHK, according to 
his spokeswoman Aliza 
Goren on Tuesday. 

“Perhaps not foe subst- 
ance, but foe atmosphere 
from Damascus is positive,” 
she quoted him as saying. 

Israel has been surprised 
by foe upbeat tone of its 
arch-foe since the more dov- 
ish Peres succeeded slain 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin in November. Nego- 
tiators will meet for three 
days in rural Maryland near 

"We'hope that this round 
will be better than the pre- 
vious ones. There is a new 
atmosphere and we have big 
hopes. We look forward to 
progress,” a senior Syrian 
official said on Tuesday. 

He said Syria was ready to 
discuss all points with an 
open mind m the meetings 
starling near Washington on 
Wednesday. 

“Syria is ready to discuss' 
any ideas from the Israelis if 
these do not barm our 
sovereignty, dignity and inde- 
pendence and if these ideas 
will lead to full withdrawal 
from our occupied lands,” he 
said. 

Israel and Syria have 
negotiated off ami on since 
1991 but are deadlpcfced over 


the fate of foe Golan Heights 
captured by Israel in the 1967 
Middle East war, security 
arrangements and future ties. 

The talks broke off in 
June. Syrian officials said 
Damascus had strongly re- 
jected an Israeli demand to 
set up an early warning 
ground station in the Golan. 

Israel wants Syria to com- 
mit to diplomatic relations, 
open borders and trade be- 
fore foe Jewish state will say 
how far it is willing to pull 
baric. Syria insists on a frill 
withdrawal. 

Both sides have demons- 
trated a resolve to make 
headway since Mr. Rabin’s 
assassination on Nov. 4 by 
Yigal Amir, a right-wing Jew 
opposed to handing land to 
Arabs. 

Mir. Peres’ coalition defe- 
ated two no-confidence mo- 
tions in Israel’s parliament on 
Monday against returning the 
Golan Heights for peace with 
Syria. The vote was 56-48. 

But opinion polls show 
more than half of all Israelis 
oppose giving up the Golan, 
many of them viewing the 
Heights as a strategic necessi- 
ty and doubting Syria’s 
sincerity about wanting peace 

Israeli leaders had wel-" 
corned Syrian President 
Hafez A1 Assad’s remarks 
made in Cairo on Saturday in 
which he said tiro new Israeli 
premier wanted peace with 
more openness. Syria also 
welcomed Mr. Peres’ hints 
about withdrawal from the 
Golan. The Syrian delegation 
consisted of Walid A1 
Mualem, Syria’s ambassador 


to Washington and Michael 
Wahbi, director of foreign 
minister Faronq A1 Sharaa’s 
office. 

Mowafak A1 AIM, Syria’s 
chief peace negotiator, has 
left the team to become, an 
assistant secretary-general of 
the Cairo-based Arab 


Meanwhile Israel’s minis- 
ter of agriculture said on 
Tuesday mat the Jewish state 
could make no concessions 
on water it gets from the 
Golan Heights. 

Minister Yaacov Tsur 
made the comment during a 
visit to northern Israel just a 
day ahead of foe resumption 


of peace talks. 
‘‘The water £n 


‘The water from the Golan 
Heights... about 200 to 300 
million cubes, is a critical, 
vital, Td even say fateful like 
nothing rise issue for foe 
state of Israel’s future,” Mr. 
Tsur said. 

“I don’t know of any re- 
placement for this water and 
therefore the state of Israel 
has to take a very, very firm 
stand that no unilateral 
change occurs — because we 
are not dealing here with any 
issue resulting from thq six 
day (1967) war,” he told 
Israel’s army radio. 

The strategic plateau over- 
looking northern Israel is a 
key water-gathering region in 
the parched Middle East. It is 
the site of foe headwaters of 
the Jordan River. 

Israel says tributaries flow- 
ing from the Golan into foe 
Sea of Galilee, Israel’s largest 
reservoir, provide 30 per cent 
of its needs. 


DAHARIYA, West Bank 
(AP) — Hundreds of Palesti- 
nian troops took up positions 
in villages around Hebroq 
early Tuesday as the PLO 
took over local policing 
duties in one of foe most 
restive areas of the West 
Bank. 

Israel formally turned over 
the limited control in the 
duster of villages with a brief 
handshake between Israel’s 
Hebron army commander. 
Col. Gadi Sham, and Palesti- 
nian police commander Brig. 
Gen. Abdul Zaaydi. 

After the handover outside 
the former Israeli military 
headquarters in the village of 
Dahariya, the Israeli troops 
left in six army jeep. 

Hanging out of bus win- 
dows waving Kalashnikov 
rifles, Palestinian flags and 
pictures of PLO Chief Yasser 
Arafat foe Palestinian police 
then drove into the former 
Israeli headquarters and 
raised their flag. 

Hundreds of villagers 
placed olive branches on the 
arriving buses and die depart- 
ing Israeli jeeps, dancing and 
singing nationalist songs. 

Inside the headquarters, 
Mohammad Hassan, 35, 
stood outside a small room 
used by the Israelis as an 
interrogation cell. 

Mr. Hassan was ques- 
tioned in the room for II 
days in 1988. He also spent 18 
months in Israeli jail over the 
years 1988-1990 for mem- 


er&hip in foe then outlawed 
PLO Fateh faction. 

“I never dreamed that one 
day Palestinians would be in 
control,” Mr. Hassan said. 
“Now we can feel safe and 
secure and we are very happy 
with the Palestinian police 
here” 

Rejoicing villagers strong 
Palestinian flags of red, 
green, black and white along 
the entrance to the area pris- 
on and presented departing 
Israeli guards with coffee arid 
cola as a goodbye gift. They 
were asked to drink some 
themselves first. 

Khalil Abu Alehyan, 45, 
an unemployed labourer, 
said the arrival of the PLO 
police reflected hopes for fu- 
ture full independence. 

“They are our symbol for 
die future,” he said. 

In all, about 300 PLO 
police took up positions 
through the night and early 
morning hours in Dahariya, 
Duraha, Baninaim, Nubah 
and Yata. 

Although Hebron itself is 
considered a centre of sup- 
port for Mr. Arafat’s Islamic 
fundamentalist o p po siti on, in 
the villages support for his 
mainstream Fateh faction is 
strong. 

Still, Dahariya was foe 
home of a man who blew 
himself up on a bus in Jeru- 
salem in August, killing five 
Israelis. And Yata, long 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Peres says no change 
in Israel’s nuclear policy 


ajr^provide 30 per cent | ^*^<1 fo g9 S CatS 


HAIFA, Israel (AFP) — 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
denied on Tuesday any 
change in Israel’s nuclear 
policy after indicating last 
week that the Jewish state 
would give up its “nuclear” 
option in exchange for an 
overall Middle East peace. 

“We have repeated a 
thousand times that negotia- 
tions on a treaty banning 
non-conventional weapons, 
including chemical, midear 
and biological, could not be 
reached until a global peace 
had been established in the 
region,” Mr. Peres said. 

“This global peace must 
indude all Arab countries in 
the region, inducting Iraq and 
Libya, as well as Iran,” Mr. 
Peres said during a visit to a 
school in foe northern Israeli 
town of Haifa. 

On Friday, Mr. Peres said: 
“Give us peace and we will 
give up foe nuclear (option). 
If there is peace, we could 
denuclearise the Middle 
East.” 

But he refused to say if 







..jf 



Shimon Peres 

Israel possessed nuclear 
weapons, choosing instead to 
stick to the Jewish state’s 
traditional formula that it 
would not be the first to 
introduce them into the re- 
gion. 

International experts have 
said that Israel is the only 
Middle East state to possess 
nudear weapons and have 
put its arsenal at 200 war- 
heads. 

Mr. Peres also said on 
Tuesday that Israel faced 


hard decisions regarding the 
peace process, not only with 
Syria but with Lebanon as 
well. He said that Israel has 
“no territorial claim to wa- 
ter” in Lebanon, where it 
occupies a self-declared 
“security zone” in the south- 
ern part of the country. 

The prime minister also 
accused the right-wing 
opposition in Israel of want- 
ing to drag out peace negotia- 
tions mfo Syria, which begin 
Wednesday in the United 
.States for three days of inten- 
sive talks, followed by further 
discussions a week later. 

“Those who accuse us of 
going too fast with Syria want 
foe negotiations to last 10 
years, which would cost more 
lives and money,” Mr. Peres 
stud. 

Asked about an Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights, seized from Syria in 
the 1967 Middle East war, be 
said: “The problem is not if 
we will come down from the 
Golan, but if we obtain 
peace.” 


GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip 
(AP) — In a nod to the 
Palestinians, Israel has 
agreed to a request by Yasser 
Arafat to enlarge the Palesti- 
nian self-nile council from 83 
to 89 seats, officials from 
both sides said Tuesday. 

Seven hundred candidates 
are competing for the council 
in the Jan. 20 elections, 
Palestinian election officials 
said Tuesday, citing the pre- 
liminary roster of candidates. 
Of those, 289 are from foe 
Gaza Strip and the rest from 
the West Bank. 

Palestinians also have a 
second vote for president of 
the Pal estinian authority: Mr. 
Arafat is the leading candi- 
date for the job. 

His only challenger, 72- 
year-old social activist Sami- 
ha Khalil, opened her cam- 
paign Tuesday with a sca- 
thing attack on the Israel- . 
PLO peace agreements. 

She said the accords 
“failed to realise the most 
important goals of our people ^ 
which are foil sovereignty 
over our land and the transi- 
tion from occupation to inde- 
pendence.” 

Mrs. Khalil suggested she 
was using the campaign main- 
ly as a platform for her critic- 
ism of Mr. Arafat’s Palesti- 


nian authority 

The size of the Palestinian 
autonomy council was a key 
sticking point between Israeli 
and Palestinian peace nego- 
tiators. 

Israel wanted to keep the 
size *of the council small, 
saying a bigger assembly 
would become a de facto 
Palestinian parliament, an 
attribute of statehood. In foe 
end, Israel relented, in ex- 
change for Palestinian con- 
cessions on security issues. 

The Israel-PLO autonomy 
agreement stipulated that foe 
council should have 82 mem- 
bers. One seat was added to 
accommodate the Samar- 
itans, a sect that broke of 
from Judaism 2,800 years ago 
and is based both in Israel 
and the West Bank. 

Shlomo Dior, spokesman 
for Israel's outgoing military 
government, said Tuesday 
mat Israel has agreed to a 
request by Mr. Arafat to add 
Six more seats, bringing foe 
total to 89. One of those seats 
is reserved for the elected 
president. 

Usama Abu Safiyeh, 
spokesman of foe central 
elections commission, in 
Gaza City confirmed that foe 
request was granted. 


Turkish rivals agree pact 
following Islamic victory 


ANKARA (AFP) — Out- 
going Prime Minister Tansu 
CSDer and her centre-right 
rival Mesut Yilmaz, said 
Tuesday they wanted to join 
forces in a move that could 
block the path to power of a 
pro-Islamic party which top- 
ped Sunday’s general elec- 
tkm. 

Laying aside bitter differ- 
ences, Mr. Yilmaz, leader of 
foe centre-right Motherland 
Party, told a joint news con- 
ference: “We are in agree- 
ment with prime minister Cil- 
ler on die necessity of form- 
ing a broad-based govern- 
ment for the benefit of Tur- 
key.” 

“Tm hopeful that a solu- 
tion based on reconciliation 
win be reached,” Mr. Yflmaz 


tin Erbakan, the Welfare 
Party chief, said he was ready 
to form a coalition with any 

. Erbakan, whose party 
won 158 seats out of 550 in 
Sunday’s vote — 118 short of 
an overall majority — urged 
other parties to “stop quar- 
relling and force themselves 
to serve foe people as well as 
possible.” 

True Path won 135 seats 
and The Motherland Parly 
132 seats. 

Only Two other parties 
managed to win ten per cent 
of votes, the barrier required 
to enter parliament. These 
were foe Democratic left par- 
ty with 75 seats and the re- 
publican people’s party with 


For her part, Ms. GOler, 
leader of the centre-right 
True Path Party, said, “we 
consider positively a coalition 
government with the Mother- 
land Party. A government 
which wfll successfully handle 
all domestic and foreign 
issues is being sought.” 

Both Ms. GOler and Mr. 
Yilmaz had been under in- 
tense pressure from certain 
sectors to bury their differ- 
ences and block the gov- 
ernmental aspirations of the 
Welfare Party which came 
top of the polls, but fell short 
of an absolute majority. 

Earlier Tuesday, Necmet- 


All four secular parties re- 
jected frxnning a coabtion 
with the Welfare Party. 

' The two conservative par- 
ties are a tantalising nine 
seats short of an absolute 
majority, and will need foe 
support of smaller left- 
leaning parlies to keep Wel- 
fare out of government. 

Ms. COler and Mr. Yflmaz 
did not specify whether it was 
planned that at least one of 
the left-wing parties would be 
included in the coabtion or 
would support a minority 
gove rnm ent. However, they 
said talks would continue. 

They added that foe lead- 
ers of tin two smaller left- 


Fariz to succeed 
Nabulsi as CBJ chief 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A 
decision has been taken 
by the Cabinet this week 
to appoint Ziyad Fariz as 
the new governor of the 
Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) to replace 
Mohammad Said Nabul- 
si, who resigned early 
thismonth. An official 
announcement has not 
been made, however, 
until a Royal Decree is 
issued to confirm the 
appointment, an in- 
formed source dose at 
the prime ministry has 
said. According to the 
source, the choice has 
been narrowed down be- 
tween Dr. Fariz and 
Michel Marto, the CBJ 
deputy governor, but 
Dr. Fariz was finally 
selected to the post 
Dr. Nabulsi steered 
the Central Bank for 
over 20 years except for 
a short period when he 
headed ESCWA in 
Baghdad and when he 
worked as senior official 
at the Arab Monetary 
Fund in Abu Dhabi. 
During his second term 


from 1989 until now, Dr. 
Nabulsi was very suc- 
cessful in rebuilding the 
country’s monetary and 
banking system after the 
financial crisis and the 
devaluation of the dinar 
in 1988. 

Dr. Fariz, born in Salt 
in 1943, obtained his 
masters and doctorate 
degrees from Keel Uni- 
versity in Britain. He 
started his career as an 
economic researcher at 
the Central Bank before 
becoming the bank's 
director of studies and 
research between 1980 
untfl 1982. In 1984, he 
was appointed secretary- 
general of the Ministry 
of Planning until 1989 
when he was chosen as 
minister of industry and 
trade and afterwards he 
served as minister of 
planning. 

In another move. Dr. 
Marto has submitted his 
resignation from the 
post of deputy governor 
after holding it since 
1979. 


wing parties had “a construc- 
tive approach” to the forma- 
tion of a new government. 

Motherland leader Yilmaz 
had what he called “fruitful!” 
talks on Tuesday with Bnlent 
Ecevit, leader of the Demo- 
cratic left party, and added 
that it was “imperative” for 
parties hr general to come 
together. 

Ms. Ciller, meanwhile, had 
a telelphone conversation 
with Deniz Baykal, leader of 
the Social Democratic Re- 
publican People’s Party. 

Analysts had said the big- 
gest obstacle to a True Path- 
Motherland coalition was the 
intense peronal hostility be- 
tween Ms. Ciller and Yflmaz, 
who traded harsh insults dur- 
ing foe election campaign, 
accusing each other of cor- 
ruption and incompetence. 

But on Tuesday, there 
appeared to be a warm 
atmosphere between Ms. Oi- 
ler and Yflmaz, although it 
was unclear who would head 
any coalition they brokered. 

Some commentators sug- 
gested a solution to the 
dilemma of who would be 
rightiull leader of a coalition, 
would be to nominate a third 
person, but there were no 
otvious candidates for that 
role. 

Traditionally, the presi- 
dent appoints the leader of 

(Continued on page 7) 


700 jailed 
In Iraq — 
Kabariti 

AMMAN (AP) — Iraq has 
jailed some 700 Jordanians, 
many for minor offenses, but 
acknowledges holding only 
57, foe foreign minister said 
Tuesday. 

Foreign minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti said Jordan 
has held negotiations with 
Iraq over the last few 
months, but that has resulted 
in the release of “only 23 of 
them." 

“Later we received news 
™ th e 23 w ho were released 
were apprehended again anrf 
were sent to Abu Ghreib 
prison” ontside Baghdad, 
Mr. Kabariti said. 

“There are about 700 
Jordanian prisoners and de- 
tainees in Iraq, but Iraq.... 
says there are only 57,”Mr. 
Kabariti told the Associated 
Press. 

Many of the Jordanians 
have been held for relatively 
minor offenses such as not 
declaring foreign currency 
upon arrival in Iraq, or not 
obtai ning appropriate entry 
documents, Jordanian offi- 
cials have said. 

Jordan “will continue to 
make all the efforts to free all 

the Jordanian prisoners and 
detainees from Iraq,” Mr. 
Kabariti said. 
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France pledges troops 
to UAE if threatened 


DUBAI (R) — France has 
pledged to rush tens of 
thousands of troops and hun- 
dreds of aircraft to defend the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) if threatened. Gulf 
Arab sources said Tuesday. 

.A senior military source 
told Reuters Paris pledged to 
rush up to 70,000 troops of a 
rapid reaction force, de- 
spatch up to 120 jet fighters, 
200 helicopters and other 
maritime, transport and elec- 
tronic warfare aircraft to the 
region to defend die oil-rich 
UAE if attacked. 

The pledge, a follow up to 
a January 1995 defence 
accord, was made in a milit- 
ary pais signed last week in 
Paris. It details steps France 
is willing to take to safeguard 
the UAE’s stability and 
security. 

The French defence minis- 
try gave no details of the 
accord, and a spokeswoman 
said last week no additional 
details were immediately 
available for public release. 

“The first accord was 
broad based, this is a detailed 
military pact dealing with 
threats — internal and exter- 
nal,” said the military source, 
who is familiar with the pact. 

The UAE is seeking joint 
defence arrangements — 
seen as extra defensive capa- 
bilities at Abu Dhabi — with 
several world and regional 


powers to deter any potential 
threats. 

The UAE has a defence 
pact with the United States, 
details of which are yet to be 
worked out. It is currently 
involved in advanced talks 
with Britain to forge a similar 
agreement. 

UAE officials say the deal 
with France is the firmest 
commitment by a world pow- 
er to Abu Dhabi's security. 
The five other Gulf Arab 
states have also pledged to 
send 30,000 troops to the 
rescue if sparsely-populated 
UAE is.. attacked, military 
sources said. 

The UAE does not public- 
ly call non-Arab Iran a poten- 
tial threat but they express 
concern over its rearmament 
programme, including the de- 
ployment of submarines, and 
war-like statements. 

“When we raise the voice- 
of peace, Iran raises the voice 
of war and threats,” UAE 
Foreign Minister Rashid 
Abdullah A! Nuaimi said this 
month in reference to repe- 
ated failures to sit down to 
discuss a dispute over three 
strategic Gulf islands. 

It terms Iran’s presence on 
the islands as “occupation.” 

The latest pact with France 
includes undisclosed mea- 
sures to confront- potential 
internal threats. Some 75 per 
cent of the UAE’s 2.2 milli on 


population are expatriates in- 
cluding a large Iranian com- 
munity. 

Abu Dhabi, which has no 
false illusions about its li- 
mited military might despite 
an active arms procurement 
programme, is especially con- 
cerned with the illegal pre- 
sence in the UAE of up to 
52,000 Iranians. 

“Some of them could be a 
threat to the internal front if 
the UAE is involved in an 
external conflict... the UAE 
can't fight two wars at the 
same time,” said die source. 

In October, visiting De- 
fence Minister Charles Mil- 
Ion told UAE President 
Sheikh Zayed Ben A1 Sultan 
A1 Nahayan “that he can 
depend on France's word and 
pledge.” 

“When it signs a defence 
pact with a country, it re- 
spects that treaty,” he added 
in reference to France's milit- 
ary intervention in Septem- 
ber to foil a coup in the 
Comoro Islands. 

Such treaties also facilitate 
arms transfer deals with the 
UAE which already has 
several weapons purchase 
accords with France including 
one in 1993 worth $3.62 bil- 
lion for tanks and a $235 
million order in March for 
helicopters made by the 
Franco-German Eurocopter. 


Press watchdog condemns 
Egypt’s sentencing of journalists 


CAIRO (AFP) — The 
French watchdog Reporters 
Sans Frontiers (RSF) conde- 
mned on Tuesday the sen- 
tencing of two Egyptian 
opposition journalists to two 
years in prison for slander 
under a controversial new 
press law. 

The RSF “protests the con- 
demnation of* Abdul A1 Ai 
Baquri, editor in chief of Al 
Ahali newspaper, and repor- 
ter Sarwat Surer the group 
said in an open letter to 
Egyptian President' Hosni 
Mubarak received, by AFP. 

It asked Mr. Mubarak “to 
use his. ( influence to’ lift the 
sentences” against -'the two 
and that^the new law"* be “ 
revised in a way “ favouring 
freedom of the press.” 

The two were sentenced on 
Sunday to two years in prison 


and given fines of nearly 
$15,000 each for a slandering 
police officer in an article 
accusing him of influence 
peddling. 

They were the first journal- 
ists to be sentenced under die 
new law passed in May allow- 
ing sentence of up to 15 years 
in prison for slander which 
provoked outrage from jour- 
nalists afraid it would muzzle 
criticism of the state. 

Both have requested a new 
trial before the court in the 
northern town of Damanhur 
because they were sentenced 
in their absence. They have 
not been imprisoned.' 

RSF urged the president to .■ 
“eliminate the prison sent- 
ences allowed by die new law 
because they represent a 
threat to die freedom of jour- 
nalists to exercise their 


duties.” 

The penalties “consider- 
ably restrain the freedom to 
inform. Insulting a govern- 
ment official is normally only 
punishable by a strong fine 
and a prison sentence is not 
considered,” the RSF said. 

After the passing of the 
new law, Mr. Mubarak 
sought to calm journalists’ 
anger saying it would be “put 
to sleep.” implying it would 
not be implemented, while a 
state-formed commission 
drew up new press legisla- 
tion. 

Journalists, who previously 
threatened an unprecen- 
dented strike to* protest the 
law, decided. Sunday to «=. 
tend a deadline for a new law ‘ 
until March 15 to allow the 
commission to continue 
working. 



TURKISH ELECTIONS: Islamist ’Welfare (Refah) Party leader Necmettin Erb Akan 
gets into his car Tuesday while surrounded by supporters, following a news confer- 
ence at his party headquarter in Ankara (Reuters photo) 


Arafat’s challenger vows 
to annul PLO-Israel deal 


By Wafa Amr 

Reuter 

AL BEREH, West Bank — 
Samiha Khalil, the only 
candidate challenging 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat for presiden- 
cy of the Palestinian Au- 
thority, pledged Tuesday to 
work to annul the PLO- 
Israel self-rule accord if she 
won. 

“I will do my best, 
together with all Palesti- 
nians, to cancel the Oslo 
accord because it is un- 
just.” Ms. Khalil told a 
news conference held to 
announce she was officially 
running against Mr. Arafat 
in the Jan. 20 elections. 

Ms. Khalil, 70, faces an 
uphill struggle running 
against the man who for 
decades symbolised the 
Palestinian struggle for 
statehood. But she said she 
was undaunted by the chal- 
lenge. 

“I don’t believe anything 
is impossible: Yes, I be- 
lieve I will win,” Ms. Khalil 
said. 

Ms. Khalil said the 
breakthrough 1993 Oslo 
accord, udder WhiCbTsraeT 
has - begun -handing- bade 
parts of the West Bank 
captured in the 1967 Mid- 
dle East war, did not meet 


Palestinian needs. 

“It is my conviction that 
the Oslo accords fall short 
of achieving the fun- 
damental objectives of our 
people, that of full 
sovereignty and independ- 
ence,” she said. 

“We want an indepen- 
dent Palestinian state with 
real sovereignty and 
permanent and compre- 
hensive peace can be 
achieved when rights are 
restored,” Ms. Khalil said. 

Ms. Khalil, a motherly 
figure famous as a charity 
worker and political activ- 
ist, was detained six times 
by Israel, placed under 
house arrest and banned 
from travelling for 15 
years. 

Despite her opposition to 
the peace deal Mr. Arafat 
agreed with then-Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin in 1993, Ms. Khalil 
pledged to work with the 
PLO leader if she won. 

“The president and lead- 
er Abu Ammar (Mr. Ara- 
fat) will not lose anything, 
be is tbe president of PLO, 
he is the chairman of the 
.PLO's Executive Commit- 
tee and he will remain so, 
so we will work together,” 
she said. 

While tens of thousands 
of Palestinians took to the 


streets recently to welcome 
Mr. Arafat in the West 
Bank cities of Jenin, Nab- 
lus and Bethlehem after the 
evacuation of Israeli 
troops, Ms. Khalil was col- 
lecting 5,000 signatures to 
back her nomination for 
presidency. 

“I gathered 7,000 signa- 
tures in just four days,” 
Ms. Khalil said. “Because I 
am a woman there has been 
a stir when I announced I 
was nominating myself... 
and my family and friends 
were against it because 
they were afraid it would 
exhaust me.” 

Ms. Khalil said she was 
sure of victory because 
“people are whispering 
they are not happy with 
what is happening on their 
land.” 

She refused to speculate 
what percentage of votes 
she would get, but stressed 
she had the backing of both 
opponents and proponents 
of the peace process. 

PLO officials said Mr. 
Arafat was happy Ms. Kha- 
lil was running against him 
because he wanted the 
election to be a genuine 
contest. . 

“Arafat does not want 
the election results to be 
99.99 per cent as is the case 
with other Arab leaden,” 
said one PLO official. 


Seminar on promoting pluralistic 
Arab media to be held in Sanaa 


Kuwaiti parliament ratifies 
U.N. pact on human rights 


THE FINAL programme of 
the UN/UNESCO sponsored 
and organised “Seminar on 
Promoting Independent and 
Pluralistic Arab Media” sche- 
duled to be held in Sanaa 
Jan. 7-11, 1995 is now ready. 

According to the program- 
me, the seminar will be laun- 
ched by an opening ceremony 
in which representatives of 
the Yemeni government, the 
U.N. and UNESCO will 
address the audience. They 
will be followed by a repre- 
sentative of the Arab media 
who will gjve the keynote 
address, the seminar’s first 
substance speech. 

The first working session 
will start in the afternoon 
under the theme “The Situa- 
tion of the Media in the Arab 
"World: The issue of Inde- 
pendence and Pluralism.” 
From there on, the seminar 
will take the shape of paper 
presentations in the morn- 
ings, and working groups in 
the afternoons. 


Hie morning session of the 
next day will address the 
theme of “Public Service 
Media.” The working groups 
in the afternoon will be on 
“Women and the Media,” 
and “Monitoring of Press 
Freedom.” The third day will 
address legal and political 
aspects in free and pluralistic 
media. The issue of press 
censorship will weigh heavily 
on this day. The afternoon 
workshops will deal with 
strengthening of professional 
organisations and training. 

The training dimension will 
also cake up tbe next day, 
while Thursday (Jan. 11) will 
be devoted to tbe final report 
and declaration of the semi- 
nar. 

Some 150 media personali- 
ties representing all the Arab 
countries and the relevant 
international organisations 
will attend the seminar, 
which will be held at Haddah 
Hotel. In addition, key and 
effective international orga- 
nisations such as Article 


XIX, Com mittee to Protect 
Journalists. FIEJ, Amnesty 
International, and others will 
send representatives. 

“The choice of Sanaa as 
the meeting place for this 
important media event comes 
to underline the world com- 
munity’s support for Yemen’s 
efforts in working towards an 
open and free press. I hope 
that the Arab media will use 
this seminar to overcome the 
obstacles that hamper free- 
dom of the press in the Arab 
World,” said Nejib Friji head 
of UNIC* and the official 
spokesman for tbe seminar. 
He also said that the caliber 
of the participants gives hope 
that something tangible will 
come out of this seminar. 

The seminar will lead to 
the Sanaa Declaration which 
will outline the participants' 
planned course of action as 
well as what the U.N. and 
UNESCO are willing and 
able to do in support of a free 
and pluralistic Arab media — 
Yemen Times. 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s 
parliament on Tuesday au- 
thorised the government to 
sign an international human 
rights convention against tor- 
ture. • 

All 37 attending members 
of parliament, including 
cabinet ministers, voted for 
the ratification of the U.N. 
convention against torture 
and other cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment or 
punishment. 

The measure requires the 
approval of Emir Sheikh Ja- 
ber Al Ahmad Al Sabah be- 
fore its enactment, a practice 
that usually takes a few 
weeks. 

The house decided to delay 
a vote on two other interna- 
tional human rights pacts — 
international covenant on 
economic, social and cultural 
rights and the international 
covenant on dvil and political 
rights. 


Parliamentarians, citing 
fears of contradictions with 
the Islamic laws, sent tbe two 
agreements to the house’s 
foreign affairs committee for 
advice. 

“If such contradictions 
were proved tbe conventions 
will still be endorsed, but 
reservations will be placed on 
some artides,” MP Yaqoub 
Hayati told Reuters. 

By acceding to the agree- 
ments, Kuwait will be obliged 
periodically to render a pub- 
lic accounting to U.N. bodies 
overseeing compliance with 
.the pacts, human rights ex- 
perts say. 

Tuesday's measure will 
provide for farther interna- 
tional scrutiny of the state's 
rights record following in- 
creased interest in the issue in 
the aftermath of its 1991 li- 
beration from Iraqi occupa- 
tion, they say. 

“Kuwait will benefit from 
increased openness. This 


leaves no room for accusa- 
tions in relation to human 
rights in Kuwait,” an offidal, 
who did not wish to be identi- 
fied, said. 

Kuwait has been criticised 
for its failure to prosecute 
people who killed Palestinian 
red dents immediately after 
the 1991 Gulf war. Palesti- 
nians were accused of siding 
with Iraq during the seven- 
month occupation. 

Offirialis say any killings 
that took place occurred in 
drcumstances of unusual 
lawlessness and say they en- 
ded when the government 
returned and took control 
three months later. 

Kuwait in February 1994 
ratified tbe 1979 U.N. con- 
vention on the elimination of 
all forms of discrimination 
against women but lodged 
reservations on clauses 
guaranteeing women tbe vote 
and equal rights in child cus- 
tody cases. 


Crowds gather for 
‘apparition’ of Jesus 
Christ in Tehran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Large 
crowds have been gather- 
ing in front of a house in 
the Iranian capita! in tbe 
past few days after rumoun 
spread about the apparition 
of Jesus Christ there. 

Hundreds of Armenians 
and Muslims, dressed in 
their best, show up every 
day before the stnaii “mira- 
cle" house in eastern 
Tehran for an opportunity 
to touch its concrete walk, 
where neighbours said an 
image of a bearded Jesus, 
dressed in white and hold- 
ing a cane, appeared on 
Wednesday. 

According to “testimo- 
nies” provided by residents 
of the neighbourhood, 
where a large Armenian 
Christian co mmunit y lives, 
the daughter of the owner 
of the house witnessed the 
‘Illuminated white image 
on the wall and asked him 
to heal her unde and pay 
her money so she could pay 
her rent.” 

She told her friends later 
that her wishes had been 
granted and tbe story soon 
spread, attracting hundreds 
of people from the district 
to tiie house in Avanessian 
Street. 

The apparition has since 
become a main topic of 
discussion for the several- 
thousand-strong Armenian 
community in the district. 

“One has to be a believer 
to be able to observe the 
face of Jesus Christ and the 
cross on the walls of the 
boose,” said Albert, a 
young Armenian Christian 


visiting the bouse. 

“The apparition will 
come at night because one 
can see the image better ia 
dark,” he said. 

Police evacoated and 
sealed off tbe house im- 
mediately after the word of 
the apparition circu lat ed in 
tiie town but an officer told 
AFP they had received no 
order to disperse the 
crowd: “They wffl get tired 
and leave,” he said. 

Several residents and 
shopkeepers in tbe street 
said they had expected the 
apparition because it was 
“written in holy books.” 
“When tbe world is filled 
with Injustice, sins and 
blasphemy and when 
poverty and social press- 
ure become intolerable, 
Jesus wili come to restore 
justice," said Vasgen. an 
Armenian mechanic who 
had come to touch the wall. 

Sceptics, however, found 
the story hard to believe. 
“This is not true. It’s an 
illusion,” said Ara, an eco- 
nomics-major student from 
Tehran University who was 
there “out of curiously. ” 
“Why would Jesus de- 
scend on a modest house in 
a poor neighbourhood,” a 
young man asked, rejoicing 
and laughing with several 
friends who seemed happy 
to see tbe animation the, 
rumour had brought to 
their poor neighbourhood. • 
Around 250,000 Arme- 
nians live in Iran, whose 
population is mainly Shiite 
Muslims. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Car In Arafat motorcade crashes 

GAZA CITY (AP) — A car in Palestine leader Yasser 
Arafat’s motorcade crashed into a tree Tuesday and the 
driver was killed, police said. Tyo-passengers were slightly 
injured. Mr. Arafat was not present when the accident 
occurred. The victim, Iyad Kronz, 21, was driving one of 
.several cars that escorted Mr. Arfat to Gaza’s Rafah 
crossing with Egypt. On the way back bran Rafah to Gaza 
City, the car hit a tree. Mr. Arafat’s drivers are notorious 
for their wreckless driving and have been seen scaring 
people off the streets. 

Mitterrand goes on Nile cruise 


CAIRO (AP) — Former French President Francois Mitter- 
rand, ailing from prostate cancer, has been slightseeing in 
tbe southern resort of Aswan, residents of the area 
reported Tuesday. Mr. Mitterrand, 79, arrived in Aswan 
Sunday night to spend Christmas and the new year, as has 
been his habit for several years. He ended bis 14 years as 
president last May because of ill health. He was seen 
sightseeing Monday, looking tired and walking on crutches 
with two security men helping him along. His illness did not 
stop him from taking a boat ride on the Nile, though he 
chose a dosed vessel to protect him from tbe wind. Aswan 
is a popular tourist resort 685 kilometre south of Cairo. 

Kaaba washed by Prince Majed 

JIDDAH (AP) — A leading member of the Saudi ruling 
family. Prince Majed, Saturday led the ritual washing of 
the Kaaba, Islam’s holiest shrine in Mecca. The official 
&udi press agency said Prince Majed, governor of the holy 
city of Mecca, presided over the religious ceremony on 
behalf of King Fahd, who is resting after his discharge from 
hosp ital Dec. 7. The washing of Kaaba, a square stone 
structure buflt by tbe Prophet Abraham, is performed twice 
a year with performed, water. Mus lims around the world 
turn to Kaaba to pray five times a day. The mosque of the 
7th century Prophet Mo h a mma d in Medina, also in Saudi 
Arabia, is Islam's second holiest shrine. 


Egyptian police raid poppy, cannabis plantation 

(AFP) — Hundreds of police in gun boa 
netted 750,000 cannabis and poppy plants worth a milKc 
dollars in a huge raid on an island family of drug dealers i 
south Egypt on Tuesday, police said. More than 500 polk 
^tbeboa* swept down era an island in the Nile near Nag* 
Abdel Rusul village in Asyut province, 380 ktiometn 
south of Cairo. After a gun battle with farmers tending tl 
extensive h a shis h and opium fields, police seized the 
and arrested nine of the members of the Maqwaid dai 
pohee said. The family had used government-owned lax 
on the island to grow the plants, police said. 



JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

14tf0 Inspector Gadget 

1*36 Cbost Writer 

1&60 BiD Nyc tbe Science Guy 

1&30 Amazing Stories 

1640 

The Adventures of the Black 
Stallion 

1&J0 Sky Trackers 

17:66 Jenx 

I9KM News in French 

19:15 

Magazine — Sports Et Musiquc 

1938 News Headlines 

1936 Anything for a Laugh 

2840 

“ Doc. — The Nature of Things 
26£5 The Bold and the Beautiful 

21:10 Star Trek 

22^0 News in English 

73x25 Prism 

2&60 

The Nutcracker — A Fantasy on 
Ice 

06:28 

Comedy — Grace Under Fire 


PRAYER TIMES 


05:66 

06:29 

II J6 

1428 

16:43 

!fc06 


Fajr 
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St- Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdtkfc, Tel. 810740 
AacaUfcs of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Ananarta Uon Td. 

637440. 

De b SaBe Church Tel. 661757 
Temsancta Church Tel: 622366 
Cbm* of the Annunch tUou Tel. 
623541. 

AngBen Chun* Td. 652826. 
Armarfn Cithaic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Ansmibu Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

St Iplnta Church Tel. 771751. 
Am ma n International Church Td. 

652526. 

Evaagdkal Lutheran Church Tel: 
S24328. 

German apcuhhig Evangelical Con- 
pegatfan Td. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 654932 
Church’ of Nuzarene TcL67569l. 
The Evangelical Local Church in 


Tel. SI 1295 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by tbe Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

It will be relatively hot and skies 
dor. It will be foggy in the early 
morning. In Aqaba, it will be partly 
doudy and seas cairn. Winds will be 


northwesterly moderate. 

Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 5714 

Aqaba 11/24 

Deserts 3/12 

Jordan Valley 9/23 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 13 Aqaba 22. Humidity 
readings: Amman 30 per cent, 
Aqaba 32 per cent 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Bassam Kantdshdi 759200 

Dr. Mukhles Haiasah 819220 

Dr, Muatoer Al Qraini 7799S9 

Dr. Abdul Wahab A wad ... 846070 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Ai Astana pharmacy 637055 

Nwroukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Sbmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Natroujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

1RBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 281741 


Al Ouds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Rarib Atailafa 984424 

Khalifefa pharmacy 98S417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centro 637111 

Civfl Defence Department 661111 
Gvfl Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ...... 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 61710] 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Pohee 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PnbBc Security Department ....... 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman MimidpaGty 

Comp bints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

OvcrseasCaQs 010230 

Central Amman Teteafa nofc*- 

Repairs — ..^‘.623101 . 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Elcctricnv Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 


Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hnssem Medieal Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akfleh Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malbas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisam 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasber Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

ALAhli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhajreen ... 777101/3 
Al-Bastrir.J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army.SMarka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ....60224050 

Araal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

I bn Sira Hospital 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
tb am - 

Princess Basma Hospital . 

Greek CatboGc Hosxul 
IbnAINafees Hospital ... j 



AQABA: 

Princess Hays Hospital (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

7te information is suppSed by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at tbe Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Tel. (D8)S32O0- 
S. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) FHcMs 
(Terminal 1) 

9*35 Jeddah (RJ) 

8855 Dubai, Abu Dbabi (RJ) 

9949 Damascus (RJ) 

18:10 LamacafRJ) 

M^5 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

1&45 Istanbul (RJ) 

1755 Toronto, Montreal | 

1850 Brussels, Paris j 

1850 Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

18:15 Frankfort, Vienna | 

1825 London. Berfinf 

IM5 Rome | 

22s45 Aqaba 

2k29 Beiruti 


M:25 Cairo (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Cairo (MS) 

Jeddah (SV) 

12:15... Karachi, Abu Dhabi (PK) 

JH! Algiers (AH) 

IT* — . Sanaa (IY) 

52 Beirut (ME) 

Lamaca(CY) 

5 s ® Athens (O A) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

departures 

(BJ ’ FH9h * 

E® ■ Istanbul. Rome (RJ) 

1R15 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

Beriin, London (RJ) 

JJ2 Two. Casablanca (RJ) 

Istanbul (RJ) 

— Colombo (RJ) 

Riyadh, Dharhan I 

5JJ Bcinnl 

52 New Delhi (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

8M0 Calcutta, Bangkok (RJ J 

-Aqaba, Cairo (RJ) 

D“bai, Muscat (RJ) 

22:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights (T arm Inal 2) 

SJf Beirut (ME) 
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H1JAZ RAILWAY 

TRAIN 

every Monday 
Arr. frame. 5:00p.m. every Monday 
Dtp. D— m i 7J0ajn. every Sundw 
Mr. Hamm .... 5.-00p.o. every Sunday 

*mket prices 

Cpper/iower price in fife per kg. 

™'2£ 
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“UMa (imported) 8S&650 
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AMMAN — The King- 
dom's sports facilities will 
gain a vital addition 
Wednesday with the open- 
ing of the AI Hassan squash 
centre at AI Hussein Youth 
City. 

His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan will 
^ * inangtirate the centre which 

includes six courts, indud- 
ing two centre courts seai- 
»-.* ing 700 and 200 spectators 

respectively. 

s,. ^ AI Hussein Youth City 
yVv includes the capital’s only 

international soccer stadi- 
K.^Ji um as well as the Sports 
Palace court which hosts 
volleyball, basketball, 
handball and other compe- 
titions . 

Considered to be one of 
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the most highly sophisticat- 
ed squash centres of the 
region, the AI Hassan sports 
centre will soon be hosting 
the 8th Asian squash cham- 
pionship which opens in 

Amman Jan. g_ 

Thirteen Asian nations 
will be converging on 
A mman starting Jan. 6 to 
take part in the competition. 
The teams represent 
Bahrain, Hong Kong, India, 
South Korea, Kuwait, 
Lebanon, Malaysia, Pak- 
istan, Palestine, Sri I .anlra 
Singapore, Taiwan, and Jor- 
dan. 

During the 10-day long 
championship, the General 
Assembly of the Asian 
Squash Federation will 
hold its meetings 
Amman. 


in 





Seminar reviews municipal councils’ 
role in development of tourism 
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posium on the role of 
municipal councils in local 
development Tuesday dis- 
cussed two working papers 
^ cm tourism promotion and 
V £ *s&. th$ development of national 
and cultural responsibility. 

The symposium was 
opened Monday by Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker who stressed his 
government’s interest in 
activating the role of 
municipal councils in com- 
munity development . 

Addressing the opening 
session, Sharif Zeid empha- 
sised the importance of 
community participation in 
the development process. 

Hie called on the munici- 
pal councils to work as one 
team and to maintain the 
councils’ integrity and 
objectivity aitf- to wpric-., 
towards serving the public ‘ 
interest rather. -than narrow ■■ 
personal interests. 

“Promoting tourism can- 
not be achieved in isolation 
from local administrations 
and non-governmental 
organisations at the nation- 
al and sub-national levels. 
Minister of Tourism Abdul 
Dah Kbatib said in the pre- 
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Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Bin Shaker Monday addresses the opening of a three- day 
symposium on municipal councils roles in community development (Petra photo) 
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' sentatioo of his' working 
paper. 

Ml Khatib said tourism 
has become an extremely 
important sector in the 
world economy, noting that 
the number of world 
tourists totalled 537 million 
last year, yielding some 
$341 billion in profit 


He pointed out that the 
tourism market represents 
more than 8 per cent of 
world exports, and that it 
even exceeds oil exports 
which represent almost 6.5 
percent of world exports. 
The Arab -region occupies 
only 2 per cent of the total 
world tourism market. 
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according to the minister. 

Mr. Khatib called on 
municipal councils to pre- 
serve Jordan’s unique 
tourist and archeogligical 
attractions, and to save 
them from alterations 
caused by organisation 
planning. 




rd by Prince Majed 








.. . 


PROVINCIAL GOVERNORS: Newly appointed provincial governors take the oath 
of office in the presence of Minister of Interior Salameh Hammad Tiesday. _ The 
minister opened a week-long specialised training course for the newly-appointed 
provincial governors to orient them on the new administrative divisions system, 
which will enter into force as of Jan. L Addressing the opening session, Mr. Ham- 
mad stressed the need to safeguard Jordan’s economic, cultural and educational 
achievements. He emphasised the importance of national unity, saying “our 
strength lies in our national unity which constitutes an inseparable and unbreakable 
web.” (Petra photo) 
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Prince Ghazi attends JUST ceremony 

RAMTHA (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein’s Cultural Advisor Prince Ghazi Ben 
Mohammad Tuesday attended a special ceremony held at Jordan University of Science 
and Technology (JUST) to honour the university’s outgoing president Kamel Ajlouni, 
who has been at the helm of the university for nearly nine years. The university’s Pres- 
ident Sa’ad Hijazi praised Dr. Ajlouni’s leadership and reviewed achievements made 
ever since he took over in 1986. Dn AjJouni spoke of the continuous support of HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan. The ceremony was attended by presidents of the various Jordan- 
ian universities, deans of faculties and Ramtha’s district governor. 

Satellite manufacture tenders to be launched 

AMMAN (Petra) — Telecommunications Corporation Director General Walid Dweik 
Tuesday returned home from Rabat where he took part in the 76th session of the Arab 
Satellite Corporation (ARABSAT) Board of Directors, hejd there Dec. IS to -4. Taking 
part in the meetings were representatives for Jordan, Saudi Arabia. Kuwait, L mted Arab 
Emirates, Qatar, Libya, Syria, Morocco and Egypt- In an arrival statement Mr. Dweik 
Said the board authorised ARABS AX’S executive office to invite tenders for the manu- 
fecture of the third satellite of the second generation, utilising findings of a consultancy 
study on feasibility of the new generation of Arab satellites. He said the first satellite of 
the second generation will be launched by mid-1996. the second in ear Jy January 1997. 
Ml Dweik said the board also approved a regulation for imposing tariffs on telephone 
and TV services provided by ARABSAT. 


First session 
of Tawjihi 
exams 

begins today 

AMMAN (Petra) — A total 
of 96,888 students today 
head for examination halls 
throughout the Kingdom to 
sit for the first part of the 
General Secondary Certifi- 
cate or Tawjihi examina- 
tions, according to Min- 
istry of Education sources. 

Director General of the 
Examinations Department, 
Ahmad Salem said the fig- 
ure includes 26,509 stu- 
dents in the scientific 
stream, 52,561 in the liter- 
ary stream, 6,550 in the 
commercial stream, 3,779 
in the agricultural stream, 
5,207 in the vocational 
stream .and 1,713 in the 
nursing stream. 

Mr. Salem said examina- 
tions will start at 9.30 a.m., 
instead of S.00 am., to 
allow students to arrive on 
time. 

Mr. Salem said a total of 
7,500 teachers will start 
corrrecting examination 
papers in Amman, Iibid, 
Salt, Zarqa, Karak and 
Ma’an as of Dec. 29. 

He added that the min- 
istry has made arrange- 
ments for hospitalised stu- 
dents or those serving 
prison terras, to take the 
examinations at a special 
centre set up for this pur- 
pose. 

He also said that an 
examination hall was 
opened in Tunis for Jordan- 
ian students living there, 
who wish to sit for the 
exams. 

Mr. Salem said 27 blind 
students, who will dictate 
their answers to examiners, 
are also taking the exams. 
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Ministry proposes law on placement 
of children of ‘unfit’ parents 


By Lola Keilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN -The Ministry of 
Social Development is 
proposing a new law that 
would grant the govern- 
ment the right to place an 
“abused” child with a foster 
family only after the court 
of law decides that the 
child’s parents or legal 
guardians were “unfit" to 
care for him/her. 

The law, drafted by the 
ministry, along with h uman 
rights activists, specialists 
in child education, and non- 
governmental organisa- 
tions, does not clearly 
define what is meant by an 
“abused" child or an “unfit” 
parent 

Nevertheless, the draft 
law expands the role of the 


Higher Council for the 
Children to allow “abused" 
children or citizens aware 
of cases of neglect or abuse 
towards children to report 
these cases to the council. 

After a court decision that 
the child’s parents or 
guardians are unfit to rnlt? 
care of him/her, the govern- 
ment will then place the 
child with a foster family, 
which, by criteria, should 
be Jordanian and childless, 
and with certain social and 
educational “standards,"or 
may decide to place the 
child in a welfare institu- 
tion. 

Lawyer and human rights 
activist Asma Khader, who 
participated in drawing up 
the draft, said as long as the 
guardian (parent) has the 
right to discipline his/her 


child, the application of the 
law will largely depend on 
its interpretation by tbe 
judges. 

Existing laws give the 
guardian or parent the right 
of discipline, which 
includes corporal punish- 
menL 

“What one judge consid- 
ers abuse another might 
find only a form of disci- 
pline,” Ms. Khader said, 
explaining that bruises 
found on a child could be 
“interpreted as part of that 
right." 

According to Ms. Khader, 
articles in die draft law are 
not legally binding. They 
are closer 10 being “recom- 
mendations than laws," she 
said. 

As an example, she point- 
ed to articles in the draft 


law that state that children 
have the right to invest their 
time in useful activities, 
such as sports and cultural 
events, and that children 
have a right to self-expres- 
sion, saying these types of 
articles were “not precise 
nor concise enough to pro- 
tect children's rights.” 

Ms. Khader also criticised 
the draft law as lacking in 
legal technicalities. 

Some of the articles of the 
draft law are based on the 
International Charter for 
the Child's Rights, which 
Jordan is a signatory of. 
along with other countries. 

For this drift law to be 
adopted, the Cabinet, then 
Parliament, have to endorse 
iL 


Jordanian 

scholar 

wins 

literary 

award 


AMMAN (J.T.) - Presi- 
dent of the Royal Acade- 
my of Islamic Civilisa- 
tion and Research 
Nassereddin Assad Tues- 
day won the Arab 
World’s most prestigious 
prize for writers and 
intellectuals, held in the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). 

Dr. Assad, who was 
awarded the Fourth Sul- 
tan Ibn AJ-Owais prize 
for Literary Criticism, for 
his work on 60 research 
and study papers and 14 
books, all of which dealt 
wifo Arabic. Jiterature. • 

“My main work was a 
number of criticism stud- 
ies of pre-Islamic poetry, 
which I take pride in,” 
Dr. Assad, also a member 
in the Upper House of 
Parliament told the Jor- 
dan Times. He added that 
he was pleased to have 
won such a distinguished 
prize. 

Although the winner, a 
former minister of higher 
education, did not apply 
to the competition, he 
said that someone must 
have nominated him. 

He added he had no 
knowledge who that per- 
son was. 

The council^ supervising 
tbe award, which has a 
capital of $ 6.8 million, 
and is named after a 
businessman who was 
also a poet, will distribute 
$500,000 among the five 
winners. 

This year’s prize, which 
is given oat to promote 
Arabic culture, was 
awarded to Abdal Wahab 
Bayati from Iraq, who 
received the poetry prize, 
Edward Kbarrat from 
Egypt, who received the 
novel and drama prize, 
Awatef Abdul Rahman 
and Muhammed Ramihi 
from Egypt and Iraq 
respectively shared the 
social sciences prize. 

In 1982 Dr. Assad won 
the King Faisal Global 
Award for Arabic litera- 
ture. 

As for this year’s 
award. Dr. Assad told the 
Jordan Times he will 
spend the prize money of 
$100,000 on further 
research. 


Man receives three-month 
prison term for ‘honour’ killing 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A 22-year-old 
man was sentenced Tues- 
day to three-months impris- 
onment by the Criminal 
Court for foe murder of his 
17-year-old sister in a 
crime of honour on July 27. 

Ibrahim Musa, who was 
charged with tbe premedi- 
tated murder of his 17-year- 
old married sister Fatbieh, 
first received six months 
but the sentence was 
reduced to three months 
because his family dropped 
charges. 

The court also amended 
the premeditated murder 
charges against tbe defen- 
dant to third degree murder 
because the court said Mr. 
Musa committed the crime 
in a fit of fury to “cleanse 
his family’s honour:” 

According to court docu- 
ments, Fatiueh had ? - 
extra-marital ' relationship 
and on tbe night before the 
incident she left her house 
at 1:30 ajn. in Abu Sabah 
village to meet her lover. 

The document said that 
Fathieh’s brother found his 
sister at her uncle’s house, 
where she had sought 
refuge after learning that 
her “escape” had been dis- 
covered. 

“When Fathieh told her 
brother of tbe story he drew 
a gun and shot her once in 


the bead, then turned him- 
self in to police,” the docu- 
ment said. 

Also Tuesday, the Crimi- 
nal Court heard the testimo- 
ny of tbe father of a 32- 
year-old woman, Muna M., 
who was killed Aug. 12. 

According to court docu- 
ments. Muna had helped a 
man rape the suspect’s girl- 
friend in a brothel the day 
before the murder. Khali d, 
27, allegedly killed Muna 
to avenge the alleged rape 
of his girlfriend. 

Turki Ali Khizai, 50, told 
the court that his daughter 
Muna had run -away from 
home five years ago to 
marry the man she loved. 

“I never heard anything 
concerning my daughter for 
five years until the police 
informed me that my 
daughter (the victim.) was 
found dead in Amman 
National Park." Mr. Khizai 
told the- court. - 
The decomposing body of 
Muna. M. was found two 
weeks after tbe murder in 
the park with one bullet to 
the head and several stab 
wounds to tbe chest, 
according to court docu- 
ments. Parts of the murder 
victim’s body were mutilat- 
ed. 

Presiding Judge Abdul 
Ruhman Tawfiq set Jan. 1 1 
to continue hearing the 
case. 

Meanwhile, the Criminal 


Court Monday acquitted a 
48-year-old man of the 
double murder charges of a 
woman and her six-month- 
old babv in Shmeisani 
March 27. 

The court discharged 
Majid Sabayleh because 
there was no strong evi- 
dence to indict or link him 
with the murder. In addi- 
tion, the court said, it relied 
on one of the 23 witnesses 
who testified that the sus- 
pect was at a coffee shop at 
the time the murder was 
committed. 

Tbe bodies of Maha and 
her son, Samer, were found 
in an apartment which the 
suspect had rented in 
Shmeisani. 

According to court docu- 
ments, the murder victim, a 
mother of five children who 
was married to a man in 
Irbid, .eloped from her 
home' in T992 and was 
since reported missing by 
her husband. 

Tbe documents added 
that the woman had several 
extra-marital affairs includ- 
ing her affair with Mr. 
Sabayleh whom she was 
living with. The baby, who 
was also found murdered in 
the apartment, was the son 
of Mr. Sabayleh. 

Mr. Sabayleh, however, 
was sentenced to one-year 
for committing adultery. 


Health official points to shortage 
in medical equipment, personnel 


By Samir Hgawi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Tbe director 
of tbe Maternal and Child 
Health (MCH) department 
at tbe Ministry of Health, 
Usama Badran, Thursday 
said that the increase in the 
number of health centres 
around the country was not 
being matched with a pro- 
portionate increase in tbe 
number of nursing and 
medical cadres, midwives 
and medical equipment. 

Dr. Badran pointed to a 
shortage in medical and 
nursing cadres, ultrasound 
equipment, dental clinics 
and medicines. 

He noted, however, an 
increase in the number of 
people visiting the min- 
istry’s health centres, where 
they receive free medical 
services. 

Poverty, low income and 
high cost of treatment at 
private sector health facili- 
ties are behind the high 

f— 


turnout at the ministry’s 
health facilities. Dr. Badran 
said. 

A total of 49,092 children 
benefited from health ser- 
vices provided by these 
centres in 1994, as com- 
pared to 15,000 children in 
1976, according to Dr. Bad- 
ran. 

He revealed that 96 per 
cent of’ all children under 
one are immunised against 
diphtheria, pertussis, 
tetanus (DPT) and polio, 
and 92 per cent against 
measles. 

Dr Badran said that vac- 
cines were given to all chil- 
dren free of charge through 
278 maternal and child 
health centres spread 
throughout (he country. 

He added that these 
health centres provide vac- 
cine services and advice on 
nutrition, in addition to 
diagnosis of early child- 
hood disability. 

Another medical officer, 
Abdul Rahim Jalal, said 


health centres face great 
pressure due to the high 
turnout of patients seeking 
medical treatment. He said, 
the centres are not suffi- 
ciently manned to properly 
meet the high demand. 

“Despite this " Dr. Jalal 
said, “we spare no effort to 
serve our patients, particu- 
larly in relation to the vac- 
cines." 

He stressed that the DPT, 
polio, measles, tuberculo- 
sis, and hepatitis B vac- 
cines are given to children 
free of charge at the min- 
istry’s centres, and that the 
tetanus vaccine is also 
given free of charge to 
pregnant women, under the 
national immunisation pro- 
gramme. 

To ensure that all children 
are medically insured, the 
Ministry of Health has 
recently formed a commit- 
tee to carry out a study to 
cover around 300,000 
under-six-year-olds by a 
health insurance scheme. 



EXHIBITIONS 


* Works 
Nasser at 


Darat 


artist Hind 
AI Funun 



poet 
entitled 
'The Autobiography of an 
Eve" at. Darat? AI 
Jabal Weabdeh. (Until Tart. 
4).* Photography exhibition 
"Biblical mneraries" at the 
French Cultural Centre. 
(Until Dec 30). 


MUSIC RECITAL 

* Recital of Eastern music 
at the Phoenix Gallery for 
Culture and Art, Gardens. 
Street at 6.00 p.m. 

CHRISTMAS SALE 

$c- 

*G2fts and crafts by Suha 
Lallas Kassisieh at the Jor- 
dan Design and Trade Cen- 
tre of the Tsfoor AI Hussein 
Foundation, off Wadi Saqra 
Street (until Dec. 31). ^ 


4 World News 
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Moscow’s man in Chechenya 
insists he is legitimate boss 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Doku 
Zavgayev,- head of the 
MoScc?w : ms tailed govern- 
ment in Chechenya, said 
Tuesday he was the repub- 
lic's' legitimate elected 
leader* despite a separatist 
boycott and evidence of 
fraud- during the Russian- 
organised leadership ballot. 

Mr. Zavgayev, who was 
also -Cbechenya's former 
Communist boss under the 
Soviet Union, told reporters 
here that “legitimate power 
has been restored to 
Chechenya, where 95 per 
cent of the people voted for 
the new republican leader" 

The elections, held from 
Dec. 14 to 17, were charac- 
terised by widespread fraud 
and international observers 
were absent. Mr Zavgayev 
was the only mag cm - candi- 
date. 

There were do electoral 
lists,' and the polls were 
boycotted by the separatists 
loyal to independence 
leader Dzhokhar Dudayev, 
who was elected president 
in 1991, and several pro- 
Russian leaders, who 
denounced them as unde- 


mocratic. 

Mr. Zavgayev rejected the 
accusations of malpractice, 
arguing that the result was 
“incontrovertible.” 

“There were cases of 
■fraud just like anywhere 
else in the world,” Mr. 
Zavgayev said, adding that 
“if people voted several 
times they were themselves 
to blame.” 

“This does not cast doubt 
on the election of the repub- 
lican leader,” be insisted. 

Under the electoral law 
implemented by the 
Moscow-installed govern- 
ment in the devastated capi- 
tal Grozny, voters were 
allowed to cast their ballots 
in any polling station after 
showing an identity docu- 
ment 

There was no system to 
prevent multiple voting. 

The Electoral Commis- 
sion did not explain how it 
calculated the total number 
of voters in Checbenya after 
a year of war in which an 
estimated 25,000 bave died* 
and thousands bave been 
made homeless. 

On Monday, Russian 


Interior Minister Anatoly 
Kulikov said Moscow could 
no longer negotiate with the 
separatists and that Mr. 
Zavgayev himself should 
carry out negotiations with 
the separatists. 

Talks between Moscow 
and the rebels were- sus- 
pended in October after an 
assassination attempt which 
critically wounded General 
Anatoly Romanov, die for- 
mer Russian military com- 
mander in Chechenya. 

Mr. Zavgayev said 
Tuesday his government 
was “ready to talk to those 
who understand that in 
Chechenya peace is the only 
solution.” 

Meanwhile, the federal 
command of Russian troops 
in Chechenya denied an ear- 
lier statement by military 
Commander Anatoly 
Shkixko that 267 civilians 
were killed during 10 days 
of fighting in Gudermes. 

A statement from the fed- 
eral command's press ser- 
vice said the general Siever 
spoke or such a death toll 
in Chechenya’s second 
biggest town, 30 kilometre? 


east of the capital Grozny. 

Local, Russian-installed 
Chechen officials were 
compiling a final toll, the 
statement said. 

Gen. Shkirko also said 
300 Chechen rebels were 
killed and 400 injured, 
while an aide to top 
Chechen guerrilla 

Commander Aslan 

Maskhadov told AFP in 
Grozny that 700 Rnssian 
soldiers had been killed and 
up to 40 armoured vehicles 
destroyed in Gudermes. 

Both sides regularly 
exagerate the losses of their 
opponents following bat- 
ties. 

Russian forces regained 
control of Gudermes 
Monday, after some of the 
worst fighting seen since a 
shaky ceasefire came into 
force at the end of June. 

Residents of Gudermes 
fleeing the violence spoke 
of at least a hundred civil- 
ians killed 

Russian forces stepped in 
after the rebels launched a 
surprise assault on the town 
to coincide with the elec- 
tions. 


Emergency crews search for last 2 
bodies from crash of U.S. airliner 


BOGOTA (AFP) — Three of the four sur- 
vivors of last week's American Airlines 
crash in Colombia were upgraded from crit- 
ical to serious but stable condition Monday 
as crews searched for two remaining bod- 
ies. • 

D6ctor Luis Fernando Castro at Cali 
University Hospital said two men and a 
nine-year-old girl were moved out of the 
intensive care unit, where the fourth sur- 
vivor, a 21-year-old woman remained 
despite slow improvement in her condition. 

The Boeing 757 passenger plane from 
Miami, Florida slammed into an Andean 
Mountain with 164 people on board 
Wednesday while attempting to land in Cali 
after it apparently strayed from its flight 
path. 

Separately Monday, a U.S. newspaper 
attributed the accident to human error. 

4JnnamedKSoi&ceS told' The Washington 
Post that mistakes-made by the pilots or air 
traffic controllers, or both, caused the crash 
in which 160 people perished. 

Colombian and U.S. technicians inspect- 
ing the flight data recorder in Washington 
told the newspaper they believed human 
error caused the accident but said it would 
take months to reach a final conclusion. 

“What we clearly have is an operational 
accident,” one source familiar with the 
investigation said. 

Experts at the Washington-based National 
Transportation Safety Board were decipher- 
ing date contained in the flight recorder and 
were §> begin Tuesday piecing together a 
detailed transcript of all communication 
between the pilots and the controllers. 

The newspaper report said analysts bad 


ruled out sabotage or mechanical trouble as 
the cause of the accident. 

On the steep and cold mountainside, 
workers from the Red Cross, civil defence 
and Colombian police pressed their final 
push to find the remains the two people 
whose remains had not yet been located. 

The soldiers began in the early hours 
Monday to “remove earth and debris, and 
everything else they come across in that 
sector in order to locate the four bodies that 
remain at the site of this fatal accident,” 
Radio Caracol said earlier. 

The clean-up operation, still inching for- 
ward after five days of battling with rough 
weather and terrain, was coordinated from 
the southeastern Colombian town of San 
Jose, located near Buga where the plane 
crashed just four in-flight minutes before it 
was scheduled to land in Cali. 

Most of the i."6 passengers on Flight 965 
were Colombians returning home for 
Christmas. 

Sources quoted by the Post said mistakes 
were made as the plane drifted down a dark 
valley between high mountains in its 
attempt to land. 

There could have been miscommunica- 
tion between the U.S. crew and Colombian 
air traffic controllers because of language 
problems, the report said. 

All traffic control communications are 
supposed to be in English but previous 
crashes have resulted from language trou- 
bles. 

American Airiines Saturday warned its 
pilots not to accept clearances not on their 
flight plans, the report said 


Burmese junta cracking down on 
political prisoners — opposition 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Bur- 
ma’s military ralers have 
cracked down on political 
prisoners in an effort to 
identify the source of 
reports on prison condi- 
tions, an opposition group 
charged Tuesday. 

TheiAU Burma Students' 
Democratic Front (ABSDF) 
said tie junta had begun “a 
very sutal investigation” to 
find foe source of letters 
from political prisoners sent 
clandestinely to U.N. offi- 
cial Ypzo Yokota. 

The: letters were sent to 
Mr. Yokota, the U.N. rap- 
porteur, on human rights, for 
his report on the human 
rights' situation in Burma. 

The ABSDF statement 
alleged that prisoners had 
been denied water and food 
during interrogation periods 


since mid-November and 
had been forced to sleep on 
concrete without mats or 
blankets. 

Permission to meet the 
detainees at Insein Prison 
had been refused since mid- 
November, the statement 
said, adding that prisoners 
under interrogation had 
been kept in “military dog 
cells.” 

The junta “would like to 
find out which prisoners 
wrote the letters and who 
helped them to send the let- 
ters out of the prison,” the 
ABSDF said. 

It held that conditions at 
Insein Prison were “very 
bad” and that some prison- 
ers were seriously ill. 

According to the ABSDF, 
the junta planned to “crush 
the supporters” of opposi- 


tion leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi before moving against 
her personally. 

The junta “is aware of the 
public relations boost the 
release of Ms. Suu Kyi has 
given them, and they will 
not throw this away by rear- 
resting her immediately," 
the statement said. 

“Instead they will cut off 
her support base and try to 
marginalise her ” by harass- 
ing and arresting her sup- 
porters as a first step, it 
added. 

Aung San Suu Kyi was 
released in July from nearly 
six years of house arrest. 
She has been allowed to cir- 
culate and address support- 
ers, but recently militaiy 
authorities have arrested 
people linked to her. 


Indian police raid Golden Temple 
in search of Sikh leader’s assassin 


NEW; DELHI. (AFP) — 
Indian police stormed the 
Golden Temple in the Sikh 
holy city of Amritsar in an 
overnight raid to flush out 
the alleged killer of a top 
Sikh politician, officials 
said Tuesday. 

The raid on the Sikh reli- 
gion’s holiest shrine was the 
first major police action 
there since May 1988 when 
army commandos shot dead 
36 Sikh separatists in a 11- 
day siege of the complex. 

Officials in Amritsar said 
police entered the Golden 
Temple in an attempt to 


capture the alleged master- 
mind of the Aug.31 assassi- 
nation of Beam SingJj, the 
Sikh chief minister of the 
northern state of Punjab. 

But city police chief S.S. 
China said no arrests were 
made after a search of the 
white maible shrine. The 
raid came three days after 
three Sikh separatists were 
arrested in Punjab for plot- 
ting to loll Prune Mims ter 
P.V. Narasimha Rao. 

Police said two of the 
“hardcore terrorists” arrest- 
ed Friday were also 
involved in the slaying of 


Beam Singh, credited with 
stamping out Sikh militancy 
through a relentless drive in 
the state. 

The police say the three 
suspects were involved in a 
‘Pakistani-aided conspira- 
cy” to assassinate Me. Rao 
and the chief minister of 
adjoining Haryana state, 
Bhajan Lai. 

One of the three suspects, 
Jagtar Singh Hawara, 
reportedly told officials 
their ringleader was staying 
in the Golden Temple, 
police said. 


Bangladesh 
opposition 
sets rallies 
ahead of 
strike 

DHAKA (R) — Opposi- 
tion parties continuing a 
long campaign to oust 
Prime Minister Khaleda 
Zia launched a new wave 
of rallies across Bangla- 
desh Tuesday ahead of gen- 
eral elections scheduled for 
February. 

Opposition officials said 
the campaign would culmi- 
nate in a countrywide 
transport shutdown Satur- 
day ahead of a 48-hour 
national strike starting on 
Jan. 3, the last date for reg- 
istration of election candi- 
dates. 

The strike is intended to 
frustrate attempts by nomi- 
nees of the ruling Bangla- 
desh Nationalist Party 
(BNP) and a few fringe 
opposition groups to regis- 
ter for the Feb. 7 polls. 

Major opposition groups, 
led by the Awami League 
of Sheikh Hasina, have 
refused to participate 
unless Mrs. Khaleda quits 
to allow a neutral caretaker 
administration to take 
cbaige. 

The opposition accuses 
Mis. Khaleda’s BNP of rig- 
ging a 1994 by-election 
and says general elections 
with her still in power will 
not be free and fair. 

They also accuse her of 
running a corrupt adminis- 
tration and have cam- 
paigned for more than a 
year to oust her. Almost all 
opposition members quit 
parliament a year ago in 
pursuit of their demand for 
a neutral administration. 

Mrs. Khaleda, who 
denies the opposition 
charges, has rejected the 
demand that she quit as 
unconstitutional. Frequent 
attempts at mediation have 
failed. 

Opposition officials said 
the latest effort, driven by 
U.S. Ambassador David 
Merrill, had yielded no 
“tangible result.” 

“The diplomat never did 
propose any formula. 
Rather he was keen to see 
that the two sides reached a 
peaceful solution,” Awami 
Leader Amir Hossain Amu 
told the Independent news- 
paper. 

Ml Merrill was present 
at one of the meetings Mr. 
Amu had with BNP leaders 
Shamsul Islam and Abdul 
Mannan Bhuiyan at the 
weekend, the first direct 
talks between rival leaders 
in more than a year. 

“There was no pressure 
from the diplomar. they are 
interested to know how far 
we have proceeded 
towards a solution,” Mr. 
Amu said 

“They are keen to see that 
the election is frilly contest- 
ed and that political stabili- 
ty remains in the interest of 
economic development” 



Dean Martin during performance in 1988 (AFP photo) 

Dean Martin dies at 78 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Veteran U.S. actor, singer 
and comedian Dean Martin 
died at his home Monday of 
acute respiratory failure, his 
agent Mort Viner said He 
was 78. 

Martin was perhaps best 
known as the straight man 
in the Martin and Lewis 
comedy team he starred in 
for years with Jerry Lewis. 

Martin ended that act after 
10 years in 1956 and later 
said that meeting and leav- 
ing Lewis were the two 
major turning points in his 
career. 

“I became a real actor 
because of those ' two 
tilings,” he said. 

Bom Dino Paul Crocetti 
in 1917 to an Ohio barber, 
Martin dropped out of high 
school after the 10th grade 
and worked at various odd 
jobs — including as a gas 
station attendant and boxer. 

He first used the name by 
which he became famous in 
1941 while singing with the 
Sammy Watkins Band in 
Cleveland Ohio. 

Martin served briefly in 
the Array but was dis- 
charged with a hernia in 
1945. The next year he met 
Lewis while both were per- 
forming in Atlantic City, 
and the pair soon launched 
their double acL 

Martin made his film 
debut in 1949 in “My 
Friend Irma.” He made a 
television debut in 1950 
with Lewis, with whom be 
w'orked until 1956. 

His first solo film after 
breaking with Lewis, Ten 
Thousand Bedrooms, was a 
dismal flop. But subsequent 
films, such as The Young 
Lions with Montgomery 
Clift and Marlon Brando, 
established him as a star in 


his own right 

Martin went on to host a 
solo television programme. 
The Dean Martin Show, 
which drew high ratings for 
its unrehearsed, sponta- 
neous style for most of its 
eight years on the air from 
1965-73. 

He was a regular member 
of the notorious Hollywood 
“rat pack,” a star-studded 
social club that featured 
such luminaries as Frank 
Sinatra, Sammy Davis Jr., 
and Peter Lawford 

Martin's first television 
series was followed by The 
Dean Martin Comedy Hour, 
which aired from 1973-74. 
He subsequently made a 
series of special television 
appearances. 

The smooth on-screen 
ladies' man was also a pop- 
ular singing talent, with the 
notable hit recordings 
Memories Are Made Of 
This and Return To Me. 

Martin also delivered 
solid performances in 
Howard Hawks's Rio 
Bravo (1958), Vincente 
Minnelli’s Some Came 
Running (1958), Billy 
Wilder's Kiss Me, Stupid 
(1964), and Minnelli's Bells 
Are Ringing (I960) — a 
role said to be tailor-made 
for the dark-haired crooner. 

Martin also played a cari- 
catured and Americanised 
version of a James Bond- 
type character in the Matt 
Helm movies of the late 
1960s. 

His only son, actor and 
pop singer Dean Paul 
Martin, died in a plane 
crash in 1987 when his jet 
crashed near foe California 
Air Force base where he 
served as a National Guard 

ca ptain. 


Cambodia prepares offensive 
against Khmer Rouge 


BATTAMBANG. Cambo- 
dia, (AFP) — Government 
troops preparing for an ex- 
pected large-scale offensive 
against Khmer Rouge guer- 
rillas near this northwest 
provincial capital said 
Tuesday they face severe 
shortages of food, medi- 
cine, ammunition and other 
supplies. 

“We do not have enough 
artillery and we need more 
ammunition to fight the 
Khmer Rouge.” said Sok 
Phol, foe deputy comman- 
der in charge of logistics for 
Military Region Five, 
which includes Battam- 
bang, Banteay Meanchey 
and Pursat provinces. Seven 
new T-55 tanks have been 
delivered to battalions on 
foe outskirts of Battam- 
bang town, but insufficient 
fuel has arrived to use foe 
tanks, according to one tank 
commander. 

Five kilometres from the 
government's front-line 
position at foe hamlet of 
Treng, located about 43 
kilometres southwest of 
Battambang town, one 
company commander said 
ail of his men were suffer- 
ing from malaria, but had 
no protective mosquito 
nets or medicine to treat foe 
disease. •’ 

Nevertheless, foe govern- 
ment is expected soon to 
launch its annual dry-sea- 
son offensive against foe 
rebels as roads and foe ter- 
rain dry out enough to 
allow passage of heavy 


equipment. 

Military analysts and oth- 
ers familiar with the gov- 
ernment’s plans expect foe 
Royal Cambodian Armed 
Forces (RCAF) to begin its 
offensive by the end of 
January and push towards 
the Khmer Rouge econom- 
ic stronghold of Pailin near 
foe Thai border 

“The build-up for an 
offensive has definitely 
begun, but whether foe 
RCAF will be adequately 
supplied is always 
unknown,” said one ana- 
lyst “They have had these 
problems in foe past, but 
we’re aware of concerted 
efforts to fix them.” 

As of Tuesday, however, 
foe situation did not appear 
to have changed. “We are 
lacking many things,” Sok 
Phol said, noting that many 
of foe 26,000 troops in his 
region are often receiving 
only a fifth of normal rice 
rations. Aid workers in 
Battambang say they regu- 
larly bear stories of soldiers 
selling their uniforms to vil- 
lagers to buy food, and 
commanders acknowledge 
that they will have difficul- 
ties unless foe situation is 
remedied. 

“Unless we get more sup- 
plies soon, we will not be 
able to go for Pailin,” said 
one battalion commander. 


Ban on 
Japan 
cult 

delayed 

until 

mid- 1996 

TOKYO (AFP) — A long- 
expected ban on foe Aum 
Supreme Truth Sect, 
accused of the deadly gas 
attack on the Tokyo sub- 
way, is not likely to start 
until mid- 1996 thanks to 
official laxity in a country 
seen as a paradise for sects, 
Japanese expens say. 

A verdict by foe Tokyo 
Appeal Court last week 
opened foe way for legal 
procedures to strip foe sect 
of its legal status as a reli- 
gious organisation, but foe 
cult will be able to drag out 
its existence as a private 
group for a few more 
months. 

The Tokyo High Court 
rejected Aum's appeal 
against the move, which 
will also liquidate cult 
assets. Its publically 
declared funds alone are 
estimated at two billion yen 
($20 million). 

The doomsday cult was 
designated an official reli- 
gious organisation in 1989, 
collecting foe tax breaks 
and privileges that status 
confers. 

But even if foe sect loses 
its status, the followers of 
Aum guru Shoko Asahara 
could keep meeting and 
performing their rites. 
Asahara. awaiting trial for 
murder since May 16. is 
being detained by Tokyo 
police. 

On Tuesday, Aum top 
physician Ikuo Hayashi, 
48, pleaded guilty to 
charges of confining Fol- 
lowers and several other 
top Aum leaders have 
already pleaded guilty of 
releasing Sarin gas in foe 
subway on March 20. 

But foe real moves for 
banning Aum are to begin 
only on Jan. 18 when foe 
Public Security 

Investigation Agency 
under the Ministry of 
Justice will hold its first 
hearing to consider hitting 
the cult with a 1952 anti- 
subversion law never 
before used against an 
organisation. 

By March, the agency is 
expected to formally ask 
another Justice Ministry 
organ, foe Public Security 
Examination Commission, 
to take a final decision, 
although such any banning 
is not expected before foe 
summer, Japanese media 
reports say. 

Police and courts have 
been roundly criticised for 
not acting sooner against a 
sect with a cache of chemi- 
cal products and other 
materials which gave 
ample indication of foe 
danger it posed to society. 

“The sect should have 
been banned a long time 
ago ” says Professor Sadao 
toami, an expen on reli- 
gions at Sendai Toboku 
Gakuin University. 

“For a long time, the 
police did nothing. They 
only began reacting after 
iireperable dama ge had 
already been committed. 
They have appeared weak 
and timid,” Prof. As a mi 
told AFP. 

The Aum affair has 
exposed foe impotence of 
foe government and the 
judiciary faced with a 
major social crisis in a 
country where anything 
connected with religion 
was considered off-limi^, 
he said. 

On Dec. 8, foe Japanese 
parliament adopted, after a 
furious debate, a law that 
compels religious organisa- 
tions to shed some of their 
secrecy and publish their 
accounts. 

In theory foe law should 
make it easier to monitor 
sects’ sources and use of 
fends. 

However, a ban on a sect 
would be foe first since 
World War II in a country 
home to some 180,000 
recognised groups, some 
extremely rich and influen- 
tial. 


Boom in 
Nicaragua §s 
women go without 
birth control 

MANAGUA (AFP) — 
Nicaragua has one of foe 
world’s fastest-growing 
populations, 3.7 per cent 
annually, as at least 53 per 
cent of women of child, 
bearing age use no famDy 
planning method, a U.N. 
report released Monday 
found. The U.N. Popu- 
lation Fund report said the 
lack of access to health 
care services, fear and 
Roman Catholic religious 
teachings were factors 
influencing the grim family 
pl anni ng situation. The 
overwhelming majority of 
Nicaraguans belong to foe 
Roman Catholic Chnrch 
which opposes use of con- 
traceptives. With its soar- 
ing growth rate, Nicara- 
gua’s maternal death rate in 
childbirth is seven per 
1,000 live births, and its 
infant mortality rate 52 per 
1,000 live births. At least 
21 per cent of all births are 
to mothers younger than 
IS. according to Nicara- 
guan Health Ministry data. 
Back in 1990, officials 
found that only 25 per cent 
of childbearing-aged wo- 
men were using any family 
planning method, earning it 
status as a priority country 
for U.N. Population Fund 
assistance which set up 
permanent offices here 
three years ago. 

Standard China 
‘no threat to 
dialects’ 

BEUING (AFP) — Chi- 
nese Vice Premier. Li 
Lanqing has denied that foe 
government's efforts to 
standardise spoken and 
written Chinese aim to 
eliminate the country's 
many dialects. ‘To dissem- 
inate standard Chinese is 
not to ban dialects, but 
their use should be restrict- 
ed somewhat,” Li was 
quoted as saying by the 
China Daily Tuesday. The 
Communist government 
began to popularise 
“putongbua” or “common 
speech” in 1955 together 
with simplified forms of 
Chinese characters to inc- 
rease literacy and improve 
communications between 
areas with mutually unin- 
telligible dialects. The pol- 
icy was largely successful, 
but in foe last 15 years 
China’s open-door policy 
has seen foe old system of 
characters malting a come- 
back, especially with the 
increasing economic influ- 
ence of Hong Kong and 
Taiwan, where foe old sys- 
tem is still used. Ml Li 
stressed that all publica- 
tions, trademarks, adver- 
tisements and ideality 
cards must use standard- 
ised characters. 
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Tonya Harding 
weds 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Don’t ask where disgraced 
Olympic skater Tonya 


foe skater responded when 
asked where she and new 
hubby Michael Smith 
would spend their post- 
nuptial holiday. Harding, 
booted for life from figure- 
skating competition for bet 
role in a knee-slamming 
attack on colleague Nancy 
Kerrigan, was married 
Saturday aboard a yacht on 
a river in Portland, Oregon. 
It was foe fourth marriage 

for Smith, a 29-year-old 
machinist “I’m very 
happy, and I hope to keep il 
that way ” Harding said. 

Prince to part 
ways with Warner 
Bros. 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
He's called foe Artis! 
Formerly Known as Prince, 
but he’d like to be called 
the Man Who Formerly 
Recorded Under the 
Warner Bros. Label The 
pop star cited “irreconcil- 
able differences” with the 
company in a statement las! 
week. “The unstable ami 
ever-changing manage- 
ment structure (at Warner) 
nas made it impossible fa 
foe company to effectively 
foarket and promote its 
flagship artists,” he said 
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School fire sparks safety concerns in India 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — A blaze which killed more than 400 
people at a school party in northern India has sparked con- 
cerns about violations of fire safety regulations across the 
country. 

The authorities said they would draw up stricter rules to 
prevent a repeat of Saturday’s disaster at Dabwali. The gov- 
ernment of Haryana state, which includes the town, has 
banned unregulated public functions. 

“We should learn a lesson from Dabwali ” New Delhi 
region Health Minister Harsh Vaxdhan said. 

A blazing canopy fell on 2,000 people at an end of year 
school party in Dabwali, 280 kilometres from New Delhi, 
sparking a stampede for the single exit. 

Some 420 people, mostly children and women, were 
killed and 600 people were injured. Rescue workers and 
hospital officials say the death toll may be as high as 600 
but the actual figure may never be known. 

The fire spread after a spark ignited nylon sheets over the 
walled auditorium, which was packed with parents and 
children at the prize-giving for the local Dayanand Arya 
Vedic school. 

Police blamed the fire on an electrical short-circuit and 
said a number of cooking gas cylinders may have exploded 
from the heat. 

Dozens of children’s bodies were charred beyond recog- 
nition leading to confusion' at hospitals where corpses were 
brought for identification. 

Dabwali authorities have appealed to residents to come 
forward and help draw up a list of the missing from what 
has been described, as India's worst fire. 


Haryana Chief Minister Bhajan Lai said banquet halls in 
the state must have four exit points and banned the use of 
inflammable material or decorations at public functions. 

A Haryana administration official said other measures 
were being worked out to prevent future disasters. 

“Every function will now have to be cleared first by the 
fixe brigade,” a Haryana government spokesman said 

Residents of Dabwali angrily accused the town adminis- 
tration over letting the school to use an unsafe commercial 
hall for the party. 

Newspapers Tuesday warned that disregard for human 
life and lack of penal action to curb fire-safety violations 
could lead to more disasters. 

“Such gross neglect of safety is not confined to makeshift 
venues and can be observed in office buildings, high-rise 
apartment blocks, cinema theatres and shopping complex- 
es, The Tunes of India said 

“The apathy is so widespread and all-pervasive that it is a 
wonder that tragedies like Dabwali ... do not occur more 
frequently,” it added 

The Pioneer said lax enforcement of rules encourages 
sponsors of public functions, weddings and religious events 
to flout fire-safety measures. It called for a streamlining of 
norms to prevent disasters. 

The government must “concertise measures that need to 
be taken if such accidents are not to recur with the frequen- 
cy that they do in this country,” the newspaper said 

The government said it would consider new laws on the 
use of inflammable materials, curtains and tents and forge 
policies regulating and monitoring public functions. 


‘Diana’s future role depends on marriage decisions’ 


LONDON (AFP) — Fore- 
ign Secretary Malcolm 
Rifldnd said Tuesday that 
Princess Diana’s wish to 
become a roving ambas- 
sador for Britain could only 
be broached once the ques- 
tion of her divorce from the 
Prince of Wales had been 
resolved. 

*T think we are at a very 
delicate moment with 
regard to the future of the 
prince and princess.” Mr 
Rifldnd told the BBC in an 
interview. “I think (the 
princess’ future role) very 
much depends on the deci- 
sions they themselves take 
with regard to their future. 

“Ambassador has both a 
technical meaning but it 
also has a more general 
meaning that is sometimes 
used of someone, who helps 
advance the interests of the 
country they belong to,” Mr. 
Rifldnd said. 

In an interview last month 
princess Diana said she saw 
her future role as a goodwill 
envoy for Britain, despite 
being separated from her 
husband — Britain’s future 
monarch — and her increas- 
ingly strained relations with 


the royal family. 

He was the first govern- 
ment mini ster to comment 
on a possible diplomatic 
role for fee Princess of 
Wales. 

Mr. Rifldnd did not com- 
ment on fee princess' ability 
to advance British interests, 
although other cabinet min- 
isters mid MPs have already 
expressed reservations. 

Princess Diana’s candid 
interview wife fee BBC on 
Nov. 20, in which she 
admitted committing adul- 
tery, triggered fresh specu- 
lation over the royal trou- 
bled royal marriage. The 
controversy resurfaced 
again last week when 
Queen Elizabeth H suggest- 
ed the couple divorce. 

Meanwhile Two leading 
Anglican clerics Monday 
entered the fray around the 
broken marriage of the 
Prince of Wales, saying feat 
it was not the church's role 
to tell him who he could or 
could not have a personal 
relationship with. 

The Dean of Winchester 
Cathedral, Trevor Beeson.' 
and Lord Coiggan, a former 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 


criticised statements made 
at the weekend by several of 
their colleagues, who said 
that after any divorce from 
Princess Diana, fee Prince 
should not be seen wife his 
mistress, C amilla Parker 
Bowies. • 

“It is for nobody else to 
tell him who be should have 
relationships with,” said the 
. Reverend Beeson, speaking 
to local journalists. 

Tt is not for interfering 
churchmen to tell him who 
he should have relationships 
with. It would be imperti- 
nent” 

He specified however feat 
he was only referring to the 
present situation, and not 
suggesting what wonld be 
correct if and when Prince 
Charles succeeded his 
mother as monarch. 

“I think there has been so 
much talking about this on 
very inadequate information 
which is in no way reli- 
able ” said Lord Coggan. 

“The less we talk and the 
more we pray the better.” 
The two churchmen were, 
reacting to statements ; made 
to Sunday newspapers by 
three other Church of 


England clerics. 

One of feem, Alwyn Rice 
Jones, fee Archbishop of 
Wales said: Tf Mrs. Parker 
Bowles appears in public 
with the prince after his 
divorce, she would be tak- 
ing the part of his consort 
and I don't think fee people 
would wish to be involved 
in that arrangement.” 

Archdeacon of Blackburn, 
fee Venerable David 
Robinson added: 

“Irrespective of whether it 
is a prince or pauper, that 
sort of relationship outside 
marriage is absolutely 
against the teachings of fee 
Church.” 

And the Dean of St Paul’s, 
the Very Reverend Eric 
Evans, affirmed: “If the pre- 
sent Princess of Wales were 
to die then, of course, be 
would be free to remarry. 
But there are no other cir- 
cumstances in which he 
could continue his relation- 
ship with Camilla Parker 
Bowles.” 


North releases South Korean 
fishermen; rice aid may resume 


PANMUNJOM, Korea 
(AFP) — North Korea 
Tuesday released fee five 
surviving crew of a Sooth 
Korean fishing trawler 
detained seven months ago, 
raising expectations feat 
emergency rice aid could 
resume to alleviate the 
North’s food crisis. 

The remains of feme other 
crew were also released by 
the North Korean authori- 
ties. Two were killed in 
gunfire during the capture 
of their vessel, the Usong- 
86, by the North Korean 
Navy on May 30. The other 
died while being held by fee 
Communist North. 

The five crew of the 
trawler that strayed into 
North Korean water 
returned to South Korea 
through the trace village of 
Panmunjom on the demili- 
tarised zone that divides the 
two Koreas. 

At 0700 GMT, the five 
wearing overcoats, ties and 
scarves and carrying identi- 
cal new grey suitcases 
walked towards the military 
demarcation line (MDL), 
escorted by North Koreans 
in militar y and civilian 
clothing. 

As they stepped across the 
MDL, they turned to face 
their former captors and 
called out, waving. “Thank 
you, we cannot forget your 
hospitality.” 

They were followed by 
three boxes of ashes 
wrapped in white clothes 


which were handed to three 
representatives of Red 
Cress waiting on the south 
side of Panmunjom. 

One of fee surviving crew. 
Park Jae-Ryol, 44, replied 
“No” when asked by jour- 
nalists if they were harassed 
in the North. 

“We were cared for very 
well ” he said, adding they 
had been housed in an inn. 

The group then rushed to 
National Unification Board 
Forward Headquarters 
inside the demilitarised 
zone dividing Korea, where 
reteatives of the three dead 
wept uncontrollably over 
makeshift stands where the 
remains were laid. 

The survivors were hur- 
ried through medical 
checks, and allowed a few 
minutes with relatives 
before being whisked away 
by a bqs for a lengthy 
debriefing on their time in 
fee North. 

The repatriation was fee 
first friendly gesture by 
North Korea toward the 
South since rice talks 
between fee two sides broke 
down in September over the 
capture, which occurred on 
May 30. 

At the time of the break- 
down, the fate of the 86- 
Usong crew was high on fee 
agenda. Seoul had hoped far 
their return after it shipped 
150,000 tonnes of rice free 
to Pyongyang to help the 
isolated Stalinist state over- 
come a food shortage. 


The North called the 
trawler’s capture by its navy 
fee' result of an illegal intru- 
sion. 

Since the collapse of the 
rice talks, relations beween 
fee two Koreas have been 
tense wife the South saying 
Pyongyang has moved mili- 
tary units including planes 
closer to fee demilitarised 
zone. 

In a move seen here as a 
signal indicating that it 
wants rice aid resumed. 
North Korea faxed a notice 
about the repatriation to Lee 
Suk-Chae, currently tele- 
communication minister, 
who led Sooth Koreans at 
the Beijng rice talks. 

North Korea, which 
reportedly feces a serious 
famine this winter; has 
arranged emergency rice 
deals wife South Korea and 
Japan. 

Meanwhile North Korean 
leader Kim Jong-11 made his 
first public appearance in 
more than a month at a per- 
formance by a Korean 
People’s Army Concert 
Troupe choir Sunday, moni- 
tors said Tuesday. 

Mr. Kim also took part in 
a photo session Monday 
wife staff and activists from 
the Kang Kon Military 
Academy and the Kim II- 
Sung Political University on 
the 50fe anniversary of fee 
university’s founding, 
according to a Pyongyang 
radio report monitored by 
the South Korean monitor- 


ine agency Naewoc ffen. 

Sunday’s public ajr 
ance, Mr. Kim’s finrj 
Nov. 18, 
ebrations 

fourth amriversary 

election to fee con_ 

of the isolated couaw jri 1.1 
millio n-strong Mul 
forces. 

On Monday, the 53 jenr- 
old sou aid heir of 
Kim n-Sung, who 
year, called for a 
foT ideological 
against “counter-revehBta- 
ary plots and 
acts.” .T 

In a lengthy discow# t 
ried Monday by J 
Communist Party 
per Rodong SliiuiM. 
junior Kim called fflf fee 
movement to Mode «■ he 
called the 
ranks by “obsolete i 
tionary morality 
of life.” 

The speech, can 
official Korean __ 
News Agency (KCttA), 
urged unqualified .ifepect 
for and allegiance tof 
father, and warned 
any attempt by i 
vilify revolutionary 

The motives 
ideological 

appeared unclear,. 

monitor in Tokyo saiift had 
“strong connotation*^* an 
intention to enforce fenul 
disdpine at a time of report- 
ed severe food * ‘ 




47 killed, 53 missing in S. African floods 


DURBAN, . South Africa 
(R) — At least 47 people 
were killed and 53 reported 
missing and feared dead in 
floods caused by heavy 
rains in South Africa’s 
volatile Kwazulu-Natal 
province, police said 
Thesday. 

“We have picked up 47 
bodies so far among the 100 
reported missing, we fear 
they are ' all -dead. w& fear 
fee figure could reach 100 
by late this afternoon” 


police spokesman Henry 
Bodhram told Renters. 

Kwazulu-Natal is also 
scene of bitter internecine 
fighting between Nelson 
Mandela’s ruling African 
National Congress (ANC) 
and Chief Mangosufeo - 
Bufeelezi’s ' Inkafea 
Freedom Party. 

Mt Bodhram told 
reporters the victims of 
floods all lived ihEdendale.. 
black 1,' township ~ outside ' 
Pietermaritzburg. ' many 


shades were swept away 
when a river running 
through fee township flood- 
ed Sunday and Monday 
night. 

He said many bodies had 
been found washed down 
the Umzmdusi River and 
police were searching fee 
river banks for more vic- 
tims. 

Mr. Budhram said fee 
death, toll .could fee ns. high 
as.TOO 'because small tribu-; 
taries feeding fee 


UmzinduSi River batata 
crane down in floodwwh- 
ing away homes QB$feeir 
banks. A 

“Many homes heveiteen 
damaged and destroyed , 
there is a police helfcqpfer 
assisting in the searcb for 
more bodies. Hie terrain 
was inaccessible and fee 
search was being ha mp e red 
by -flood damage” he aahL 
“Evcjythmg- possible »:is 
hemgxtaw tojhelp the sotH 
vivos of the fltioas.” *»*■» 
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Putting goodwill into action 

STATEMENTS MADE by His Majes- 
ty King Hussein and Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak yesterday on the 
two leaders’ stand regarding the fu- 
ture of Iraq put to rest all speculations 
that the two countries were competing 
for influence in that country. Jordan 
and Egypt have only two interests in 
this regard: To see an end to the 
suffering of the Iraqi people and to 
ensure that Iraq’s unity is kept intact. 
Furthermore, die two countries can- 
not decide on the future of Iraq, and 
think only Iraqis should do that. 

However, King Hussein has repe- 
atedly warned that the status quo, if it 
is to prevail longer, would ultimately 
result in a division of that brotherly 
country. Any such calamity would 
have far-reaching consequences on the 
Arab Nation, especially on its eastern 
flank. The remit presidential election 
in Iraq that mainly took place in the 
central regions of the country is a 
dangerous signal that should not be 
overlooked. 

While the situation that led to the 
status quo. was the result of the joint 
actions of fte current Iraqi regime imd 
Western pbwers, especially the U.'S., 
the future of Iraq should most approp- 
riately be decided by the Iraqi people 
with the help of their Arab brothers. 
That is why Mr. Mubarak’s visit 
yesterday assumes an added import- 
ance. 

Egypt was one of the Arab countries 
that played a major role in driving the 
Iraqi forces out of Kuwait in 1991. 
Egypt, therefore, is in a position to 
influence the other Arab, partners, 
especially Saudi Arabia and Syria, as 
well as the West. The Egyptian com- 
mitment to safeguarding the unity of 
Iraq and to ending the plight of the 
Iraqi people needs to be translated into 
quick action because toe unity of Iraq 
is in serious threat and the Iraqi 
people themselves are in need of any 
help they can get. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT Arabic daily said in its editorial Tuesday this 
year’s Christmas celebrations in the liberated city of 
' Bethlehem give signs of a better fixture for the region. The 
paper said this yearns celebrations were Med with die 
long-awaited joy for Bethlehem, die birthplace of die 
prophet of peace. The Christmas mass which lit np the dark 
night of the dty after the withdrawal of Israeli occupation 
forces filled the hearts of believers all over the world with 
exultation and jubilation, the paper noted. It said at a time 
when Christians were praying. His Majesty King Hussein, 
the peace-maker, was sending his best wishes for celebra- 
tors and was imploring the almighty God that peace would 
prevail in the region in particular, and the world in general. 
“This year's Christmas celebrations which coincided with 
the blowing winds of freedom on the Arab Palestinian 
people on its national so3, give the promise of a better 
future on the map of developing political, economic and 
social relations betwdfen the region’s peoples,” said die 
paper. It concluded: “Let the rings of bells this year be a 
sign of the completion of the journey of peace on the land 
of peace and in the whole region." 

At DUSTOUR’S editorial Tuesday dealt with the Syrian- 
Israeli peace negotiations which will start in die U.S. on 
Wednesday. It said the negotiations will take place in an 
atmosphere calling for optimism in view of the positive 
statements issued by the two sides and affirmations by the 
U.S- on the seriousness of these negotiations. These 
negotiations which will be held under the auspices of the 
U.S. acquire extreme importance since they constitute the 
first round of talks between the two sides after a recess 
period of five months, which witnessed great develop- 
ments, including the assassination of Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, the newspaper said. It added that it hoped 
that the resumption of negotiations on the occupied Golan 
Heights would become a victory for the option of peace, 
which was earlier the choice of the Jordanians and 
Palestinians, and would be a proof that negotiations are the 
only realistic option available for the Arabs to regain their 
legitimate rights. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogjby 


The anti-terrorism bill revisited 


FOR THE third time in as 
many years, the effort to 
pass an anti-terrorism bill 
has stalled in Congress. A 
broad coalition of legal, 
ethnic, and religious orga- 
nisations have come 
together to oppose this leg- 
islation. Their o pp o siti on is 
based on the fear that the 
proposed bill will violate a 
wide range of civil liberties 
guaranteed by the U.S. 
constitution, and win pro- 
vide for the potentially abu- 
sive expansion of law en- 
forcement. 

The 1995 version of the 
anti-terrorism legislation 
was initially introduced by 
the Clinton administration 
as a part of its effort to 
counter what they de- 
scribed as domestic U.S. 
support for foreign terrorist 
activities. The administra- 
tion’s bill included propos- 
als to : ban all U.S. fun- 
draising for groups defined 
by the president as “terror- 
ist,” deny visas to indi- 
viduals identified with any 
such “terrorist” group; and 
allow for tiie use of secret 
evidence in extradition 
trials of individuals accused 
of membership in those 
organisations. 

It was imtiafly assumed 
that the administration’s 
proposal would be 
by tiie R 
ate and 

nents of tne Dill, including 
Arab Americans, lobbied 
hard, receiving significant 
media attention for their 
complaint that the mea- 
sures would violate consti- 
tutional protections. Amer- 
ican Jewish groups, on tiie 
other hand, lobbied equally 
hard in favour of the bill, 
arguing that it was neces- 
sary to stop terro r ism, spe- 
cifically Islamic and Arab 
terrorism, from finding sup- 
port in the United States. 

But the bill had lost 
moment um until the April 
19 bombing in Oklahoma 
Qty added new urgency to 
the legislation and new* 
cause for the administration 
and Congress to seek an. 
expansion of law enforce- 
ment authority even, 
beyond what the provisions 
in the original bill enhanc- 
ing thb' power of law en- 
forcement agencies to con^ 
duct wiretaps and investigar 
tions into the activities of 
“suspicious groups” and re- 
ducing the criteria needed 
to begin such an investiga- 
tion. 

Given the national 
trauma in the wake of the 
Oklahoma City bombing, it 
was assumed that the ex- 
panded bill would easily 
pass both bouses of Con- 
gress. But it was at tins time 
that the civil liberties lobby 
that traditionally influenced 
liberal members of Con- 



gress found new and unex- 
pected allies among con- 
servatives. Angered by the 
behaviour of federal law 
enforcement agencies in 
two recent incidents, con- 
servatives were waiy of tak- 
ing steps to expand the role 
of the government into the 
private affairs of citizens. * 

Public hearings were cal- 
led in Congress to examine 
the rote of law enforcement 
agencies at both Ruby 
Ridge, Idaho, where feder- 
al officers in what some saw 
as an unprovoked attack 
killed the wife and son of a 
right-wing extremist; and 
the tragic events outride of 
Waco, Texas where law en- 
forcement agencies were 
once again criticised for the 
role they played in the 
deaths of scores of follow- 
ers of the cult leader David 
Koresfa. 

As a result of this new 
concern among conserva- 
tives, the coalition opposing 
the anti-terrorism legisla- 
tion grew. To the organisa- 
tional muscle of the liberal 
civil liberties groups was 
added the apparatus of such 

- powerful conservative orga- 
nisations as the National 
Rifle Association, Gun 
Owners of America, and 
the Law Enforcement 
Alliance of America. 

The Senate ultimately did 
pass the bill, but with some 
significant modifications. 
While some dvil liberties 
groups were not satisfied 
with the Senate version, the 
revised bill did provide 
some additional protections 
not found in the original. 

It was in the House of 
Representatives that the 
bill stalled. A group of 50 
conservative Republicans 
balked at the legislation and 
refused to accept either the 
administration's or the Sen- 
ate’s revised version. Even 
when a compromise was 
proposed which would have 
deleted the enhanced wire- 
tap provisions, deleted 
funding for additional FBI 
personnel, deleted the pro- 
vision to allow military in- 
volvement in civilian law 
enforcement and deleted 
the overly broad definition 
of terrorism, the conserva- 

:c.~tive. alliance still refused to 

- support it. And so a coali- 
tion of liberals and con- 
servatives in the Congress 
have all but-ended the pos- 
sibility of passing an anti- 
terrorism bill in 1995. 

The Republican lead- 
ership in Congress and the 
Democratic administration 
are both pledging to renew 
their efforts to secure pas- 
sage of an anti-terrorism 

. bill in 1996, because both 

’ sides fear that tiie failure to 
pass such a bill will be used 
as a campaign issue. . 

But while “anti-terror- 


ism” remains as emotional 
issue, it has not dissuade^ 
both liberals and conserva- 
tives participating in the 
coalition from insisting that 
any legislation be precise, 
and not allow law enforce- 
ment agencies to overstep 
their bounds. 

During a recent press 
conference sponsored by 
the American Civil liber- 
ties Union (the group that 
has led the effort against 
the anti-terrorism legisla- 
tion), I made dear our com- 
munity’s continuing opposi- 
tion to the legislation. 

I based my case on a 
number of issues: 

“By the FBI 
count, since 1982 
there have been 
175 incidents of 
domestic terror- 
ism. Of that num- 
ber, 77 have been 
committed by 
Puerto Rican 
nationalist 
groups, 23 by left 
wing groups, and 
12 by anti-Castro 
Cuban organisa- 
tions. Eighteen 
acts were com- 
mitted by ‘Jewish 
extremists’ and 
31 by animal 
rights and en- 
vironmental 
groups. In the 
past 14 years 
there have been 
only three domes- 
tic terrorism inci- 
dents attributed 
to Arabs or Mus- 
lims.” 

Hist, the legislation is 
■ not necessary. In fact, to 
fcteiLtoilfiie.iiatkmal Outcry - 
about terro risni inthe U.S., 
one might condude that the 
problem was of epidemic 
proportion. The FBFs own 
statistics prove the contrary 
to be true. During the 
1970s, there were dozens of 
domestic acts of terrorism 
committed each year. Even 
in the early 1980s when the 
FBI began to officially pub- 
lish annual reports on 
domestic terrorism, the 
number of incidents aver- 
aged roughly 20 per year. In 
the past few years the num- 
ber has been reduced to an 
average of three or four. 


It is also significant to 
note that the major source 
of such domestic terrorism 
is not from Arab or Muslim 
groups as has been widely 
projected in the media. In 
fact, by the FBFs own 
.count, since 1982 there 
have been overall approx- 
imately 175 incidents of 
domestic terrorism. Of that 
number, 77 have been com- 
mitted by Puerto Rican 
nationalist groups, 23 by 
left-wing groups, and 12 by 
anti-Castro Cuban orga- 
nisations. Eighteen acts 
were committed by what 
the FBI termed “Jewish ex- 
tremists” and 31 by animal 
rights and environmental 
groups. By contrast, in the 
past 14 years there have 
been only three domestic 
terrorism inddents attri- 
buted to Arabs or Muslims. 

Even a look at the State 
Department reports on 
anti-U-S. terrorist acts com- 
mitted abroad shows that 
those originating in the 
Middle East by Arab or 
Islami c groups are among 
tiie fewest. For example, in 
1994, 44 anti-U.S. terrorist 
acts occurred in Latin 
America, compared to 
eight in the Middle East; in 
1993 tiie numbers were 68 
in Latin America and eight 
in the Middle East. 

Terrorism is an evil and it 
must be stopped. But it 
appears that U.S. law en- 
forcement agencies already 
have the power to do tiie 
job and they are succeed- 
ing. It is unnecessary and 
wrong to suspend constitu- 
tionally guaranteed rights 
to take farther steps. 

In feet, the testimony of 
law enforcement experts 
was unanimous in stating 
that, as horrific as tiie Okla- 
homa City and World 
Trade Centre bombings 
were, there is nothing in 
even the most extreme ver- 
sions of the proposed leg- 
islation that would have 
stopped either of these two 
hideous acts before they 
occurred. In the case of the 
group around Sheikh Omar 
Abdul Rahman, one must 
remember that tiie FBI (fid 
in feet have that group 
under survnUance and even 
bad inforulants operating in - • 
its midst. The informant 
was the government’s star 
witness in the case against 
Sheikh Omar, but neither 
be nor the FBI was able to 
stop the crime before it 
occurred. 

The World Trade Centre 
case notwithstanding, to 
make Arabs and Muslims 
the targets of his legislation 
as some American Jewish 
groups and members of 
Congress have done is 
plainly wrong and not justi- 
fied by the facts. 

It is also unjustified to 
claim that the sections of 


the proposed law that 
would ban fundraising for 
terrorist groups are neces- 
sary. It is already illegal in 
the U.S. to contribute 
materially to the commis- 
sion of a crime. The current 
pro p o s al seeks to ban sop- 
port even of humanitarian 
organisations that are 
allegedly tied to terrorist 
groups. This is also un- 
necessary and wrong. First 
and foremost, it cannot be 
shown that any significant 
amounts of money flows 
from the U.S. to support 
such activities. Even added 
together, all tiie U.$. con- 
tributions to overseas Arab 
and Mamie humanitarian 
groups do not total $10 mil- 
lion annually. 

A problem that is not 
addressed in the proposed 
legislation or by politicians 
and the media is the fund- 
ing that comes from Jewish 
individuals to support right 
wing extremist activity in 
Israel and the occupied ter- 
ritories. Research currently 
being conducted by a major 
U.S. newspaper will show 
that a single American Jew- 
ish philanthropist gives over 
$5 million each year to sup- 
port such extremist activi- 
ties. And yet his efforts 
have not been subjected to 
law e n fo r cement. 

Finally, Arab Americans 
have experienced first-hand 
tiie dangers that visit a 
vulnerable community 
Mien their rights can tie 
violated. Another major 
U.S. newspaper is currently 
researching just such viola- 
tions of the rights of indi- 
viduals involved in Arab 
student groins by the FBI 
during die 1980s. After re- 
viewing tiie FBI documents 
(12 volumes of papers 
covering a ten-year inves- 
tigation), the newspaper 
.will report how the FBI 
monitored every social, re- 
ligions and educational 
activity carried out by the 
Arab and Muslim student 
groups. After ten years and 
millions of dollars of re- 
sources wasted, the FBI 
suspended the investiga- 
tion^- deciding that the 
groups .were benign and 
harmless. 

Our concern, therefore, 
is that existing standards 
should not be expanded to 
allow more intrusive activ- 
ity by law enforcement. The 
coalition that formed to 
oppose die anti-te r rorism 
legislation remains commit- 
ted to fighting efforts to 
further erode rights that are 
guaranteed in the constitu- ‘ 
tion to everyone reading in 
tiie U.S. 

. For three years we have 
succeed e d in staving off 
such efforts, but our resolve 
Mil be tested once more in 
1996. 


Israel and Syria send positive 
signals, but can they make peace? 


By Nicolas B. Tatro 

The Associated Press 

TEL AVIV — Israel has sent 
out a flurry of signals to Syria 
that it is ready and willing to- 
deal. Syria has welcomed 
Israel’s new flexibility. 

But can the two sides 
actually deliver what would 
make that deal work: A com- 
plete Israeli withdrawal from 
the Golan Heights in ex- 
change for open acceptance 
of Israel by die Arab World? 
Some are not so sure. 
“Basically, we have a pro- 
cedural breakthrough in 
negotiations, but it is not at 
all clear if the gaps are 
bridgeaUe," said Dore Gold, 
a political scientist at Tel 
Aviv University’s Jaffee Cen- 
tre for Strategic Studies. ■ 
In leaks to newspapers and 
via his aides. Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres has indicated 
that he is ready to declare 
publicly that be accepts Sy- 


By Ashraf Found 

Reuters 

DUBAI — A gulf tour by 
Qatar’s deposed emir and 
vows to return to power are 
placing pressure on the son 
who ousted him in a blood- 
less palace coup. Gulf Arab 
officials said on Tuesday. 

Former Emir Sheikh Kha- 
lifa Bin Hamad A1 Thani “is 
affirming his legitimacy and 
circumstances are helping 
’him,” said one official. 

The circumstances in ques- 
tion are the boycott of the 
Gulf Cooperation Coundl's 
summit earlier this month by 


rian sovereignty in the Golan 
Heights, which Israel cap- 
tured in a 1967 war. 

His deputy defence minis- 
ter. Ori Orr, let it be known 
that Israel is also willing to 
drop its insistence on leaving 
behind a monitoring post if 
Syria responds with a similar 
gesture such as pulling its 
troops far back from the bor- 
der. This issue had locked up 
Israel-Syria talks for six 
months. 

Israel is also prepared to 
meet Syrian demands for a 
stepped-up timetable on 
withdrawal. Aides suggest 
Mr. Peres would settle for 
two years. Some reports said 
it could be finished in a mat- 
ter of months. 

The new flexibility is also 
reflected in Mr. Peres’ .atti- 
tude towards how to conduct 
the talks. 

Mr. Peres told a Knesset 
committee this week that his 
government mid Syria have 


the new emir Sheikh Hamad 
Bin Khalifa A1 Thani. 

The boycott, over the way 
the GCCs New Saudi Ara- 
bian secretary-general was 
chosen instead of a Qatari 
candidate, angered Qatar’s t 
five allies in the regional 
group. 

Sheikh Khalifa returned to 
tiie Gulf from Europe last 
week for the first time since 
he has deposed in June while 
he was in Switzerland. 

Qatar's partners in the 
GCC were quick to recognise 
the new emir after the coup. 
Nevertheless the ousted emir 
has been greeted warmly by 


settled on a framework for 
talks on any issue. Gone was 
Israel's insistence on direct, 
high-level talks without the 
Americans. Also gone was an 
overriding emphasis on 
security questions. 

This represents a major 
shift away from the policy of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, who was assassinated 
Nov. 4. He was demanding 
complicated security mea- 
sures to protect Israel from 
being double-crossed. 

Syria’s response to Mr. 
Peres has been upbeat. 

Foreign Minister Farouk 
A1 Sbaraa said be believed 
Israel under Mr. Peres was 
more flexible than under Mr. 
Rabin, who led Israel's army 
when it captured the Golan 
Heights. He said he hoped 
the Jalks, to resume near 
Washington today, “will pro- 
duce tangible results.” 

A key question is whether 
Mr. Assad is willing to pay 


leaders of the United Arab* 
Emirates" and Bahrain and 
told he would also be wel- 
come in Kuwait 

He could also visit the 
other two members of the 
GCC, Oman and Saudi Ara- 
bia, diplomatic sources said, 
and he might go to Syria and 
Egypt, the GCCs Gulf war 
allies who in 1991 formed the 
eight-nation Damascus dec- 
laration, they said. 

While in the UAE, an aide 
said the purpose of Sheikh 
Khalifa’s Gulf tour was to 
affirm that “he has not and 
will not relinquish power 
under any circumstances and 


the price for ending his isola- 
tion from the United States 
and 'Europe . He would have 
to accept ' ’the kind of far- 
reaching ties Israel wants — 
'including hordes of Israeli 
tourists, live Israeli newscasts 
from Damascus and joint 
business deals ran out of Tel 
Aviv. 

That’s a major leap for a 
regime that has refused any 
contact with the Jewish state. 

And Mr. Peres will have to 
persuade a sceptical public 
that it will benefit from a lull 
withdrawal. 

Mr. Rabin held out hope 
for an ■ Israeli embassy in 
Damascus and a quiet border 
with Lebanon. But their ex- 
perience with Egypt, winch 
made peace but hasn’t de- 
veloped strong ties, left 
Israelis doubtful about prom- 
ises to normalise relations. 
And the absence of war on 
the Golan front for 20 years 
left them feeling little press- 


he is returning to rule his 
dear country Qatar soon, 
God willing.” 

The aid did not say bow the 
former emir planned to re- 
turn to power, but Gulf ex- 
perts discounted armed stnig- 

“It could be bloody and 
these states do not like blood- 
shed. He has to consider a 
million things,” one said. 

Sheikh Khalifa has not in- 
dicated where be planned to 
live after he completed his 
tour but official sources said 
the UAE had welcomed him 
to stay. 

Other sources said prepa- 


ure for change. 

Mr. Peres, on the other 
hand, has evoked a grand 
vision: Leaders of Israel’s 
Arab neighbours would sup- 
port a Mideast peace with no 
more terrorism, no fighting in 
Lebanon and no fear of mis- 
sile attacks. 

“Who guarantees us that 
all these Arab leaders will 
agree to crown Assad their 
leader?” wrote commentator 
Yoel Marcus in the Haaretz 
newspaper. 

’ Polk published Dec. 15 in- 
dicate an erosion in Deposi- 
tion. 

In a survey reported by the 
Maanv newspaper, 35 per 
cent of 536 Israelis polled 
said they supported total 
withdrawal from the Golan fo 
exchange for peace with 
“T 1 **- Forty-six per cent said 
they were opposed. The mar- 
gm of error was 4.5 percen- 
tage points. 


rati ons w ere under way for 
the former emir to reside in 
eastern Saudi Arabia close to 
the Qatari bonier. They said 
some tribal supporters were 
already in the kingdom, the 
only state which has a land 
border with Qatar. 

This could not be indepen- 
dently confirmed. 

In Doha, a western diplo- 
mat told Reuters: “There is 
no growing discontent here 
with the ament emir but no 
doubt the tour places press- 
ure on him " 

IJiplomats said most 
Uatom supported Doha in 
the dispute. 



By Ali Kassay 


Klaxon 

clatter 

“I was really looking fear- 
ward to my siesta today,” 
complained a (tear friend of 
mine, as he -drove, with me 
in the passenger seat, to 
pick up a third crony and 
bead towards a watering 
trough seeking refresh- 
ment. “But as soon as my 
bead made contact with the 
pillows,” be went on, “afl 
the motorists in the Greater 
A mman Area, boosted by 
friends and relations from, 
neighbouring towns and 
villages, appeared to con- 
gregate around my bouse, 
where they started tooting 
their car horns and seemed 
intent on doing so for the 
rest of their lives. The 
noise did not stop for a sec- 
ond. Such insensitivity is 
simply beyond comprehen- 
sion. It is uncivilised.” 

This diatribe, which last- 
ed the best part of the jour- 
ney, and to which I listened 
with a sympathetic ear, 
came to a conclusion as we 
stopped the car at journey’s 
end, whereupon my 
aggrieved friend pressed 
his hand on his car horn 
and kept it there until the 
third party to our team 
popped his head out 
through the window and 
signalled to us by frantic 
gesticulations that his baby 
was asleep, and that he was 
on his way down. I should 
mention that his was not 
the only head that popped 
at a window. Virtually all 
the neighbours had rushed 
to their respective windows 
to investigate the uproar. 

Normative judgements 
aside, I always marvel at 
the ingenuity of Jordanians 
who have ‘managed' to 
devise' so many imagina- 
tive uses for the measly car 
hom. In this case it was 
used rather like trumpets in 
mediaeval processions, to 
alert the host, and, for that 
matter, all his neighbours 
three streets- away, of a 
guest’s arrival. Unfortu- 
nately, with so many peo- 
ple opting for this method 
of communication, in pref- 
erence to ringing an indi- 
vidual doorbell, if one were 
to investigate every bool 
that sounds in his street, be 
would spend his life glued 
to his front door, or like the 
cuckoo in the clock, pop- 
ping his head through fee 
window at regular inter- 
vals. 

The other announcement 
most commonly made by 
means of the hooter is the 
change of lights. Under 
normal circumstances, this 
is done to alert an absent- 
minded motorist that the 
time has come for him to 
release his brake and 
resume the journey. But 
Jordanians leave nothing to 
chance. They do not waft 
for the motorist ahead td 
show himself distracted, 
they let rip with hom at the 
first hint of a change of 
light. Even, I am assured, 
the first car at the traffic 
light, bows in respect to 
this honourable tradition 
and honks before moving. 
Then again, it could be a 
Pavlovian reflex, judging 
by the speed with which it 
happens. In fact, a physi- 
cist, visiting the country, 
once Suggested adopting a. 
scientific definition of a 
split second as being the 
lapse of time between the 
traffic light turning amber 
and a Jordanian tooting Ins 
hom. 

In addition to these inno- 
vative applications, the 
klaxon is frequently 
. em Pl°yed as a substitute 
i for indicators and brakes. 

! It emits the mating call 
| when a male motorist sees 
i 3 woman pedestrian, h 
alerts the neighbouihooc of 
the advent of the gas-caL»- 
ter salesman or the veg- 
etable monger. One won- 
ders what life in Amman 
would have been like had 
the inventor of the motor- 
car not equipped it with a 
horn. 


Deposed Qatari emir’s Gulf tour pressures son 
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Exploring the ancient mysteries and technology 
of three centuries of industrial production at Jerash 


By Rami G. Khonri 

Special to the Jordan Times 

Thb b Ok second of two articles on the excavation and 
restoration of the hippodrome at Jerash. The Grst article, 
vhkh appeared on Sunday, di sc uss ed the architecture and 
history cfdte areas, and today’s examines the exciting new 
htfonnatioa being obtained torn the extensive ceramics 
Industry Oat was loaded In the arena alter Its foB into 
disrepair in the hder 3rd c em tui y AD. 


WHEN INA Kehrberg 
started work at Jerash in 
the early 1980s as a member 
of die Australian team ex- 
cavating dm northern part 
of the city, she expected to 
spend a few years studying 
pottery, glass and other 
material remains from the 
Roman and Byzantine 
periods. Little did she know 
dial IS years later, she 
would be — literally — 
knee-deep in four million 
pottery sherds excavated 
from the hippodrome at the 
southern end of die dty — 
representing perhaps the 
.arable greatest source of 
well'- dated information on 
cera mics technology and in- 
dustrial evolution in the 
ancaHmt Levant. 

Tlhe reason for this 
treasure- trove of ancient 
pottery is that after the hip- 
podrome Went oat of use as 
acbiriot-radng arena in the 
3rd century AD, it quickly 
became the centre of die 
Ceramics industry at Jerash. 
The suitable location pro- 
vided a large, open space 
outside but also near the 
city walk, conveniently di- 
vided up into over one- 
hundred separate chambers 
(the ‘‘rooms” formed by die 
jcpporting structures for 
the arena's seats, which are 
dearly visible today). 

From die 3rd to the early 
7th centuries AD (with a 
pause in the politically 
turbulent 5th century), the 
hippodrome area was the 
largest and most important ' 
industrial ceramics area in 
Roman Gerasa (Jerash's 
ancient name), producing 
large amounts of pottery for 
export as well as for use in 
die city and its immediate' 
environs. Numerous kilns 
were located in and near 
the hippodrome, with most 
kilns in the-Late Byzantine . 
era located outside the are-"‘. 
na walk. Some kilns were 
destroyed during bulldozing 
operations in the 1960s, and 
others were destroyed in 
antiquity, perhaps when the 
hippodrome was briefly 
reused for official purposes. 
Those kilns that have en- 
dured have provided impor- 
tant information on ancient 
technologies and historical 
chronologies. Equally fasci- 
nating, and much more 
rare, is the enormous col- 
lection of over four million 
sherds that represent dis- 
carded, misfired, broken or 
nnfired ceramic items, in- 
cluding lamps- and other 
vessels. 

For over 300 years, suc- 
cessive generations of pot- 
ters threw their waste mate- 
rials into the empty cham- 
bers of the hippodrome, 
with the discards first filling 
die chambers to the brim 
and then overspfliing out- 
ride the hippodrome walk. 
This process started in the 
late 3 rd/early 4th centuries, 
initially in the chambers at 


the north end of the arena 
(nearest to the dty) and 
then moving in a counterc- 
lockwise direction until all 
the chambers were full. In 
the Late Byzantine period 
(late 6th/early 7th centur- 
ies) die potters seem to 
have made another circuit 
of all the chambers, be- 
cause Late Byzantine dis- 
cards cover the top of 
almost every chamber. The 
damp comprises all the 
chambers and an area out- 
side the north-west comer, 
but not any internal part of 
the arena. After the hip- 
podrome was abandoned 
after die Late Byzantine 
period, earthquakes top- 
pled the arena's walk and 
arches, and conveniently 
sealed in the previous three 
centuries of industrial 
waste. The dump contents, 
kilns, several coin hoards 
and other excavated mate- 
rials fan into three distinct 
and well delineated 
periods: the late Roman era 
in die late 3rd/eariy 4th 
centuries, the Early Byzan- 
tine era in the later 4th/ 
early 5th centuries, and the 
Late Byzantine era in the' 
late 6th/eariy 7th centuries. 

In studying tins material 
during die past 10 years, 
Ina Kehrberg has started to 
compile a very detailed 
“catalogue” of ceramic 
types and technologies that 
is useful for both narrow 
technical purposes and 
broad historical-cultural 
ones. It completes inventor- 
ies of specific pottery forms 
known from the excava- 
tions inside the city; estab- 
lishes almost flawless pot- 
tery typological series; filk 
in missing links between a 
variety of different forms; 
reveals chronological over- 
laps and successions . of 
types; indicates regional 
arid workshop variations;, 
clarifies cultural transitions 
between different historical 
periods and environments; 
and, provides a “microsco- 
pic” view of very small 
variations in the shape of a 
ceramic item, such as a 
tamp or bowl, that may 
have been used over a 
period of decades or even 
centuries. 

A peek into the hitman 
past 

The study of the massive 
ancient pottery dump also 
allows precious insights into 
the people and families who 
operated the ltilns and" pot- 
tery workshops. Some un- 
fired vessek still have fing- 
erprints of a potter or his 
assistants, and a succession 
of unfired vessek in the 
dump area of the same kiln 
.span nearly a century of 
time. Such unusual finds 
might allow for studies of 
geneofogjes of ancient pot- 
ters or pottery-making 
families, including informs- 


King, Mubarak hold talks 


(Coatkncd front page 1) 

The two leaders expressed 
optimism about the new 
round of talks that Syria and 
Israel will start in the United 

States Wednesday. 

Welcoming what be de- 
scribed as the tangible prog- 
ress on the Synan-Israeli 
back, King Hussein express- 
ed hope that the objective of 
achieving comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East win 
soon be achieved. 

And once Israel signs 
fleece treaties with Syria and 
Lebanon and a solution to 
the Palestinian problem 
“takes its course^ Israel's 
■udear armament will have 
'to be addressed, said Mr. 
Mubarak, urging the interna- 
tional community to help 
make the region an area free 
of weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 

The Egyptian president 
said he would reject argu- 
ments that Israel, which k 
reported to have about 200 
nuclear warheads, would 
need nudear weapons be- 
cause Iran is said to be de- 
veloping its nudear capabili- 
ties. 

Addressing the Labanes e- 
Israeli peace talks, Mr. 
Mubarak said that the 
Lebanese track is p rogressing 
Jn parallel with the Syrian 
trade in accordance with the 
choice of Lebanon. 


Responding to a question 
on Syrian -Jordanian rela- 
tions, the King said “from 
oar side, there are no prob- 
lems," noting that aQ parties 
to the Arab-Israeli peace 
talks started from the same 
point in the Madrid peace 
c o nference with the aim of 
achieving comprehensive 
peace in die area. 

On Joiriaman-Falestiman 
relations. King Hussein stres- 
sed die special ties that bind 
toe two peoples but reiter- 
ated that toe future of these 
relations will be decided only 
when toe Palestinian people 
are free to choose. 

“(PLO Chairman Yasser) 
Arafat told me that the draft 
(agreement) for confedera- 
tion k ready and in my pock- 
et but I told him to keep it 
tome” as the nature of the 
future Joidaman-Pakathrian 
relations should be left for 
the future when the Palesti- 
nians regain their rights and 
are able to express their 
views under conditions of 
freedom, toe King said 

Mr. Mubarak, who held a 
dosed round erf talks with 
King Hussein before they 
were joined by officials from 
both sides, said that achiev- 
ing Arab reconciliation will 
serve die interests of all Arab 
countries. 

The Egyptian president 
told journalists that chances 
for achieving Arab recou- 


tion on the age of the work- 
ers, whether or not they 
were from the same family, 
and whether the same fami- 
ly owned or operated toe 
same kiln over a period of 
several generations. We can 
also peck into toe emotions 
of our ancient ancestors: 
The deep fingerprints on 
one grievously squashed 
and unbaked bowl obvious- 
ly were those of an angry 
potter who squeezed and 
crumpled up toe vessel and 
threw it away. 

The comprehensive vari- 
ety of pottery forms In- 
dudes every type of vessel 
known from the excava- 
tions, and some that are 
new to Jerash. One of toe 
interesting discoveries is 
that ancient potters' work- 
shops did not specialise, for 
many different forms of 
pottery were repeatedly 
round in the same kiln area. 

“We even know that a 
potter stacked many diffe- 
rent kinds of vessels for one 
firing in the same kiln, and 
thus did not specialise in 
individual wares'* Kehrberg 
told tiie Jordan Times in a 
recent interview. One lot of 
, unfired objects that was 
ready to go mto a lain in the 
Late Byzantine period in- 
cluded fine wares like 
Jerash bowls, ordinary 
wares like flat bowls, jars, 
jugs, casseroles and lids, 
coarse wares such as roof 
tiles and large water pipe 
segments, and even Jerash 
lamps with small animal 
heads attached to their 
handles. The evidence from 
the hippodrome suggests 
that Ge rasa’s potters diffe- 
rentiated themselves not by 
type of production but by 
quality of production, 
which reflected their diffe- 
rent levels of technical and 
artistic skills. In addition, 
toe evidence indicates that 
potters used different types 
of day from several sources 
in -the region. 

Chronologies reassessed 

One of the most impor- 
tant results of this work has 
been the revelation that dis- 
. tract ceramic forms and 
shapes that were thought to 
come --from" one - historical' 
period may, m fact, reflect 
the cultural legacies of 
other, earlier periods. Since 
pottery is a key means of 
dating architecture an<^ 
other ancient material re- 
mains, the lessons from the 
hippodrome project may 
force archaeologists to reas- 
sess some of their accepted 
dating techniques, at least 
for those excavated levels 
with pottery forms that are 
now known to reflect a re- 
use in ancient times. 

Ina Kehrberg has identi- 
fied at least one potter's 
workshop where late 3rd 
century Roman lamp forms 
were reproduced without 
change in the 4th/eariy 5th 
centuries Early Byzantine 
period, alongside typical 
Early Byzantine lamps and 
pottery. The Early Byzan* 
tine potter in this case used 
an intact Late Roman lamp 
to produce a gypsum mould 
that m turn was used to 
produce new lamps, some- 
times with small adjust- 
ments that catered to 


ettiation are “better” now 
than they used to be earlier, 
pointing to the complexity of ' 
tiie issues that divided the 
Arab World following toe 
Gulf war. 

Mr. Mubarak noted that 
improvement in Jordanian 
Saadi relations, adding that 
Saudi Foreign Minister Sand 
A1 Faisal bad informed him 
that be will be visiting the 
Kingdom this week. 

Responding to a question 
on Jordaman-Egyptian rela- 
tions, tiie King said that these 
ties are based on solid found- 
ations. 

“There is no sensitivity (in 
Jordanian-Egyptian rela- 
tions) and there is no justi- 
fication for it to exist,” King 


Hippodrome was 
turned into a giant 
ceramics factory 
during 3rd-to-6th 
centuries 


Byzantine tests. The round 
Late Roman lamps with 
their distinctive decorations 
were also elongated slightly 
in the Byzantine era, to 
produce a “hybrid” form 
that combined design char- 
acteristics from both 
periods. A similar situation 
occurs with Late Byzantine 
lamp forms appearing in 
Umayyad levels — perhaps 
because Umayyad era pot- 
ters amply kept using per- 
fectly good Byzantine era 
moulds. 

In Late Roman kiln 
dumps, Ina Kehrberg iden- 
tified two Roman lamp 
matrixes from the lst/eariy 
2nd centuries. In tiie found- 
ation trenches of the hip- 
podrome, the excavators 
found lst/2nd century AD 
pottery sherds and dense 
pockets of misfired and dis- 
carded 1st century AD 
sherds. This indicates that 
the hippodrome area was 
used for pottery production 
well before the Late Roman 
period (Much is not surpris- 
ing, in view of the ancient 
penchant to site ceramics 
industries outride the city 
walls, near toe cemeteries 
which demanded lamps and 
other burial goods). Also, 
these facts indicate that 
Early Roman potters may 
have kept using lamp forms 
designed and first produced 
in the Late Hellenistic 
period, a century or two 
earlier. 

A striking aspect of the 
ancient pottery industry at 
Gerasa is how little it 
changed over time. The 
potters, having developed 
an efficient and. profitable 
production system, only, 
made slight variations in 
shapes or decoration over 
time. Another verdict over 
time seems to show that 
today's mass produced pot- 
tery m Jordan is of much 
poorer quality than that 
manufactred thousands of 
years ago, in terms of dura- 
bility of glares and finishes 
or of ability to retain water. 

“Function and beauty are 
separated today,” Kehr- 
berg notes, “with some 
people making beautiful 
forms that are designed for 
display and others making 
simpler forms designed for 
everyday use. Very few 
people now make ceramic 
vessels that are both aesthe- 
tic and functional.” 

Tools of the trade 

The hippodrome project 
has also revealed the 
ancient use of small tools 
made of chipped and flaked 
sherds of pottery and glass, 
hundreds of which were 
found in Late Roman and 
Byzantine contexts assod- 


Hnssein said in response to a 
question. 

“Egypt is Egypt with its 
role and sire and Jordan is 
Jordan. We work together, 
for the benefit of the Arab 
Nation,” the King said. 

Urging international and 
Arab cooperatzon to co un ter 
the spread of te rrori sm, Mr. 
Mubarak said terrorism has 
become a global phenomena, 
adding that “t er ror i sm has 
nothing to do with Islam.” 

King Hussein said that the 
Jordanian society will not 
allow e xtr e mism to prosper in 
it, pointing to tiie couunit- 
ment to he National Charter 
which was drafted by repre- 
sentatives of all shades in the 
Kingdom's political spec- 


Israel withdraws from villages 


(Contfamed from page 1) 

known as a hotbed of resist- 
ance to Israeli rule, in recent 
years gained a reputation as 
tiie West Bank’s capital of car 
thefts. 

Nearly 100,000 people live 
in the five villages, which are 
part of what toe Israel-PLO 
autonomy accords define as 
“Area B.” The area is to 
come under joint IsraeB- 
Fairstmian security control 
while enjoying autonomy in 
civilian areas. 

“Our forces have overrid- 
ing responsibility,” Col. 
Moshc Elad told Israel radio. 
“The Palestinian police are 


responsible for law and order 
wfafle security remains the 
responsibility of the Israeli 
army.” 

Col. Elad said the Hebron 
area redeployment went wd 
and was optimistic that the 
two forces would work 
together successtoly. 

There were no numbers 
available on the remaining 
Israeli security presence in 
the are a handed over to the 
Palestinians Tuesday. 

ShkxnoDror, a spokesman 
for Israel’s outgoi ng W est 
Bank mititaiy government, 
said some Israeli police wen 
moved out of Dahariya*s 
market and other positions. 


ated with discarded pottery 
or production of calcium 
carbonate (lime). None 
were associated with the 
earlier period when the hip- 
podrome was first built and 
used, and none have ever 
been excavated in domestic 
contexts. The blades, scrap- 
ers, files, and rubbing/ 
boring implements were 
used for two d ifferen t pur- 
poses. Most were used in 
pottery production, for 
shaving off excess clay, 
trimming vessel contours, 
making decorative inci- 
sions, or burnishing bonis 
and flatters. 

Other flaked tools were 
found embedded in a 
gypsum-like material in and 
around large, sunken ves- 
sels and basins. Along with 
one lime kiln excavated just; 
outside the north gate of 
the hippodrome, these “cal-' 
cite factories” seem to have 
been components of a 
leather tanning' industry, 
which used a gypsum -lime- 
like substance to treat 
animal hides. The small 
tools were used for scraping 
off hairs, fine trimming, 
and shaving and rubbing 
the leatber (the same kina, 
of installations are used to- 
'day by leatber industry 



(Above) A 


(right) 
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(Photos by ha Kehr berg) 



workers in Fez, Morocco, 
while shoemakers in the 
Levant often use simple 
glass sherds to cut leather). 

These flaked and chipped 


tram. 

Addressing the conflict be- 
tween Yemen and Eritrea 
over sovereignty over the 
Red Sea isl an ds of Hamah, 
the King said he believed Mr. 
Mubarak was in a position to 
help negotiate a satisfactory 
solution to the dispute. 

The two leaders agree 
that nntitary hostilities monk, 
end and that dialogue is the 
best way to resolve the con-' 
ffict 

“Eritrea is a friendly Afri- 
can co un try and Yemen is a 
friendly Arab country and we 
are mediating between the 
two sides,” said Mr. Mubar- 
ak, adefing that hh special 
envoy to the two countries 
has readied “good results.” 

but sokfien remain stationed 
in the area. 

“The army doesn't have 
much to do. We don’t have 
too many soldiers there ” 
Mr. Dror added. 

Israel's withdrawal from 
Palestinian-populated pans 
of tiie West Bank has pro- 
ceeded over tiie past six 
weeks with minimal friction 
and no vic tims . 

Israeli troops have already 
left the towns of Jenin, Nab- 
lus, Tulkarem, KaOolya and 
Bethlehem — in addition to 
Jericho and the Gaza Strip, 
which were handed to the 
PLO in May 1994. Israel is to 
quit RamaOab wi th in days 
and most of Hebron itself by 
March. 


tools were used in two main 
periods: for tiie ceramics 
and tanning industries in 
the late 3rd/4tfa centuries 
AD, and in toe ceramics 


industry again in the late 
6th/early 7th centuries AD 
p>y which time tiie tanning 
industry had long vanished, 
after about .a century of 


existence). 

This work is sponsored 
and funded totally by the 
Jordanian Department of 
Antiquities. 


Egypt release 95 
Brotherhood supporters 


CAIRO (AP) — Egypt on 
Tuesday r elease d 95 ’men, 
most believed to be suppor- 
ters of the fandamentatist 
Muslim Brotherhood, after 
they spent a month in jail for 
allegedly planning to disrupt 
last month's paraament ejec- 
tions. 

State security prosecutor 
Hesham Sonya said some 
could face prosecution later 
because pobcc say they found 
knives, daggers and anti- 
govcr uffl «m leaflets in their 


The redeployment will 
leave the Palestinians in 
charge of the urban areas, 
where some 400/100 Palesti- 
nians live and which consti- 
tute about seven per cent of 
the West Bade. 

In addition, the Palestinian 
au thor ity vjiH abo have civi- 
lian auto no m y in almost a 
third of the West Bank, in 
areas where almost all its 1.2 
motion Arab residents live. 

In May, Israel and the 
PLO are to lamcb talks on a 
final settlement in which the 
Palestinians are expected to 
demand fall statehood in the 
West Bank and Gaza and 
that Israel hand over East 
Jerunlem for use as a Palesti- 
nian capitaL 


booses. 

He did not say how many 
might face trial. 

The men were rounded up 
— some from their homes — 
because “investigations 
showed tint they were pro-’ 
paring to make trouble dur- 
ing the elections,” Mr. 
Seraya told the Associated 
Press. 

The Brotherhood is legally 
banned, but the group had 
been allowed to function 
openly until last January 
when the gove rn ment ac- 
cused it of inks to radical 
groups that have carried out 
anti-go ve r nm ent attacks. 

The government began 
cracking down on the' 
brotherhood, arresting scores 
of its members and putting 
some of trial. Last month, a 
military court sentenced 54 
Brotherhood members to jail 


terms of up to five years. 

The Muslim Bro th er hood, 
Egypt's laigest opposition 

S , has charged that near- 
1 of its supporters were 
ed in connection with 
the Nov. 29 elections and the 
Dec. 6 run-offs. 

Some were accnsed.of ao- 
tions such as disrupting tra ffic 
and inritemenL Most are be- 
lieved to have been released. 

Police confirmed just 240 
of the arrests. 

Brotherhood officials 
charged that the gove rnm en t 


— mchufiiig designated pofl 
watch ers — to reduce the 
group's chance of winning 
'partiament seals. 

The Brotherhood fielded 
ISO candidates in the elec- 
tions for 444 parliament 
sea t s, but woo only ode. 


Turkish rivals agree on pact I § 


(Csntfamed from page I) 

the party until most seats in 
p ar liament as prime minister, 
but tins is not a con stituti onal 


Mr. Demird on Monday 
accepted Ms. CSDer’s resigna- 


tion, out asked her to r ema in 
as a carmaker prime amtirter 
new government was 
formed. 

The new paxtiament was 
expected to .convene next 
after which Demirel 
will appoint a new prim e 
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Bankers estimate 1995 growth rate 
in GCC states at 2.1% 


(AFP; - 
and reforms 


ABU DHABI 
Higher oil prices and 
have boosted the economies 
of six Arab Gulf states this 
year despite lower govern- 
ment spending and a decline 
in some sectors, according to 
officials and- bankers. 

' The oil sector alone in the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) has grown by around 
eight per cent as crude prices 
averaged nearly $17 in 1995 
compared with $15.50 in 
1994, they said.' 
i “The performance of GCC 
economies recorded positive 
rates and the results have 
surpassed expectations,” said 


Khaled A1 Fayez, chief ex- 
ecutive of the Kuwaiti-based 
Gulf Investment Corpora- 
tion, which is owned by GCC 
governments. 

“Such results were much 
better than in 1994. This is 
because the rise in oD prices 
hastened growth rates,” he 
said in Gulf press comments 
this week. 

Mr. Fayez gave no figures 
but bankers have estimated 
the combined GCC gross 
dom estic product (GDP) 
would grow by around 2.1 
per cent to $207.6 billion in 
1995 from nearly $203.2 bil- 
lion in 1994. 


A study by Henry Azzam, 
chief economist of the Sandi 
National Commercial Bank, 
showed Saudi Arabia's GDP, 
which accounts for nearly a 
quarter of the total Arab 
GDP, would likely rise to 
around S122 billion from 
$120.8 billion. 

“Kuwait’s GDP would in- 
crease to $24.2 billion from' 
$22.9 billion and the UAE’s 
to S38 billion from $36.6 bil- 
lion. 

Oman’s GDP surged by 
more than 12 per cent in the 
first half of 1995 and was 
projected to grow by over * 
three per cent by the end of 
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THE Daily Crossword by Robert Zimmerman 


; ACROSS 

1 Ffight school 
\ events 

> 6 Crack house 
raider 

; 10 Perfume 
ingredient 
14 Approximately 

• 15 Thought: pref. 

" 16 Opponent 

17 Postal uniform? 

• 19 Coin receiver 
20 Range of sight 

, 21 'O Sole — - 
22 Unknown place 
24 Miss Tucker 

26 Holiness 

27 French region 
30 Urgent request 

32 Hecate 

33 Nobleman 

34 45 inches 

37 Amo, a mas, — 

38 Russian leader 

39 Vicinity 

40 Sweet potato 

41 Open letters? 

42 Urge 

43 — Vallarta 

45 Groups of lions 

46 Domingo, for 
one 

47 Water nymph 
49 No small 

amount 

51 Sister 

52 ‘ — is rne- 

55 Melville opus 

56 Handwritten 
address? 

59 Colorless: pref. 

60 Winged archer 

61 Bravura 

62 Art deco name 

63 Contradict 

64 Room for Renee 
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Yesterday's puzzle solved: 


DOWN 

1 Fire 

2 Woodwind 

3 Bank's offering 

4 Umpire's 
ruling 

5 Tolerate 

6 Mr. Spock 

7 Computer 
language 


6 Hold back 
9 Logo 

10 Converts into 
pulp 

11 No mail? 

12 O. Henry 
work 

13 Flying toy 
16 Delicate 

23 Vienna, to 
Germans 

24 Diplomacy 

25 Withdraw help 

27 Absent 

28 S.A. capital 

29 Post office stock 
depleted? 

31 Goddess of . 

discord 
33 A muppet 

35 — majesty 

36 Girl 

38 Flogged 

39 Like the Gobi 

41 Business VIPs 

42 Struts 
44 Set tree 


n 

□ 

0 

□ 

□ 


□ 

□ 

□ 

E 0 

□ 

□ 

□ 


□ 

0 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ a 

B 

D 

U 

p 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

m 

E 

□ Q 

□ 

□ 

□ 

E 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

E 

□ 


□□□ 

□ 

E 

□ 

E 

□ 

□ 

EE 

□ 

□ 


□ 

DEE 




n 

□ 

□ 

El 

E 

E 

E 

□ 

E 

E 

□ 

□ 

H 

□ 

□ 

□ 


45 Name of 12 
popes 

46 Oven feature 

48 Nervous 

49 Enamelware 

50 Additional 

52 Historian Durant 


53 October 
birthstone 

54 Major 
conclusion 

57 Heir, perhaps 

58 Corporate 
initials 


the year. The economies of 
die two other GCC members, 
Bahrain and Qatar, are also 
set to grow. 

This is in contrast with 
1994, when most of GCC 
economies declined doe to 
low oil prices. The decline 
occurred mainly in govern- 
ment sectors. 

Accoridng to the state-run 
Emirates Industrial Bank, 
the improvement in crude 
prices would boost the GCCs 
income by around 10 per cent 
to $77 billion in 1995 from 
around $70 billion in 1994. 

The oil sector’s contribu- 
tion to the GDP ranges be- 
tween 30 and 40 per cent in 
the GCC. The other key sec- 
tors are construction and 
trade. 


“I believe all GCC econo- 
mies have grown this year 
because of the oQ price im- 
provement and government 
measures to restructure the 
economy. But some sectors 
have slightly retreated due to 
drop in investments and gov- 
ernment expenditure,” said 
Mahmoud A1 Jarwani, direc- 
tor of the Muscat Stock Ex-, 
change. 

Most GCC states cut 
spending in 1995 as part of 
reforms aimed at tackling 
their budget deficit and reviv- 
ing their economies after they 
were hurt by low oil prices. 

From $71.4 billion in 1994, 
spending was trimmed to 
$68.79 billion in 1995. with 


most of the cut made by 
Saudi Arabia. 

Lower government spend- 
ing has a direct impact on the 
economy in the 14-year-old 
Gulf alliance as the private 
sector still relies heavfiy on 
such spending given its re- 
latively small contribution to 
the GDP. 

But such a contribution, 
estimated at 35-40 per cent, is 
set to surge in the coming 
years a s regional states are 
pr«sing ahead with reforms, 
which cover privatisation, in- 
centives for industries and 
improvement of investment 
laws. 

The sale of key institutions 
t° th e pnblic is expected to 
fetch the governments bil- 
lions of dollars and ease the 
burden of subsidies. 

Mr. Fayez urged GCC 
states to pursue privatisation 
plans and other reforms to 
repair their economies and 
lessen reliance on volatile oil 
earnings, which account for 
mor than 80 per cent of their 
income. 

“GCC countries should be 
fully committed to privatisa- 
tion to liberalise their econo- 
mies and end bureaucracy 
and red-tape,” he said. “But 
privatisation needs changes 
m the existing economic laws. 

It means not only the transfer 
of the ownership from the 
government to the private 
sector, but also a change in 
foe structure of companies 
and their dealings.” 


Iran and Kuwait agree 
to boost trade 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran, fight- 
ing a U.S. trade ban, agreed 
with Kuwait to expand trade 
ties, foe Iranian news agency 
IRNA said Tuesday. 

It said visiting Kuwaiti 
Trade and Industry Minister 
Ali Hilal A1 Mutairi and 
Iran’s Commerce Minister 
Yahya A1 Eshaq Monday 
signed a trade agreement 
which covered cooperation 


between chambers of com- 
merce and participation in 
trade fairs, replacing a trade 
accord concluded in 1968. 


According to official fi- 
gures released by Kuwait in 
October, Iranian exports to 
Kuwait run at about $87 mil- 
lion annually and Kuwaiti ex- 
ports to Iran are less than $10 
million. 


Pakistan asks Muslims 
to focus on technology 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakis- 
tan’s president Farouk 
Leghari urged Islamic coun- 
tries Tuesday to focus on 
technological development 
rather- than remain passive 
recipient^ dependent on 
others. 

“Islamic countries most 
take cognizance of all innova- 
tive ideas and endeavour not 
only to imbibe them but also 
to set up institutions where 
the ummah (Islamic World) 
too contributes to human- 
ity,” he told an Islamic min- 
isterial standing Committee 
on Scientific and Technolo- 
gical Cooperation (Com- 
stech). 

The three-day meeting of 
ministers, senior officials and 


scientists from foe 52-nation 
Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference began to draw up 
strategy for foe promotion of 
science and technology in the 
Muslim World. 

‘‘We have yet to learn bow 
we can pool our intellectual 
and physical resources to 
achieve collective strength 
and capability and use it for 
the common good and uplift 
...,” Mr. Leghari said. 

He said Islamic countries 
were now totally dependent 
on industrialised countries 
for techniques, equipment, 
processes and technical ser- 


vices, adding that such large- 
scale dependence hampered 
national research and de- 
velopment activities. 

“As we' stand at the 
threshold of the new century 
we see an ummah divided, 
facing serious political, social 
and economic problems. Illi- 
teracy, disease, malnutrition, 
food deficiencies, energy 
shortages, environmental 
hazards, security weaknesses, 
all stare us in the face,” he 
said. 

“While the industrially 
advanced countries prepare 
themselves to move into a 
‘willed future’, we languish in 
ignorance, even dissipating 
whatever natural strengths 
we are blessed with,” he 
added. “How then do we 
enter the 21st century with 
any hope of achieving a ma- 
jor transformation from our 
present unhappy state?” 

Mr. Leghari said It was 
futile to expect scientific 
organisations to fulfil a long 
list of ambitious goals with- 
out adequate financial back- 
ing, ana appropriate infras- 
tructure. 

“The real challenge for all 
of us, particularly Muslim 
leaders and intellectuals, is to 
start movements for science 
and technology in our 
societies.” he stressed. 


Mr. Leghari said today’s 
Islamic World contributed lit-' 
tie to the overall growth and 
progress of science, an area 
which be said was “once their 
sole monopoly.” He urged 
OlC members to repriorfee 
their development objec- 
tives. 

He said new priorities mast 
include mass literacy, tech- 
nological education, develop, 
ment of human resource*, 
promotion of economic 
growth, reduction of poverty, 
improvement in health and 
scientific management of re- 
sources and environment 

Noting most Islamic couth 
tries were maritime states 
bordering the Atlantic,. 
Mediterranean, Red Sea sod 
the Indian and Pacific 
Oceans, he said: “Such a 


large marine area, if properly 
slotted can 


explored and exploited can 
bring great economic 
prosperity." 

He said vigorous research 
could lead to foe develop- 
ment of marine resources, 
generation of energy by tidal 
waves, ocean thermal energy 
conversion or protection of 
marine environment. 

“However, few Islamic 
countries have created suit- 
able oceanographic research 
and development facilities,” 
he said. 


Saudi industrial investments soar 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — In- 
dustrial investment in Saudi 
Arabia has jumped nearly 
seven times since 1980 as the 
biggest world oil producer 
stepped up a drive to diver- 
sify its economy, a study has 
showed. 

From 21 billion Saudi riyals * 
($5.6 billion) in 1980, invest- 
ment in foe non-oil industrial 
sector surged to 139 billion 
riyals ($37 billion) in 1994. 
said tibie study, published .in 
foe - quarterly bulletin of foe 


Riyadh-based secretariat of 
foe six-nation Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC). 

The investments covered 
2,036 light and medium pro- 
jects by foe end of 1994 com- 
pared with 734 ventures in 
1980. They now provide a 
total of 176,000 jobs. 

The study showed foe che- 
mical sector was foe main 
beneficiary, with an invest- 
ment of 90.6 billion riyals 
($24.15 billion). Other indus- 
tries involved minerals. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



building materials, paper, 
clothes and foodstuffs. 

The projects included joint 
Saudi-foreign ventures worth 
around 101-5 billion riyals 
($27 billion), mostly in che- 
micals. 

The large investments have 
pushed up the share of foe 
□on-oil industrial sector in 
the gross domestic product 
(GDP to 56.8 per cent, 
accounting for nearly 2455 
billion riyals ($65.4 billion). 
The contribution of foe joint 
ventures alone stood at 42.7* 
per cent. — 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Am old and Mike Aiytrion 


HOROSCOPE 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
fpur ordinary words. 


KECHE 


“If I don’t snack between meals, my fat 
cells start screaming at me and I can't 
hear the television.” 


M HgMrHaamvM. 

YUNTI 
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FORECAST FOR WEDNES- 
DAY, DECEMBER 27, 1995 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 
19) Study your most interest - 
mg aims and then today con- ' 
tact those who can assist yon . 
nr gaining them for your fu- 
ture-success. 


RAJAUG 

r y 


WHAT THE CHINES 
| BAILOR CCWiPEEEPl 
HIMSELF TO e>E, 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hern: A ^ J J J ] fXTl 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: TOXIC TARDY ENTITY BUSILY 
Answer A sculptor can use this to shape his 
masterpiece — HIS ARTISTIC BENT 


Peanuts 



UIE DIDN’T realize 
THAT FORT ZINDERNEUF 
IS CL05ED ON 
SATURDAY. 


O IBIS IMM Fmtro SynScats. he. 



TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Carey through with out- 
side career activities in the 
morning today, and ™»ir« 
great progress, but later don’t 
irk a fellow associate in any 
way. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) Listen to what a stranger 
has to suggest since this could 
bring progress in the outside 
world. Later today avoid a 
disagreement 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Be alert to 
something quite different 
which can make your activi- 
ties far more interesting and 
profitable in the daysanead. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
You can easily come to a 
better understanding with frd* 
low associates at foot tine, ro 
see them early and gam their ' 
added s u pport. 

0V1RGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Get that big 
deal arranged with a fellow 
associate since it can bring 
much success and pros p e ri ty 
yoo both for the days 


to 


Andy Capp 


SHE'S AT THE TIME 
(£UFe WHEN TOUCAN. 
Fee. ROUSH IN THE • 
MOFN1NS WITHOUT 
HAWING THE NB3HT 

before 



UBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Study how best 
to enhance the scope of your 
duties this morning and ^ lrtw ' 
today take any health treat- 
ments winch yon may 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Make further 
range merits with a good, 
mid for the amusements 
you want to enjoy later on in 
the days ahead with loved 
ones. 


SAOTTAWDS: (November 
22 to December 21) Study die 
situation at home and do 
whatever will bring more har- 
mony there at tins fW Be 
alert to {dans of your »nate 
and loved ones, 

^HUCORN: (December 22 
toJannaiy 20) Study cones. 

powtooce well today and let 
yom replies be pleasing to 
others and get better results 
than m the past for 
success. 


lHutt’n’Jeff 


ITS perfect'! 
FOR OLD.TiRED \ 



your 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Plan bow to 
yonr ideas workable at 
tins tune so that they become 

|*° fitabIc cm soon 
nave an abundance. 

(February 20 to 
March 20) Study what it is 

want the most in life at 

tins time and then go after it 
“^P^jcal fashion. Get in 
touch with a few friends. 
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usiness & Finance 

Federation of Chambers of Commerce rejects the campaign 

Retailers urged to join public in boycotting coffee 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 27, 1395 


By Ghalia Alai 

Special to the Jordan Times 

J. r _V 

. -V-J v AMMAN — The National 
. -t „* ■ ^.Society for Consumer Protec* 


stop selling coffee in his shop. 

“My clients are used to my 
coffee. I just can not let them 
down,” he said. 

Mr. Shahin added that he 


- „ --i ^bpycottmg coffee. 

In the appeal, the NSCP 
.. . : V.urged retailers to support the 
/ ;-'coffee-boyCOtt campaign it 
^.'y. iias launched a week ago 
■ adding that increases of cof- 

Vtce prices would harm them 

• U^'and their businesses. 

Abdul Fattah Shahin a cof- 
U?fee retailer said that 
i ^ although his sales went down 

* ;\ .^by 40 per cent as a result of 
> "fthe campaign, be would not 

k. '• £ respond to the NSCP’s 
appeal, and is not willing to 


erted to pressure merchants 
and distributors of coffee to 
lower the prices. 

“It is very important to 
pressure coffee merchants 
and distributors. The prices 
are so high. The price of 
“Extra” beans should go 
down from JD 4.40 to 
JD 2.80," Mr. Shahin added. 

Mr. Shahin said that he 
does not sell “robusta” cof- 
fee, the Only kind that was 
included in the price reduc- 
tion the Ministry of Supply 
imposed on the merchants. 


“It is a low grade kind.” he 
said. 

Many retailers supported 
Mr. Shahin’s point of view 
and said they did not have 
this kind of coffee but now 
after its price went down they 
are providing it in their shops 
to give their clients the free- 
dom of choice. 

Meanwhile, the Federation 
of the Jordanian's Chambers 
of Commerce rejected the 
NSCFs campaign to boycott 
coffee. 

It said in a statement that 
the campaign launched by the 
society was not based on 
realistic figures. 

“It (the NSCP) should 
have relied on constructive 
dialogue, without raising un- 
justified fanfare towards the 


commercial sector,” said th$ 
statement. 

It added that the new 
prices which were fixed by 
the Ministry of Supply were 
based on a comprehensive 
study and coordination with 
the Association of Foodstuff 
Traders. 

The statement said the 
prices correspond with the 
minimum rates offered at the 
international market during 
the period of June-November 
1995. 

Customs duties and import 
fees were taken into consid- 
eration before fixing coffee 
prices of robusta beans which 
cost $2.300-$2.500 and Brazi- 
lian beans $2,650. 

According to the state- 
ment, after calculating cus- 


toms fees, coffee processing 
expenses, and the profit mar- 
gin for importers, one kilog- 
ramme of robusta coffee 
would cost JD 3.05. There- 
fore it was decided that this 
kind be sold at JD 3.50 leav- 
ing 15 per cent profit for the 
retailers. 

The president of the fed- 
eration, Haidar Murad, told 
the Jordan Times that the 
Ministry of Supply usually 
fixes prices of commodities 
which are usually sold for 
ordinary people. 

As for other kinds of coffee 
which does not have fixed 
prices, he said it was up to the 
consumer to choose the shop 
that offers reasonable prices. 

“The consumer can 
boycott shops that sell other 


kinds of coffee with a high 
price,” said Mr, Murad. 

The federation called on 
the society to present any 
realistic documents if it had 
them and said it was ready to 
hold a meeting with the 
Ministry of Supply to discuss 
the issue in an objective man- 
ner and in the presence of all 
parties. 

Ghazi Khairi, manager of 
Farould said that a boycott 
campaign should be launched 
on commodity that many arc 
not dependent on." He 
added that the NSCP should 
take into consideration the 
expenses merchants have to 
pay. 

“Profit barely covers our 
expenses,” said Mr. Khairi. 
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ARAB BANK PIC 

JOH3AM KAZIOBAL BANK 

MIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT BAIR. 

OOICJJUI KUWAIT LANK 
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VALUE FKEV. CUM TWO 
TRADES CLOSING PUCE 
JD PRTd! 


Gold prices seen surging to $400 
by second quarter of next year 
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JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 
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NO. OT TRADED ammm IN PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED EH PARALLEL MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Fresh in- 
terest from speculators, in- 
vestors and funds next year 
will push gold to the key S40U 
per ounce level by mid-year, 
most analysis said in a Reuter 
poll. 

Four out of five said gold 
would hit the psychological 
$400 level by the end of June 
1996 in a more volatile mar- 
ket, up from about $388 this 
month. 

“We see inflation rising, 
especially in the United 
States, during the coming 
year and this could bring 
more investors back to the 
gold market,” said Hanspeter 
Hausheer. analysts with 
Swiss Bank Corporation in 
Zurich. 

Higher inflation would 
spark a rise in interest rates, 
deflating the bond market, 
while a rally in stocks would 
peak early next year. Inves- 
tors would then search for 
alternative markets to place 
their money. 

Two of the analysis, 
however, saw gold prices en- 
ding 1996 weaker than cur- 
rent levels. 

Andy Smith at Union Bank 
of Switzerland expected gold 
to hit $400 by mid-year but 
fall to $365 by year-end as 
investment funds closed out 
their positions to take profits. 

The other analyst who saw 
prices ending 1996 weaker 
than this year- at $380, Ted 
Arnold of Merrill Lynch, ex- 
pected gold to remain in a 
comfortable state of equilib- 
rium, occasionally disturbed 
by sharp movements. 

“I think you could have 


one or two spikes next year, 
but I think they'll soon be 
corrected." he said. 

“Sol long as the price re- 
mains reasonably steady, de- 
mand will remain quite good. 
If the price roars away, de- 
mand would start to fall away 
quite quickly," Mr. Arnold 
added. 

The analyst with the high- 
est year-end gold forecast at 
$425 was Rob Weinberg of 
Deutsch Morgan Grenfell. 

A large primary supply de- 
ficit would no longer be co- 
vered by producer forward 
selling and central bank sales, 
he said. 

"That is going to slow 
down and therefore the gap 
will have to be filled by some- 
thing else and that's probably 
price." he added. 

In silver, three of the five 
analysts saw it rallying - by 
mid-year to about $5.70 per 
ounce. 

Mr. Hausheer said ex- 
pected U.S. economic growth 
would push up silver — which 
has significant industrial use 
— more than gold. 

He forecast prices would 
rocker to $6.20 by year end. 


compared with aout $5.20 
this month. 

Forecasts on platinum 
prices ranged between $390 
and $440. 

Several of them said fun- 
damental factors were largely 
bearish, but if gold rallied, 
platinum would rise with it. 

“I’m not widely excited ab- 
out platinum. There's spare 
capacity to produce." said 
Mr. Weinberg, citing new 
projedets and plans by 
competing producers to boost 
output. 

New catalysts for cleaning 
up car exhausts are using less 
platinum, currently around 
$410 an ounce. Instead they 
are substituting cheaper pal- 
ladium. but some of the de- 
vices are still in the testing 
stage. 

Most of the analysts saw 
palladium edging up to about 
$140 per ounce by mid-1996 
from about $133 at present. 

In both platinum and palla-* 
dium. however, a key ele- 
ment in the price equation 
was whether major producer 
Russia released large 
amounts of its supposedly 
huge stockpiles. 


Polaroid to cut 1,300 jobs 


CAMBRIDGE, Mas- 
sachusetts ( AFP) Polaroid 
Corporation will shed 1,300 
jobs and take a $195 million 
special pre-tax charge as part 
of restructuring plans. Of the 
special provision, $155 mil- 
lion will be charged in the 
fourth quarter of 1995 and 
$40 million in 1996. according 
to a statement by Polaroid, 


the world leader in instant 
imaging. The measures will 
"refocus our considerable - 
assets and resources on areas 
with the greatest potential for 
commercialisation," said 
chairman and chief executive 
officer Gary Di Camillo. The 
company said it expected 
“near break-even results for 
the 1995 fourth quarter. 
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DAJANI 

JEWELLERS 

Gems of the worid . All blrthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . ^drc^Amms?! 3 
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Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

in Um Uthaina, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,, 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andi 
villas 1 

Fumished/unfumished for , 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel: 810605, 810609, 810520 


DOLLAR 

RENTA CAR 
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in Amman 
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Rental Simple 
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★ GIFTS 

HOME ACCESSORIES 

* FURNITURE 


S-.vcifieh - Behind Cairo Bank . 



Redia44/ia*tt 

Teppanyaki 

Sashimi 

Sushi 


For Res- 812997 - 8141 13 
•Mecca Si. Daouci Comer 


ncIBoz 


’European Strafe & Chicken 
•Middle Eastern Gills 
-ptzza &Snacto 
•hamburger* 

•Mbzzh. Salads 
’Aigeta 

Tel: 642830 

J4M Amman, 3rd Onto 


NEW YEAR 

CAIRO 1 

Ipifc , 



Amman (Abdali) 685195 

|dfmtOWl)62Z151 Z-npBBZ51M 
btwd 277607 **■*»■ M«»1 


Abdoun - Tel : 819564 
Mobil Phone - (079) 29339 
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RENT A CAR 




Main office 

King Abdullah Gardens 

Tel. 699420 



One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 

MAURICE AKKAWI 
& SONS 

■ Francesco 

smalto 

. Men's Wear 


Louis Foraud 

Ladles Wear 


Anira Hufcl CommiTuul Center. 
Td. 864721 



Head Office 

Tel. 06-684771 / Fax 684973 
Aqaba Office 
Tel. 03-316265 /Fax 316265 
Emergency Call 24 Hours 
079 / 21526 

Shmlsan* King Abdullah Gardens 
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review of news from the Arabic press 
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Jordanian businessmen 
( eager to start’ 
trading with Israel 

MORE THAN a hundred Jordanian traders have 
inquired the Ministry of Industry and Trade about the 
expon/import procedures and regulations to and from 
Israel since a trade agreement between the two countries 
was signed on Oct. 25, 1995. An authorised source at the 
ministry said an average of five or six businessmen inquire 
each day about the trade exchange which will start after the 
completion of constitutional procedures. The source, 
requesting anonymity, said there was “eagerness” towards 
exporting to and importing from Israel but “it is impossible 
to give the green light to traders before the trade 
agreement between the two parties passes through all 
constitutional stages.” 

However, despite emphasising that there hasn’t been any 
form of trade exchange between Jordan and Israel until I 
now, a number of people say that they have seen some 
Israeli products in the Jordanian market even if on a 
limited scale. With more Israeli products bound to appear 
in the local market sooner or later, many traders, manufac- j 
turers and economists are worried of the possibility of 
Israeli goods swamping the Jordanian market. Under such l 
a forthcoming situation, there is no indication yet on how 1 
receptive the Jordanian citizen would be to the Israeli 
products. 

Munir Hamarneh, an economic analyst sees a good 
number of citizens shunning Israeli goods “because that 
(buying from Israel) would be difficult at the time when 
other Arab countries are abiding by the economic boycott 
of Israel,” but he added: “Tbe final judgement is the 
experiment itself,” Dr. Hamarneh pointed out that psycho- 
logical factors could still be behind people not buying 
Israeli products. Mohammad obeidat, head of the National 
Society for Consumer Protection disagreed and pointed out 
that Jordanian citizens would not buy an Israeli product if 
its price is high or its quality is low. He stressed that 
psychological factors would not have any effect on a person 
with low purchasing power as this person would primarily 
seek good products at low costs regardless of the country of 
origin. Dr. Obeidat said: “The Jordanian consumer is 
interested in buying the alternate product that can give 
him/her the utmost satisfaction either through the price or 
the quality.” 

Besides accepting the Israeli products in the local 
market, a large percentage of Jordanians believe that 
Israeli products would be competitive and would meet the 
same level of demand as other products imported by the 
country. Dr. Obeidat added. 

Mohamamd Miqlaleh, a 53-year-old clerk, said that the 
presence of Israeli products in the market now should be 
something natural after the peace accord. “We have 
become mends now and we should accept the new reality. 
Consuming Israeli products and demanding for them would 
not harm us and would not shorten our lives,” he said. 
Ahmad Kh ashman, a 40-year-old taxi driver, said: “I do 
not believe there would be high demand for Israeli 
products once they become available in the local market, 
even if they are competitive in price. But I will undoubtedly 
buy these products in the end. Raesah Jdeitawi, a 
65-year-old housewife, said dealing in Israeli products in 
Jordan “would not advance nor delay a thing.” 

- Asked to predict a specific period after’whicb Jordanians 
would buy Israeli products, Dr. Hamarneh said giving a 
date would be vety difficult at present. Dr. Obeidat, on the 
other hand, said a period, if there should be any, would be 
very short (A1 Dustour). 

Ghor lands to be redistributed to 
beneficiaries next year 

■frtr AN AUTHORISED source at the Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation has confirmed that agricultural lands be- 
tween the Ghor area of Karameh and Sweimeb will be 
redistributed to beneficiaries from the beginning of next 
year. The Jordan Valley Authority (JVA) has taken over 
the lands when it was implementing the canal extension' 
projects. The source added that authority has carried out 
the project between 1984 and 1988, adding 14.5 kilometres 
to the total length of the canal to irrigate 60,000 dunums of 
agricultural lands. These lands were not distributed to the 
beneficiaries at the time because the water was not 
available. With the signing of the peace process, the 
availability of water and the work of the Karameh Dam 
project which will provide enough water to irrigate part of 
die lands previously taken over oy the authority, the JVA 
will redistribute the lands for agricultural utilisation. Once 
finished in 1997, the Karameh Dam, will be able to hold up v 
to 55 million cubic metres of water which will be used to' 
irrigate 60,000 dunums of southern Ghor land (AI Dus- 
tour). a 
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Jordan 

returns 

but 

Rockets 



WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Michael Jordan returned, but 
the Houston Rockets still 
ruled. 

Those were the high points 
of 1995 for the National Bas- 
ketball Association (NBA), 
which also expanded beyond 
the United States for the first 
time, settled pay disputes 
with players and referees and 
named a 1996 Olympic 
“Dream Team.” 

But nothing approached 
the magic moment in March 
when Michael Jordan re- 
turned to the Chicago Bulls 
at Indianapolis after 18 
months of retirement. 

Jordan had switched to 
minor-league baseball but 
was unhappy about having to 
take sides in the major league 
players’ strike. When 
pushed, he quit the Chicago 
White Sox and retained 
home to Chicago. 

Rumors swirled for a week 
before a two-word statement, 
“I'm back," said all there was 
to say. 

Even though Jordan was 
inconsistent in his first game 
back and the Bulls lost to the 
Indiana Paceis at Indianapo- 
lis, tiie promise of future 
excitement energised the 
sport. 

The Bolls lost in the second 
round of the playoffs to 
Orlando, led by Shaquille 
O’Neal and Anfernee, “Pen- 
ny” Hardaway. Jordan's 
struggles prompted extensive 
off-season training and the 
high-leaping star has re- 
turned to ms 30-point per 
game production. “When I 
didn’t play well in the Orlan- 
do series, I started second 
guessing myself,” Jordan 
said. “Some doubt creeped 
in. Maybe we expected too 
much. I wanted to come right 
back and prove I could do it. 

“But I think this can be the 
most exciting season because 
no one really knows what to 
expect.” 

The Bulls, boosted by the 
arrival to top rebounder De- 
nnis Rodman, took command 
from the start of the 1995-96 
season and now have the 
NBA’s best record. Jordan 
leads tiie league in scoring. 
Orlando also started strong 
despite a broken thumb that 
sidelined O’Neal for the 
Magic’s first 22 games. Miami 
was a surprise success under 
new coach Pat Riley and 
Alonzo Mourning, obtained 
in an opening-day trade with 
Charlotte. 

The era without Jordan has 
seen the rise of Hakeem Ola- 
juwon and the Rockets, who 
won their second consecutive 



Orlando Magic guard Anfernee Hardawaiy Christmas day NBA game at the Orlando 
(left) slams a basket as Houston Rockets cadre Arena (AFP photo) 

Hakeem Olajawon looks on during their 


crown by sweeping Orlando 
in the final. 

Nigerian-born Olajuwon 
sealed his place among the 
NBA's elite by sparking 
Houston from a sixth-place 
regular season finish to an 
unprecedented playoff sweep 
of the NBA season's four 
winningest clubs. 


Hill, Utah’s Karl Malone and 
John Stockton, Indiana's 
Reggie Miller, San Antonio's 
David Robinson and Mil- 
waukee's Glenn Robinson. 
“Playing on the original 
Dream Team was a great 
experience, but Fm really 
■looking forward to playing. 
with the younger guys tike 


BASKETBALL REVIEW NBA 


“When you have a great 
player like Hakeem, he 
amazes.us every year,” Hous- 
ton coach Rudy Tomjanqvich 
said. "T have never seen* guy - 
havc a more consistent spec- 
tacular playoff.” 

Olajuwon was among 10 
players named to the 1996 
U.S. Olympic basketball 
team, dubbed “Dream Team 
HI." Olajuwon was granted a 
special exemption to play for 
the United States after be- 
coming a citizen last year. 

Joining Olajuwon on the 
Atlanta-bound roster are 
O’Neal and Hardaway of 
Orlando, Scottie Pippen of 
the Bulls, Detroit's Grant 


Penny, Grant and Shaq,” 
Chicago forward Scottie Pip- 
pen said. 

Turmoil dominated be- 
■ ■ tween the seasons as owners 
locked out players in a con- 
• tract dispute. The union 
reached a deal, but several 
top players like Jordan and 
New York’s Patrick Ewing 
fought to decertify the union 
and have the pact thrown 
out. 

A vote of league players 
backed the union and the 
deal and the season began on 


time. 

But it did not start with 
regular referees. They re- 
jected a league deal and were 
replaced by minor-league 
substitutes for the first six 
weeks of the season. Their 
return was greeted with joy 
by coaches and players who 
typically complain about 
their every call. 

The NBA’s global expan- 
sion continued with more top 
international players in the 
league, such as Yugoslavia’s 
Predrag Danilovic with 
Miami and Lithuania’s Arvy- 
das Sabonis. at . Portland. 

Two dozen international 
players are now in the league, 
enough to stock two dubs. 
The NBA also expanded. by 
two teams, adding Canadian 
dubs in Toronto and Van- 
couver. 

The Pacific rim Grizzlies 
were not even two months 
old before setting a new 
league standard for futility 
with their 19th consecutive 
defeat. 


Tonight 
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HOTEL 

INTER-CONTINENTAL 
JORDAN 


i &rst 

(Siuiz oH'ight 

of the Qfbar 



Don’t miss out on 

The Last Quiz Night 
of the YEAR 

. Many Frizes to be Won. 

El-Pasha Nightclub 9:00 pm 

. C dHhr Qfbar 
Ball! 


In Cooperation with 



FURNISHED APARTMENT TO LET 
LOCATED IN SWEIFIEH 

220 sq.m., new fully furnished with telephone, 3 
bedrooms including master bedroom, 3 bathrooms, 
kitchen with breakfast area, salon, dining, living room 
with terrace, large store room, separate heating, satellite 
dish, 24 hour daily in-house porter. 

For further inquiry please call 844408. 


WANTED 

Unfurnished flat, 3 bedrooms, spacious, 
bright, with large terrace or garden, 
ground floor preferred. 

Rent negotiable. 

Tel: 692930, Sunday to Thursday, 8:30 - 14.00. 


TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS 
IN WESTERN SHMEISANI FOR RENT 

’ The first is a 200 sq.m, independent first floor apartment 
consisting ?f two bedrooms, guest room, sitting room, dining, 
glassed-in veranda, garden and garage. 

* The second is a 220 sq.m, second floor apartment, consisting of 
three bedrooms, guest room, living room, glassed-in veranda. 

Each of the two apartments has independent central heating, 
telephone, maid room, spacious kitchen and luxurious furniture. 
Please call Tel.: 665711,664256 


Aquamarina Hotels 
SPECIAL OFFER 

including the holidays 
for Jordanians 

JD 20 at Aquamarina Hotel I 
JD 16 at Aquamarina Hotel ill 

Per person including 
BREAKFAST & TAXES 

FOR RESERVATION PLEASE CALL 
316250 & 319425 

Merry X-mas 6t Happy New year 


Ripken and Braves top troubled year 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Baseball suffered a bitters- 
weet 1995, stung by an| 
over a lingering labour 
pute that could not be forgot- 
ten, even after long-awaited 
achievements by players and 
teams. 

Atlanta won the World 
Series title after three near 
misses, edging a Cleveland 
dub that reached the playoffs 
for the first time is 41 yeans. 

Cal Ripken set a major- 
league record for consecutive 
games played, then took a 
victory lap to cap an emotion- 
al 22-minute ceremony that 
captured the nation's atten- 
tion and brought joy in trou- 
bled times for the sport. 

And Hideo Nome, the first 
Japanese-born player in the . 
major leagues since 1966, 
won the National Legue 
Rookie of the Year award, 
attracting sellout crowds and 
helping remind American 
fans why they fell in love with 
the game. 

But owners and players 
feuded the entire year with- 
out reaching agreement on a 
labour contract. The dispute, 
which wiped out the 1994 
World Series, led to the 
shortening of the 1995 season 
by three weeks. 

Appeals from U.S. presi- 
dent Bill Ctinton to end the 
stalemate were rejected by 
owners, who stood firm on 1 
salary cap demands and 
threatened to open the sea- 
son with replacements culled 
from the lowest levels of the 
sport. 

These players trained in 
March and were ready to 
begin until a ruling by U.S. 
District Court Judge Sonya 
Sotomayor ordered everyone 
to work under former work 
rules. After 232 days on 
strike, the players were back. 

But fans stayed away. 
‘Attendance was off 20 per 
cent for the season and even 
more in the early days of tiie 
season. Ticket giveaways and 
trades of high-priced players 
followed, widening the. gap 
between weak and strong 
clubs. 

Fans searched for someone 



Five- Atlanta Brkves pfle onto pitcher Wark 
Wohlers as the Braves win the World Series 
with a 1-0 win over the Cleveland Indians at 


Atlanta’s Fulton County Stadium, October 28 
(Renters Photo) 


to love and found him in 
Nomo, the 26-year-old pitch- 
er who signed a two milli on- 
dollar deal with the Los 
Angeles Dodgers after a 
strong career in Japan. 


secutive games played on 
September 6 and continued 
to finish the season with a 
streak of 2,153 games. 

“Once it got close, I 
started to think of the 


BASEBALL REVIEW 


Nomo went on to.start for 
the NL in the All-Star Game, 
finish 13-6 with a 2.54 
eamed-nm average and led 
the league in strikeouts. His 
success touched off a wave of 
scouts travelling to Japan in 
search of majoT league talent. 

Bnt the hero of the year 
was Ripken, whose standard 
for durability appealed to 
workers and whose grace at 
the attention was a marked 
contrast to the owner-player 
bickering of prior months. 

Ripken, 35, broke Lou 
Gehrig’s mark of 2,130 con- 


enormity of the event and I 
started to feel a little bit of 
pressure,” Ripken said. 

Ripken remains 62 games 
shy of beating the world base- 
ball record for consecutive 
games players, the 2,215 in a 
row by retired Hiroshima 
Carp third baseman Sachio 
Kinugasa. 

If Ripken plays every game 
at the start of next season and 
there are no rainouts or post- 
ponements, he would match 
Kinugasa’s mark on June 12 
in Detroit and break it the 
following night in Kansas 


City. 

An expanded playoff for- 
mat produced exciting 
games, with Seattle and Col- 
orado reaching the playofe 
for the first time in their 
history. 

Bat the World Series be- 
longed to the Braves. Atlan- 
ta’s Greg Maddux was the 
game’s best pitcher for a 
fourth consecutive year and 
Tom Giavine allowed Cleve- 
land only one hit in the decid- 
ing sixth game of the best-of- 
seven final. 

The Braves won the finale 
1-0 on a home run by David 
Justice, who felt the pressure 
of earlier comments about 
how poor his hometown fans 
were supporting the dob. 

Mickey Mantle, baseball 
hero for a generation of fans, 
died of liver cancer and in- 
spired an increase in organ 
donations. 


Iraq’s 
Talaba, 
Japan’s 
Bellmare 
in Asian 
cup final 

TOKYO (AFP) — A four- 
goal blast by Brazilian striker 
Emerson swept Bellmare 
Hiratsuka into the Asian Cop 
Winners Cup final at the ex- 
pense of holders and J- 
League rivals Yokohama 
Flugeis. 

Emerson was the star of a 
remarkable semi-final at 
Hiratsuka, near Tokyo, on 
Tuesday night, that saw four 
penalty awards and needed 
sudden death play-off time 
added to get the 4-3 results. 

The 22-year-old Brazilian 
scored all his side’s goals, 
including two from the penal- 
ty spot. 

Bellmare now meet Iraqi 
side Talaba in the final in 
Yokohama on Wednesday. 
Talaba’s Kuwaiti opponents 
Kazma withdraw from the 
competition in a political pn> 
test showing fingering ani- 
mosity since the 1990 Gulf 
war. Kazma claimed 600 
Kuwaitis are still being hqkl 
prisoner in Baghdad. 

But there was no politics to 
mar the all-Japanese soccer 
clash on a bitterly cold 
Christmas night. 

Emerson scored with : 
penalties in the 14th and 44th 
minutes — the first for a foul 
by Flugeis sweeper Naoto 
Otake and the second for a 
handball by substitute defen- 
der Yasuhiro Hato — to give 
Bellmare a 2-0 half-time lead. 

But 10 minutes into the 
second half, the Flugeis 
Brazilian import Evair also 
scored from the penalty spot 
after Bellmare midfielder 
Simao brought down Olym- 
pic team captain Masakiyo 
Maezono. 

Emerson completed bis 
hat-trick in the 71st minute, 
breaking through the centre 
of the Flugeis defence to 
shoot home. The contest then 
looked over. 


Weah named European 
Footballer of the Year 


MONROVIA (AFP) — 
Liberia’s sports ambassador 
George Weah said Tuesday 
he would have to work har- 
der to justify his selection as 
European Footballer of the 
Year. 

"The title poses a great 
responsibility on me because 
I must continue to work har- 
der to prove to the world that 
I deserve it,” the AC Milan 
star said. 

Weah, who has also been, 
voted Confederation of Afri- 
can Football player of the 
Year for 1995, added: “My 
achievements bring pride to 
the nation andpeopfe of war- 
torn Liberia.” 

Youth and Sports Minister 
Fancois Massaquoi, called on 
the Liberian youth to emu-* 
late “Weah’s shining exam- 
ples through hardwork, de- 
dication and discipline.” 

“The only positive thing 
we have now in this country is 
Weah and football,” Massa- 
quoi said. 

Weah was announced on 
Monday as the 1995 winner 
of football's prestigious Bal- 
lon d‘Or Award — the first 
time a non-European has 
been honoured. 

- AC Milan striker Weah, 
29, beat out Bayern Munich's 
Jurgen Klinsmann into 
second place with Ajax’s Fin- 
nish international Jari Lit- 
manen in third spot. 

The fourth arid fifth plac- 
ings went respectively to 
Alessandro Del Piero of 
Jnventus and Patrick Kluivert 
of Ajax Amsterdam. 

Since 1956, French weekly 
magazine France Football 
has awarded the prize to the 
best European player, but 
the rules were changed this 
year. Any player in Euro- 
pean league, regaridess of 
nationality, could win the 
prize. 

This meant that Argenti- 
na's Diego Maradona, who 
played for Sevilla and Na- 
ples, and Brazil’s Romano, 
who represented PSV Ein- 
dhoven and Barcelona, might 
have won it in former years. 

Earlier this year, Weah 
starred for Paris Saint Ger- 
main in topping the 1994/95 
European Cup goalscoring 
charts with seven. PSG won 
all their six group matches, 
before losing to Milan in the 



Laierian George Weah, 29-year-old AC Milan striker 7 won 
the prestigious Golden Ball award In the journalists’ poB 
conducted by France Football magazine on Dec. 25 (Renters 
photo) 


semi-finals. 

Weah is simply a striker 
that has it all. He has a 
blistering shot with either 
foot, is good in the air, has 
pace, athleticism, an acute 
tactical sense, and relishes 
the big occasion. 

And Milan, well aware of 
his qualities, were soon 
proved right in moving for 
Weah after he teamed up 
well with Roberto Baggio 
and Montenegrin Dejan 
Sa vice vie up front. 

Milan currently top the Ita- 
lian championship and have 
qualified for March's UEFA 
Cup quarter-finals. 

And last season. Weah 
won two trophies with PSG 
— the French Cup and the 
French League Cup. 

Though Weah qualified 
with Liberia for January's 
1996 African Nations Cup 
finals, it was his perform- 
ances in the club-scene which 
won him acclaim. 

Weah, who moved from 


NBA/NFL results 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — National Basketball Associa- 
tion results 

San Antonio 105, Phoenix 100 
Orlando 92, Houston 90 

Result of National Football League game played on 
Monday, the final game of the regular season: 

Dallas 37, Arizona 13 


Paris Saint Germain to AC 
Milan in the summer for nine 
million dollars, is also a two- 
time winner of the African 
Footballer of the Year award 
— in 1989 and 1994. 

The most prestigious past 
winners include France’s 
Michel Platini. Holland's 
Marco Van Basten and Johan 
Cruyff, who jointly hold the 
record as three-time winners. 

A list of 50 players was 
drawn up last month and a 
journalist from each Euro- 1 
pean country registered with 
governing body UEFA, mak- 
ing 49 as Azerbaijan did not 
participate, nominated their 
five best players — five 
points for the best, four for 
the second, etc. 

Weah was voted 20 times 
in first spot, with 12 times for 
Klinsmann and six for Lit- 
manen. ' .. 

Only two defenders, Italy's 
Paolo Maldini and Ger- 
many’s Matthias Sammer, 
made the top 10. 


Ballaon d Or standings 

1. George Weah (Lbr-AC Milan) 

2. Jurgen Klinsmann (Ger-Bayern Munich) 

3. Jan Lltmanen (Fin- Ajax Amsterdam) 

4. Alessandro Dd Piero (Itl-Juventus) 

5- Kluivert (Ned-Ajax Amsterdam) 

6. Gianfranco Zola (Ha- Parma) 

7. Paolo Maldini atl- AC MOan) 

8. Man: Overman (Ned-Ajax Amsterdam) 

tn (G^-Bwuss^ Dortmund) 

10. Mfchael Laudrup (Den-Real * 


144 pts 
108 
67 
57 
47 
41 
36 
33 
18 
17 
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Sayonara 
leads fleet 
out of 
Sydney 

Harbour 

SYDNEY (R) — U.S. maxi 

Sayonara, with media tycoon 
Rupert Murdoch on board, 
stormed but of Sydney Har- 
bour to lead the fleet in tbe 
51st Sydney-to-Hobart yacht 
race and a possible race re- 
cord on Tuesday. 

However, the state-of-the- 
art $2.0 million maxi gained 
the lead only after Australian 
maxi Fudge saw her mainsail 
tear while beating towards 
the heads in the steady 10-15 
knot northeasterly. 

Fudge, the world’s largest 
maxi at 25.8 metres won the 
start with America’s Cup 
skipper Australian Iain Mur- 
ray at tbe helm. 

Fudge, formerly Matadorz 
and built in 1990 for Amer- 
ica's Cup winner U.S. yachts- 
man Bill Koch, had been 
regarded as too old and 
heavy to be a real contender 
in the 630 nautical mile race. 
But she surprised the fleet 
with her speed at the start. 

Yacht designer Murray 
ordered dramatic changes in 
the past few days, removing 
seven tonnes of ballast and 
lowering the mainsail 2.5 
metres to improve perform- 
ance. 

As the yachts tacked along 
the west of the harbour. 
Fudge opened a comfortable 
lead over the 23.73-metre 
(77.86 feet) race favourite 
Sayonara and the 22.9-metre 
(75 feet) Australian maxi 
Brindabella, which came 
second in 1994 by seven mi- 
nutes. 

After cutting across the 
harbour to the eastern shore 
with about one km to the 
harbour mark Sayonara 
forced Brindabella to tad; 
; away. 

But as the three maxis 
ploughed towards the beds. 
Fudge’s mainsail ripped loose 
at the foot, flapping wildly. 
Despite frantic efforts to reef 
in the main, Sayonara quickly 
slid past the giant yacht and 
into the lead. 

Sayonara, boasting a crew 



U.S. mud Sayonara outside Sydney beads 
surrounded by pleasure craft at the start of the 


Sydney to Hobart yacht race December 26 
(Reuters photo) 


littered with America’s Cup 
and Whitbread around-the- 
world sailors, opened op a 
rive-boat-length lead and 
cleared the harbour mark in 
18 minutes 47 seconds at tbe 
head of the 98-boat fleet. 

Second favourite Brin- 
dabella followed 55 seconds 
later with Fudge a further 15 
seconds behind. In fourth 
was the downwind flyer pock- 
et Maxi Amazon, regarded as 


FOR REM: 2 FURNISHED APARTMENTS 


(In Abdoim) 3 and 2 bdrm APARTMENTS. 
Heating, Phone, Satellite, Brand New 
furniture. Secured intercom, 3nd floor, Nice view. 


Plpnsp rail; 680988 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
a TANNAH HIRSCH 

CIS#* toxM 30VK93. me. 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. 1 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*9 5 998 OS 7 C AAQL0854 

The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
I* Pan ? 

What do you bid now? 

A - Although a response of two 
duba followed by o rabid of three 
dubs shows a sub- minimum two- 
over-one response, your suit is not 
quite good enough for that action. 
Bid one no trump, and see what 
partner rebids. 

Q. 2 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

«AK 9J32 OAKJ904 *4 6 

The bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EA ST 
IO Pam 1* Pass 

•» 

What do you bid now? 

A - You have a fine six-card suit 
and a good hand — half the prime 
cards in the deck. By making the 
invitational jump to three dia- 
monds, you describe all your assets 
to a lee. 

Q. 3 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*K9 SA* >763 +KQB543 

The bidding hoe proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1 * Pass 1* Puna 

2 * Pans 2? Pom 

Whot do you bid now? 

A • Il's close whether you should 
rebid dubs one more lima or ukc a 
preference lo spades — partner has 
at least a five-card suit on this 
sequence. Since we don’t like sup- 
pressing support when wc have a 
high honor in partncr'9 suit, our 


vote goes to two spades. 

Q. 4 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

AAEQ8S2 9Q9S.0Q104 *7 

The bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH BAST 
1* Pass 1NT Pass 

What do you bid now? 

A - You have on excellent six-card 
suit, so you certainly want to rebid 
it. However, despite the quality of 
the suit, you have a dead minimum 
opening bid. Don't even think about 
anything other than a simple two- 
spade rebid. 

Q. 5 - Both vulnerable, us SouLh 
you hold: 

*K9B TJ 743 v8 2 +AQJ9 

The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
19 Dbl ? 

What action do you take? 

A - If you have some way to show n 
limit raise with four -card support, 
by all means do so. If not, nil you 
con do for the moment is redouble, 
intending to make a minimum bid 
in hearts at your next turn. 

Q. 6 - Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*QJ6 DA432 OJ53 *874 

The biddi ng has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
1J- Dbl ? 

What action do you take? 

A - In light ofEaist'ft double, which 
is takeout for the majors more so 
than far diamonds, introducing our 
weak four-card heart suit has little 
to gain. Instead, we would bid One 
no trump, showing some values and 
moiling the one-level from the 
enemy. 


a real danger if the winds 
•blow consistently from the 
north. 

But all eyes were on Sayo- 
nara, the new ILC70 maxi 
made of carbon fibre and 
powered by computer- 
moulded Kevlar sails, which 
is tipped to break the 20-year 
race record. 

Shortly after hoisting her 
spinnaker at the seaward 
mark and turning south, 
Sayonara was docked surfing 
at 16 knots. In order to break 
tbe race record she has to 
average 10.2 knots. 

U.S. maxi ketch Kialoa set 
a record two days 14 hours 36 
minutes and 56 seconds in 
1975. 

Race weather officials have 
forecast a mild 20-25 knot 
southerly change should hit 
tbe fleet on Wednesday, fol- 
lowed by a westerly on 
Thursday — giving the front 
runners a fast run across the 


notorious bass strait to 
Hobart. 

The Sydney-to-Hobart, 
one of the world's top three 
blue water dasstc yacht races 
along with England’s fastnet 
and the United States’ New- 
port to Bermuda, is nick- 
named ‘hell on high water* 
having claimed two lives and 
left scores of yachts wrecked. 
In 1993 mountainous seas 
forced more than half the 
fleet to retire doe to damage. 

Rupert Murdoch,, chair-, 
man of news corporation, has 
competed in four Hobarts, 
sailing his timber ketch IHna 
into second place in 1964. 

Murdoch, who had surgery 
"on a finger last Thursday 
after an accident on Sayonara 
during a harbour race, was 
invited to sail to Hobart as 
general crew by owner and 
friend Larry Ellison, founder 
of U.S. computer firm Ora- 
de. 


* 

Asian stars shine in ’95 racket sports 


PARIS (AFP) — Asian rack- 
et sports exponents shone in 
1995 until China winning two 
badminton world title, plus a 
clean-sweep seven world 
table tennis championship 
golds and ttys men’s singles 
World Cup, but Paltistan 
earned the squash men’s sing- 
les title. 

In table tennis, China’s 
World Cup winner Kong 
Unghui gave a taste of his 
strong challenge for next 
1 year’s Olympics after winning 
the World Cup singles in 
Nimes, France in October. 
Kong, who added the World 
Cup crown to the world title 
be won in Tianjin, China in 
May, said: “Winning in. 
Atlanta will be much tougher 
than my world championship 
or World Cup titles.” 

China completed a dean- 
sweep of all seven world 
championship titles on home 
soil earlier in tbe year. 

Should Kong, who beat 
Germany’s 1992 European 
champion Jorg Rosskopf 18- 
21, 24-22, 22-20, 21-14 to 
earn the 33,000 World Cup 
top prize, win in Atlanta, 
Georgia, he would complete 
an unprecedented treble. 

He would become the hol- 
der of the world, Olympic 
and World Cup titles at the 
same time. 

Kong, quick on his feet and 
with a powerful righthanded 
attacking game, showed, 
tenadty in tight situations 
throughout the match. 

Rosskopf, however, 
known for a lightning fast 
backhand, good physical fit- 
ness and steady nerves, could 
have won 3-0, but kept losing 
big leads. 

China have now won the 
World Cup title nine times in 
the 16-year history of this 
16-man invitation event — 
die most prestigious annual 
tournament in the sport as 
the world championships are 
every two years and the 
Olympics are every four 
years. 

Guo Yuehua won in 1980 
and 1982, Jiang Jialiang won 
in 1984, Chen Xinhua, who 
now plays for England, won 
for China in 1985, Chen 
Longcan won a year later, 
and Teng Yi won in 1987. 

Then Ma Wenge won in 
both 1989 and 1992. 

Jansher Khan, who won 
the 1995 men’s World Open 
Squash Championships in 
Cyprus in.November, was on 
the verge of pulling out dur- 
ing the final because of terri- 
ble pain in a blistered right 
foot. 

Khan, 26, who beat Eng- 
land’s Del Harris 15-10, 17- 
14, 16-17, 15-8 in the final for 
a record seventh victory, said 
afterwards: “The blisters 
were so painful, when I lost 
tbe third game, I was about 
to scratch,” 

However, Khan decided to 



Jordan 

Timber Processing Industries 
Co. Ltd. (JTPI) 


With reference to the company’s earlier 
advertisement about the sale of the plants 
which was set on December 28, 1995 as a 
deadline to receive bids and in compliance 
with the desire of the local and foreign 
companies which had requested an extension 
of the deadline so that they can pay visits to 
the site and present their bids after the end of the year 
& new year feast. 

The liquidation committee has decided to extend 
the deadline for receiving bids until 2:00 p.m. of 

® Thursday March 28, 1 996. 

For more information please refer to the secretary of the 
liquidation committee at the following address: 


f Jordan Timber Processing Industries Co. Ltd, 

Shmeisani, Al Naser Centre building Tel: 661030 Fax: 677648 
P.O.Box: 2690 Amman 11181 Jordan. 


keep going and managed ip 
win in 101 minutes for his 
seventh title, one better than 
the six crowns held jointly by 
Jansber and legend and com- 
patriot Jahangir Khan. 

A large blister on tbe ball 
of his right foot and another 
on his right heel were lanced 
on Friday' night and ban- 
daged. However the pain was 
considerable until the ban-’ 
dage was tightened for the 
fourth game when Khan ran 
out an easy winner. Khan 
added afterwards: “My coun- 
try Pakistan will be very hap- 
py with the record. They 
have all been waiting' for-iL” 

And on the match, be con- 
tinued : “Harris played very 
well, but I have played him 
before and beaten him. Even 
though be took the third 
game, I still had confidence 
at 2-1 up. 

“I thought I could keep 
him back and -force him to 
make mistakes, which I did in 
the fourth set.” 

Khan also staked his claim 


for the best squash player of 
all time as he earned a 
seventh wm. 

For Khan, unbeaten in 13 
tournaments dating back to 
early 1994, it was yet another 
milestone on tbe way to his 
ultimate ambition of becom- 
ing tbe greatest ever. 

The three candidates are 
Australia's Geoff Hunt, an 
eight-time British Open win- 
ner and four-time world 
champion, Jahangir Khan of 
Pakistan, a 10-time British - 
Open winner and a six-time 
world champion, compared 
to Jansher Khan’s seven 
world tides, one betteT than 
his namesake, and four Brit- 
ish Opens. 

Meanwhile, in tbe world of 
bandminton, Heryanto Aiby 
of Indonesia and China’s Ye 
Zhaoying were the singles 
wirmes in the world cham- 
pionships in Lausanne, 
Switzerland in May. 

Arby overcame poor form 
in the Sudinnan Cup world 
mixed team event the week 


before to beast South Korea 
s Park Sung Woo 15-11, 15-8 
in the singles final. 

And Ye was the surprise 
winner — Olympic and de- 
fending world champion Susa 
-Susanuu of Indonesia was tbe 
favourite — in tire women’s 
event. 

Ye beat compatriot Han : 
Jingna 11-7, 11-0 in the Anal. . 
The week before in the Sudir- , 
man Cup, China caused & 
sensation to beat holders and *. 
favourites Indonesia 3-1 in a 
controversial final. 

At the end of tbe fourth 
.rubber, a Chinese flag was ' 
thrown on to the head of an 
Indonesian official, who re- 
fused to give the flag bade. 
There was jostling and ' 
pushing, and, after foe en- ■ 
suing bad feeling, the fifth 
and final dead rubber was not ' 
played. 

In the three doubles 
events, Indonesia, Denmark 
and South Korea had gold 
medals. 


d#. 

FORTE 

GRAND 

AMMAN 


NEW YEAR'S EVE 

IN 

GRAND STYLE 


'Welcome the New Year at Andalusia Restaurant 
in grand style with dazzling entertainment by 
The Irish International European Band. 
Superb cuisine and the very best service as 
you dance yotir way through the traditional ■ 

' ' ' midnight celebrations arid beyond. 

Price JD48 inclusive with a glass of champagne 



* Or welcome the New Year at China Town in 
extravagant Oriental style entertained by the 
duo Eyad & Samer. 

Our Chinese chefs have created an extravagant menu 
to take you through the traditional celebrations. 

Price JD32 inclusive with a glass of diampagne 



For reservations please call 696511 ext. 6543 



CINEMA TEL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

CINEMA TEUG99238 

PLAZA 

1 

Pierce Brosnan 
as 

James Bond 007 . 
in 

GOLDENEYE 

Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:05, 830, 10:30 pm. 

Dangerous 

Minds 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 

* TheSarrta Clause 

Shows: 12:30, 2, 5:00 


CINEMA TEL: 677420 

CONCORD 


CONCORD “1" 

Val Ktimor & Nikol Kidman ..in 

Batman Forever 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:30 

-CONCORD “2" 

Jack Nickolson..in-WOLF 

Shows: 6:00, 10:30 p.m. 

Silvester Stallone.. .in 

ASSASSINS 

Shows: 3:30, 8:30 p.m. 


AMMOUN THEATRE. & 

CINEMA/tEL: 618274- 61B275 


After the renovation ... 
Presents to Its dear 
clients the strongest Arab 
& Foreign films as of 

1 Jan. 96 



Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


Shows begjn on Dec. 19. 1995 a 
continue on Tuesdays, Wednesc 
and Thursdays (three days a m 
only. The programme continue 
. until the start of the holy montt 
R am a d an. The Show Is entitle) 

u Ahlan.Tatb^e ,, 
Welcome Normalieati 

For reservation cadi 6253 
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Yemen threatens to win 
back island with force 




SANAA (AFP) — Yemen 
warned on Tuesday it could' 
resort to force to win back a 
disputed Red Sea island cap- 
tured by Eritrean troops, af- 
ter more fighting was re- 
ported in the strategic Hanish 
archipelago. 

■ "The fact that Yemen has 
opted for a peaceful solution 
does not mean that it will 
stand idly by," said the gov- 
ernment daily AJ Sawra, 
adding that Sanaa “is capable 
of talcing the island by force.” 

■ The warning came as diplo- 
mats said two Eritrean milit- 
ary boats were repulsed by 
Yemeni forces stationed on 
the Isle of Jebel Zogar, 17 
kilometres north of the island 
of Hanish A1 Kabir (Greater 
Hanish), which was captured 
by Eritrea ’Dec. 18. 

The diplomats, wbo gave 
no further details, said 
Yemeni forces prevented the 
boats from, landing on the 
island early on Tuesday, 
although Eritrean President 
Issias Afe world insisted there 
had been no dashes in the 
past two days. 

Earlier, the daily A1 
Jumhuriya in Sanaa said Ye- 
men had so far avoided force 
to regain the island because it 
wanted to prevent “exposing 
shipping in the major water- 
way to danger." 

The government in Sanaa 
is facing mounting criticism 
over its handling of the crisis 
from many Yemenis who feel 
that they have been beaten 
by a country even poorer 
than they are. . 


There were even rumours 
late Monday that the De- 
fence Minister General 
Abdel Malek A1 Sayyani and 
Chief of Staff General Abdal- 
lah A1 Ulawah had been 
sacked, but they were swiftly 
denied by the official SABA 
news agency. 

The volcanic Hanish A1 
Kabir fell to Eritrean forces 
after a three-day battle in 
which nine soldiers were kil- 
led. Asmara and Sanaa are 
also in dispute over Lesser 
Hanish and Jebel Zogar. 

They all form part of an 
archipelago of nine islands 
which guards the strategic 
straits of Bab AI Mandab at 
the mouth of- the Red Sea, 
and whose status has. never 
been defined by international 
conventions^ 

Eritrea on Tuesday prop- 
osed that international obser- 
vers oversee the withdrawal 
of its troops and Yemeni 
soldiers from the island. 

Girma Asmeron, in charge 
of the Eritrean foreign minis-: 
try's Africa department, said 
the deployment of interna- 
tional observers was raised 
when President Afeworki 
held talks with Ethiopian 
Foreign Minister Seyoum 
Mesfin. 

“We're suggesting the 
names of United States, 
France, Ethiopia and Egypt 
to create an international, 
neutral body that could go 
there and monitor the with- 
drawal,” Mr. Asmeron said. 

Mr. Asmeron added 19S 
detained Yemeni troops 


would be handed over swiftly 
and unconditionally to the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRQ, which 
dispatched envoy Jean- 
Francois Sangsue from Addis 
Ababa to Asmara on Satur- 
day. 

"The ICRC can have the 
prisoners as soon as they're 
ready to take them. It's only 
a logistical question, a matter 
of days,” Mir. Asmeron said. 

Mr. Mesfin made a second 
brief visit to Asmara on Tues- 
day before returning to 
Ethiopia as part of a shuttle 
diplomacy which has yet to 
achieve a tangible result. 

Both sides have camped on 
opposing positions. Yemeni 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
has called on Eritrea to re- 
move its forces from Hanish 
Al Kabir before bilateral 
negotiations on tbe islands 
future can begin. 

Eritrea has called for both 
sides to withdraw their troops 
from the region before taking 
the issue to arbitration at the 
International Court of Justice 
in the Hague. 

Egypt has also been trying 
to resolve the crisis, with 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak speaking by tele- 
phone Tuesday with his Erit- 
rean counterpart. 

Mr. Afeworki assured Mr. 
Mubarak that “his country 
stopped all military opera- 
tions, and there has been no 
military action for the past 
two days," Egyptian In- 
formation Minister Safwat AI 
Sberif said. 
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JORDAN I AN-EGYPTI AN TALKS: Elis Majesty King Hussein and Egyptian President Husni Mubarak on Tires day 
hold private talks in the port city of Aqaba (see story page 1) (photo by Youse f ’Allan) 

Serb leaders demand delay in 
turning over parts of Sarajevo 


Authorities seize ‘dangerous’ 
chemicals headed for Iraq 


AMMAN (AFP) — Customs 
officials said Tuesday they 
had seized several kilogram- 
mes of “extremely danger- 
ous” imported chemical pro- 
ducts heading for Iraq. 

The seizure took place re- 
cently after the products, 
which could be used to make 
chemical weapons, had been 
waiting in Ionian for several 
months to pass through strict 
border, controls t and be deli- 
vered’ to Iraq, they said; • 

The authorities also seized 
last month machine tools that 
could be used in the manufac- 
ture of missiles, that were 
also destined for Iraq. 

The bulk of the goods des- 
tined for Iraq have to pass 
through Jordan, the only out- 
let Baghdad has with tbe 
outside world because of a 
U.N. oil and trade embargo 
imposed on Baghdad after it 
1 invaded Kuwait in August 
1990. 

„■ Under U.N. resolutions, 
Iraq has to satisfy U.N. arms 
inspectors that it has des- 
troyed aQ its weapons of mass 


destruction to win a lifting of 
the oil sanctions. 

It is not allowed to have 
any chemical weapons or mis- 
siles with a range of more 
than 150 kilometres. 

The latest haul came after 
Jordan seized in late Novem- 
ber gyroscopes which could 
be sued as guidance systems 
for long range missiles. 

The chemicals were disco- 
vered after Iraq handed over 
documents to the U.N. spe- 
cial commission in charge of 


Iraqi disarmament (UN- 
SCOM) following the defec- 
tion of former industry minis- 
ter General Hussein Kamal 
Hassan to Jordan in August. 

The documents revealed 
Iraq’s links with foreign com- 
panies supplying it with 
armaments contravening the 
embargo. 

Since then, Jordan has de- 
cided to clamp down on 
several Jordanian firms sus-. 
pected of acting as 
smokescreens for Iraqi busi- 
ness dealings. 

One of tbe firms, belong- 


ing to a Palestinian business- 
man from Gaza was impli- 
cated in importing the Rus- 
sian gyroscopes from Mos- 
cow, officials said. Iraq de- 
nied having imported the 
equipment and Moscow de- 
nied it was Russian made. 

However, Rolf Ekeus, the 
UNSCOM chairman, 
announced on Thursday that 
his inspectors had found 
gyroscopes in the Tigris River 
last week. Mr. Ekeus said 
• they were of tbe same type as 
those seized in Jordan. 

Meanwhile, foreign minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti 
told the Qatari daily Al Raya 
on Tuesday that Jordan had 
“no intentfon of dosing the 
border with Iraq" despite the 
seizures of military equip- 
ment. 

A Jordanian delegation ar- 
rived in Iraq on Monday to 
negotiate a deal for extra 
Iraqi oil to meet the country’s 
1996 needs. Iraq is the only 
supplier of oil to Jordan, 
providing about 70,000 bar- 
rels per day under a special 
U.N. exemption. 


PALE, Bosnia-Herzegovina 
(AP) — Bosnian Serb leaders 
demanded np to a year's de- 
lay in turning over parts of 
Sarajevo they control to the 
Bosnian government during a 
meeting Tuesday with the 
NATO commander. 

Momcilo Krajisnik, a top 
aide to Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic, suggested after the 
meeting that NATO insist- 
ence on beginning reunifica- 
tion of the dty Jan. 19 could 
threaten the peace agree- 
ment. 

“We certainly tried to ex- 
plain that the key to the 
implementation of the agree- 
ment lies in Sarajevo,” Mr. 
Krajisnik told reporters. “We 
should find a good solution 
for Sarajevo and remove tire 
main obstade of the agree- 
ment.” 

He did not specify how 
Bosnian Serbs wduld respond 
if NATO insists on its current 
schedule. 

The demand came from 
Mr. Krajisnik since Adm. 
Leighton Smith shunned 
Karadzic and Gen. Ratko 
Mladic, the Bosnian Serb 
military commander, during 
talks with Serb officials be- 
cause both are accused war 
criminals. 

“Our policy is that we do 
not deal with indicted war- 
criminals. If we encounter 
them, we will do our best to 
detain them," said NATO 
spokesman, Capt. Mark Van 
Dyke. 

In northeastern Bosnia, 
meanwhile, the first U.S. 
combat unit crossed into Bos- 
nia from Croatia over, the 
Sava River where it forms the 
border. 


A unit of the 1st Cavalry 
Regiment, including eight 
Bradley fighting vehicles and 
a number of Humvees — 
jeeps — crossed by barge to 
secure the river bank where 
U.S. army engineers are to 
build a pontoon bridge. They 
then moved south to set up a 
checkpoint on a former front- 
line. 

In Sarajevo. Bosnian gov- 
ernment troops and their 
Serb foes pulled back from 
front lines as NATO soldiers 
positioned themselves be- 
tween the factions. Between 
300 and 400 French soldiers 
were moving between -the 
factions in areas being de- 
militarised around Sarajevo. 

Local armies have been 
given until midnight Wednes- 
day (2300 GMT) — a week 
since NATO formally took 
over from a U.N. peacekeep- 
ing force — to complete pre- 
liminary withdrawals. 

CapL Van Dyke said tbe 
hostile armies already had 
left most of the 38 zones to be 
vacated "by Wednesday. “Ev- 
erything is going very 
smoothly," he said. 

Adm. Smith, who heads 
the NATO-led mission to en- 
force the Dayton peace plan, 
met with Mr. Krajisnik and 
Aleksa Buha, self-styled 
foreign minister of the Bos- 
nian Serbs in Pale, 15 
kilometres southeast of 
Sarajevo. 

His trip to Pale had two 
purposes: To establish per- 
sonal contact with Serb poli- 
tical leaders and promote 
freedom of movement over 
former frontlines, as called 
for in tbe peace agreement 


signed Dec. 14 in Paris. 

Under that pact, Sarajevo 
is to revert to being a unified 
city under jurisdiction of the 
Muslim and Groat federation 
that is to share Bosnia with 
the Serbs. The reunification 
process is to begin Jan 19, but 
Adm. Smith said the Serbs 
asked for a delay of between 
three months and nearly a 
year. 

"I didn’t say tyes’ or ‘no’,” 
Adm. Smith said, adding that 
he told tbe Serbs he would 
consider the request and 
“take into account ali 
aspects." He said he was 
empowered as commander of 
the NATO-led mission to 
consider an extension. 

People in Serb-held sec- 
tions of Sarajevo are vehe- 
mently opposed to living 
under die rule of their war- 
time enemies. A referendum 
earlier this month overwhel- 
mingly rejected a Muslim and 
Croat-governed Sarajevo. 
Hundreds already have left 
Serb-held suburbs — some 
even taking coffins contain- 
ing the remains of loved 
ones. 

Though all other parties to 
the peace agreement reject 
Bosnian Serb requests that its 
provisions on Sarajevo be re- 
negotiated, Mr. Krajisnik 
seemed to be holding on to 
that option Tuesday. 

“Sarajevo Serbs will never 
accept Muslim authority in its 
present form because there is 
fear — the legacy of a bloody 
civil war and too many peo- 
ple killed and maimed on 
both sides,” he said. 

Mr. Krajisnik shielded 
Adm. Smith from tbe pour- 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Jan. 1 declared public holiday 

AMMAN (Petra) — All ministries, government depart- 
* ments and public institutions will observe a holiday on 
. Monday, Jan. 1 to mark the beginning of the new year, 
according to a communique issued by Prune Minister Sharif 
" Zdd Ben Shaker. 

Al Allaf joins Arab League 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syria's chief negotiator with Israel, 
Mowafak Al Allaf, has left the peace team to become 
assistant secreary-general of the Cairo-based Arab League, 

" officials said on Tuesday. Walid AJ Mualem, Syria’s 
ambassador to the United States and Michael Wahbi, 
director of the Syrian foreign minister’s office, will take 
part in the new round of Syrian- Israeli talks opening near 
Washington on Wedensday. Officials said Mr. Allaf would 
take over the international political affairs department 
from Adrian Omran, also a Syrian, whose assignment ends 
flits month. 

Kazakhstan president begins Israel visit , 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Kazakhstan's Presi- 
. dent Nursultan Nazarbayev met with his Israeli counterpart 
Ezer Weizman on Tuesday at the start of the first official 
visit to Israel by a leader of the Muslim-led former Soviet 
. republic. Mr. Nazarbayev arrived for the three-day visit at 
the head of a 110-member delegation which included his 
foreign and defence ministers, three other cabinet mem- 
bers and a large number of economic officials and 
businessmen. He and his wife were officially greeted in 
Jerusalem by Mr. Weizman and then paid their respects at 
the tomb of slain Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. Mr. 
Nazarbayev is scheduled to bold talks Wednesday with 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres, who visited Kazakhstan as 
foreign minis ter in August, and with Israeli business 
leaders. Mr. Peres and the Kazakh leader are due to sign 
agreements concerning investment ties and cooperation in 
the fields of agriculture, health and environment, the 
Israeli foreign ministry said. 

Shamir will not run for parliament 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Former Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir, a staunch opponent of land-for-peace agreements 
with the Arabs, announced Tuesday that he would not run 
for parliament in the 1996 general elections. Mr. Shamir, 
80, lost the 1992 election to the late Yitzhak Rabin and a 
year later was replaced by Benjamin Netanyahu as leader 
of the right-wing Likud Party. Mr. Shamir continued to 
serve as a Likud legislator, tin Tuesday, Mr. Shamir told 
Israel army radio that be did not plan to compete in the 
Likud primaries. “I am finished, I will not run for 
parliament any more,” Mr. Shamir said. 
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By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Omani State 
Minister foT. Foreign Affairs 
Yousef Ben Alawi Abdullah 
is due here on Thursday in a 
two-day “private visit” where 
he is expected to meet with 
Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, the Omani 
ambassador to Jordan, 
Mohammad Ben Saltan, said 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Ben Alawi, who will 
arrive from Damascus, is ex- 
pected to hold talks with 
Jordanian officials on bilater- 
al relations as well as the 
peace and regional develop- 
ments, Mr. Elen Sultan said. 

The chief of the Omani 
diplomacy, who is in a re- 
gional tour that took him to 
Cairo and Damascus, held 
talks with Egyptian President 


Hosni Mubarak and Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa. 

Oman, a member of the 
six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC), is 
spearheading a normalisation' 
process with Israel aimed at 
ending 47 years of economic 
boycott of the Jewish state. 

. The two countries are ex- 
pected to open commercial 
offices in Muscat and Tel 
Aviv to initiate trade rela- 
tions between the two coun- 
tries. On ‘Monday, Mr. Alawi 
who is scheduled to "leave 
Jordan on Friday, announced 
in the Egyptian capital that 
he expected that Israel and 
Oman would conclude a deal 
on opening the commercial 
offices in January. 

Last year, tbe late Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin visited the Omani 
capital and met with Sultan 


Qaboos. 

On Nov. 6, Mr. Ben Alawi 
made a visit to Israel, the first 
by a Gulf country minister, to 
take part in the funeral of 
Mr. Rabin who was assassin- 
ated by a Jewish extremist. 

Among the issues that Mr. 
Ben Alawi is expected to 
raise with Mr. Kabariti is the 
outcome of a visit die latter 
made to Qatar on Dec. 16. 
During his visit Mr. Kabariti 
held talks with tbe Qatar's 
emir. Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Khalifa Al Thani, and Fore- 
ign Minister Hamad Ben Jas- 
sim. 

Qatar boycotted the final 
session of the GCC, which 
has held in the Omani capital 
early this month, to protest 
GCC decision to elect Saudi 
Arabia's candidate as the 
council's new secretary 
general. 


Aloni urges release of Vanunu 


CAIRO (AP) — A criminal 
court threw out a case filed 
by an Islamic lawyer who 
alleged Nobel laureate 
Naguib Mahfouz and two 
newspaper editors had ridi- 
culed God and Islam, news- 
papers reported Tuesday. 

Judge Mustafa Abu Taleb 
of tbe Criminal Court of 
Mansura in the Nile Delta 
issued the ruling Monday on 
grounds that lawyer Moham- 
mad Abdul Rahman had no 
legal standing in tbe case. 

The ruling was seen as a 
victory for secular intellec- 
tuals, who have increasingly 
faced law suits filed by Isla- 
mic lawyers. The lawyers use 
the courts to attack various 
books. 

Mr. Abdul Rahman filed 
the 1 case last January against 


Mr. Mahfouz and the editor 
and deputy editor jpf the 
state-owned daily Al 
Akhbar. The suit's focus was. 
a comment by Mr. Mahfouz, 
quoted in the newspaper, 
that his survival of a 1994 
assassination attempt was 
proof that “Gebalawi” was 
not angry with him . 

Mahfouz was referring to 
his 1959 novel "Children of 
Gebalawi,” which portrays 
God as the main character, 
Gebalawi, and prophets such 
as 1 Mohammad ana Jesus as 
his children. 

The book was banned in 
Egypt, and in 1989 the mili- 
tant Islamic cleric Sheikh 
Omar Abdul Rahman de- 
clared that Mr. Mahfouz 
should be killed because the 
novel was blasphemous. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — An Israeli minister 
on Tuesday for the first time 
urged the release of nuclear 
technician Mordechai Vanu- 
nu, jailed in 1988 for provid- 
ing secrets on Israel’s atomic 
weapons programme to a 
British newspaper. 

Shulamit Aloni, minister of 
communications and science, 
urged that "Vanunu be re- 
leased, or that at least the 
conditions of his detention be 
drastically improved.” 

The statement on Israeli 
radio marked the first time 
that a senior government offi- 
cial has called for Mr. Vanu- 
nu’s release since he was 
sentenced in 1988 to 18 years 
in jail for “espionage and 
high treason.” 

"He has already paid 
enough," she said. "His im- 


prisonment is no longer 
necessary since the informa- 
tion he provided has for a 
long time been an open sec- 
ret," said Ms. Aloni, the 
leader of the left-wing Meretz 
Party. 

She also highlighted that 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
proposed on Friday that 
Israel “renounce its nuclear 
option” after an overall Mid- 
dle East peace is established, 
implying that the Jewish state 
had an atomic arsenal. 

“It is intolerable that a 
democratic country like 
Israel kidnapped Vanunu to 
try him, irrespective of the 
harm he had caused,” she 
said. 

Israel’s supreme court on 
Sunday rejected an appeal 
from Mr. Vanunu against his 
kidnapping by Israel's exter- 
nal security services, Mossad. 


The court also rejected his 
appeal that Mr. Peres be 
banned from carrying out his 
functions. Mr. Vanunu ac- 
cused Mr. Peres of giving the 
order to capture him in Italy 
in September 1986 after he 
revealed -details of Israel’s 
nuclear arsenal to the British 
weekly The Sunday Times. 

t m 

Mr. Vanunu, who worked 
at the top secret Dimona 
nuclear centre in southern 
Israel, has been kept in solit- 
ary confinement since his lad- 
napping. He is now aged 40. 

According to foreign ex- 
perts. Israel has about 200 
nuclear bombs, as well as 
long-range nuclear missiles 
capable of delivering atomic 
warheads. The Israeli gov- 
ernment ha$ never acknow- 
ledged having a nuclear 
weapons programme. 


Attempt to hijack 
Saudi airliner foiled 


DUBAI (R) — An Ethiopian 
passenger tried to storm the 
cockpit of a Saudi Arabian 
airliner on a flight from 
Asmara to Addis Ababa 
Tuesday but was overpo- 
wered by the crew, the offi- 
cial Saudi Press Agency 
(SPA) said. 

One of the crew members 
was injured as they overpo- 
wered the man who rushed 
towards the cockpit, armed 
with a paper knife and a 
broken glass bottle, SPA 
said, quoting an official of the 
state-owned Saudi airlines. . 

The report did not make 
dear if the passenger had 
tried to hijack tbe plane and 
tbe official made no mention 


of the motive of the passen- 
ger, identified as Nabl 
Mohammad Amin 

■ The incident took place 
about 7.47 a.m. (0447 GMT) 
10 minutes after the plane 
took off from Eritrean capita] 
Asmara to Addis Ababa, 
capital of neighbouring 
Ethiopia. b 

The plane, carrying 185 
passengers, returned to 
Asmara airport the attacker 
was handed over to securitv 
authonties. 

The plane, whose type' was 
not specified, later continued 
it journey to Addis Ababa 
and returned to Jeddah, SPA 



ing rain under umbrella as 
the two made their way out of 
the meeting. They sat next to 
each other at their joint news 
- conference, the Bosnian Serb 
flag draped behind them. 

Bosnian Serbs were eva- 
sive and appeared uncom- 
fortable when asked about 
where Mr. Karadzic is, and 
about his future role. Sources 
said, though, that Mr. Karad- 
zic apparently was some- 
where in Pale. 

Both Mr. Karadzic and 
Gren. Mladic have been in- 
dicted on charges of genocide 
by a U.N. war crimes tribunal 
and are subject to arrest on 
sight by members of the 
NATO-led implementation 
force — IFOR — assigned to 
keep the peace in Bosnia. 

In all, 60.000 NATO-led 
troops — the United States, 
Britain and France have the 
largest contingents — are 
taking positions in Bosnia to 
enforce a U.S.-brokered 
peace accord that seeks to 
end Europe’s deadliest war 
since World War II. 

An aide to Adm. Smith, 
Rear Adm. John Nathman, 
speaking in Zagreb, Croatia, 
said U.S. army engineers are 
to start building a pontoon 
bridge at Zupanja. Croatia, 
across the Sava River into 
Bosnia around Dec. 30. The 
bridge will be used to trans- 
port most of the equipment 
of the 20-000-strong U.S. 
force into the northeastern 
sector of Bosnia that they will 
patrol. 

Seabees — U.S. navy en- 
gineers — have arrived at the 
site to build a tent city to 
shelter nearly 7,000 troops, 
he said. 


Australian 
reveiiers ciash 
with police at 
Bondi 

SYDNEY (R) — Austra- 
lian police in riot gear 
clashed with hundreds of 
Christinas revellers eariv 
Tuesday as noting crowds 
attacked a bus and cars at 
Sydney's famous Bondi 
Beach, police said. Two 
policemen were slightly 
hurt as officers were struck 
by bortles. stones and other 
objects thrown by rev- 
ellers. many of them drunk, 
a spokesman said. There 
were no arrests but the 
thousands of dollars worth 
of damage and tonnes of 
rubbish left on the beach 
prompted official threats to 
ban the traditional 
Christmas Day party. This 
year’s festivities at the 
tourist spot attracted more 
than 20.000 people, many 
of them foreigners. The 
daytime party had passed 
off peacefully, in contrast 
to previous years. But 
scores of riot police were 
called late Monday after 
brawling broke out and 
crowds attacked a bus, 
police and private cars. The 
bus passengers were lucky 
to escape unhurt when the 
revellers tried to overturn 
the vehicle. The driver 
escaped by steering his bus 
through .the crowds, the 
spokesman said. He said 
Bondi had attracted thou- 
sands of overseas tourists 
but they had not sparked 
the trouble. He blamed the 
fighting on “troublemak- 
ers"’ from the city's heavily 
populated western suburbs 
who he said were looking 
for an excuse for violence. 

AIDS patient in 
good shape after 
baboon cell 
transplant 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
An AIDS patient who 
underwent a risky experi- 
mental baboon cell trans- 
plant last week had some 
gastrointestinal problems 
but was spending Christ- 
mas with friends, a hospital 
spokeswoman said. "Jeff 
Getty is doing well. He’s 
had a few gastrointestinal 
problems but he seems to 
be doing a little bit better. 
He’s visiting with friends 
today.” Alice Trinkel, 
spokeswoman for the San 
Francisco General Hospi- 
tal. said in a recorded mes- 
sage from San Francisco, 
California. The 38-year- 
old, who was diagnosed 
■with AIDS nine years ago, 
underwent the first 
baboon-to-human trans- 
plant of bone marrow cells 
on Dec. 14 at the hospital.' 
Doctors hope the animal’s 
natural resistance to the 
AIDS virus will boost Mr." 
Getty's immune system to 
halt progress of the fatal 
disease. 

Bullying cases at 
Japanese schools 
surge 

TOKYO (AFP) — The 
number of bullying cases 
reported at Japanese public 
schools surged to 56.601 in 
the year to March this year, 
2.6 times more than tbe 
previous year, the Educa- 
tion Ministry said Friday. 
According to a nationwide 
survey, 166 students com- 
mitted suicide, up 35 cases 
from the previous year. 
Bullying was blamed for 
five of the suicides, includ- 
ing last November’s 
of a 1 3-year-old school boy 
which made headlines and 
prompted national concern. 
*ne boy left a suicide note 
saying he was forced by 
bullies to pay more than 
one million yen (S9,850)' 
and that he could no longer 
>tand it. The surge ia - 
reported bullying cases 
resulted from increased 
efforts on the part of 
schools to find them, a 
ministry official said. The 
ministry issued a notice to* 
tnem to conduct thorough 
inspection following last 
Novembers case. 






. str 


■I 1 ^ C i— ' i 


v 'sits 


K ~ - . 

."l ■ 4 




